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stylue, travelling along the line it had traced theieon, vibrated as it had
done ¢o in the first instance, By this means tho mica wae oncs wore set in
vibration, and, as it communicated its vibrations to tho air, the original
sounds wero once mors produced,

Tom tried to persuado Dora to sing a song, but the presenco of that
silent recorder made her norvous, and sho was content with listening 10 the
repetition of eomo trite and rather dieconcerted rounds of his own,

Tho next fow days passed not quite happily for Tom Douglhs. He wis
in love with Dora, but ho did not dare to tell her as yet the seeret which
was, novertheless, betrayed to her keen sight by his every word and action.
Ho spent a good deanl of time alone in Lie study, and awused bz -1 after o
rathor silly fashion with thie phonograph.

One day ho had goue off ub a visit to sume Iriends, und Dory was feehng
lonely and s trifle weary. Hor cousin had begged her to borrow uny «f his
books if at any 1ime she wanted to roid, and sho went duwn to his study to
get ono. As she went, ebe was thinking of him, and wondering why he
still heeitated to ask her the simple question, whkich sho would gladlv answer
—the question which ho was con-tantly asking himself, aod to which his
love aud his bumility both gave different answaie.  She had chosent a bouk,
when her eyo fell on the pbonograph lying ready for use on the table, Now
that she was alone, sho thought it would be rather pleasant to iry how her
own voice sounded.

She had rezd litely in ono of the nowspapors that peopls had vo idea of
what their voices sounded liko ; and sho rather wondered whether her sing-
ing, of which she was inclined to thiok highly, was really so good as ehe
imagined. Filled with dread leat the uufl ttering phonograph should prove
to her that her voice was harsh and unploasant, and not quite decided as to
what song sho would try, she began to wuve the treadle which set tho sylin-
dor in motion. What sound was that which fell upon her ems? Her
cousin's voice was speakiog to her ; and after a moment of blwk astonish.
munt, she listoned with a quiet smiie, as though Tom were standing befora
her in the flesh and saying what the phonograph now said for hiw.

This is what sho heard: Dura, darling, I have loved you since the duy
whon I first saw you. I have longed to tell you every diy sioce then, but
have always beon afraid. Wil you try to love mojusta lutte 37 The voice
lapsed into silenco.

With s sudden gladness Dora saw what had happened. er cousin had
also wondered how his voice sounded to others—to her—and especially how
the question would sound which he so longed to ask. Well, the voice
struck ker as awkward; cunstrained, and quite uniike the cheerful tones to
which she had becomo accustomed ; but the words—

At that moment sho heard her cousin’s voice at the other end of tho
garden. Ho had rolurned home unoxpectedly, and was chitting with the
gudener. He would be here presently, no doubt.

In a montent sho had once more set in mo:ion the cylinder of the phono
graph, and bending over it spoke a few words in a low, clear voice. Then
sho lifted the cylinder beck into its original position, and stepped quickly
into the next room—the laboratory.

In a few minutes she hoaM. the covversation between Tow and the
gardener cease. The young man came quickly down the garden and ontered
his sancturn. e flung his hat and walking stick upon a chair, sud then
the phonograph struck hisaitention. 1o moved townrds it, and stood look-
ing down on it, with his back towards the door of the room whence Doia
was cagerly watching him. Ther ho began absent mindedly to put the
treadle in motion. Occe mwote the phonograph spoke, and as it did so Dora
moved silently forward and slood in the open docr of the Ilaboratory,
¢ Dora, darling, 1 havo luved you ever since tho day I first saw you. I have
longed to tell you overy day since then, but have always been afraid.  Will
you try to love mo just a little "

Tom heard these words, and thor, before ho had maved his foot from the
treadle, the plionograph spoke in another veico: *“ Why should you be
afraid to come and ask mo when you know "

It was Dora’s voice, and ¢ven whilo he woodered st this marvel he beard
the same voice speaking again. “ Tow ! said the voice, and tuining he
éw his cousia standing witn half psried lips and laughing rosy face only a
yard or two away from him.

 Dora,” he cried, * you have lesroed my secret I

Dora moved towards him and hid her fice in his shoulder.
raised and kissed it, she whispered, « Yes, Tom, long sgo.”

Then, as he
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