The Reformation of Katherme
" (Néw, York' ‘Obseryer. D o
But, Cha.rles, somebh'lng must be done; to

brea.k Katherine at t‘h.is ‘The’, ha.bixt grows

constantly, a.nd if- her falult is ever to. be cor-
rected we: mu,st bevm &t once.’
ﬁtteefn smd T tave thought ‘apd ‘hoped: tha.t
ghe would outgraw ity but’ instead of dol:ug

ﬂha.t the habit is; as I said, grawvlng worse. .

: 'Oh pshaw Ma.ry tha.t is just. 1mag1na-

: 'f"tion on.your part;. no’dhlng but 1mag1na.tlon.
y ‘:Ka.ﬂhenne displays vivacity in her language,
Uil te be sure, .but not too much to- ‘be- interest-
ing, and it jusst suits me.
- t_'all the pic‘turesqueness from her descrlp-,
*tions?
‘some one rema.rles to me about Kathennes

Would - you take .

~Why, scarcely a day passes but

s ; br*ghtneas

" *¥es, I also hear of Ka.therme s bnglhtness, :

L N Charles, hut I fear to hear or her untruth—
-‘fulness '

At lea.st., you will- not . intertere

 when'I corroot her iz yourpresence? | . .

'No, no, certa.mly pot; - but don’t make her.

‘dull-and ordinary in your reformmg prooess

~Mary, or—-

‘Oh, papa,’ cried Ka.therlne sweeping lnto

“the room like @ hurricane, her big brown

U 'eyes sparklmg. with delight,
. you think?

- hundred -years, though, so you needn't try.

Professor Schultze said:my voice was going
“to be sxmply magmﬁcent'

~. fectly wonderful voice at -my age, he _sald

- gbsolutely no.success was too, great for me
":+'toexpect!. What do you think of that, mom-
“gie?.
- coneelted;. mamraa; I'm not the least, tinjest.
‘mite, for T wouldn’t. tell a single person in

<4

‘whatever do
You never could guess in'a

With sueh a per-

.Don’t;.pleass, -please don't think T m

all the “world but you a.nd papa, wlh’ol-t the

‘ ".jfprofessor saldy:

.She was on her knees now, a:t her mother's
mde, wmh her a,rms ‘about her meck, .
“Did he sa.y any thmg about practising?’

"aaked Judge Marley, with o ‘twinkle in his.

- entire lesson lasts but an hour.
‘He talk all bhat time about practising, and

‘Indeed he dld papa He talked a soltd
hour a.borut it.!

‘My dear,’” Mrs, Marley remonstrated ‘your
How could

- hear your lesson besides? -

i a.hsently
© " 'Katherine..
“-ig.that someuhing ‘be done?’

- " suppose T shall haye ~to Aasstst’;
. ;judge, who ha.d boen stendlng MK’h hls hat

"¢Oh, you know what I mean mamma. - He

. ‘read me a regular lecture about it, and now
" {fhat 'school is cut I intond to practice six
" hours every day of the week two on vocal
*and four on instrumental. Then I must put
- 'an hour-on-my harmony,’ and she spra.ng up |

* . and went to the piano.-

Judge Marley laughed. T fa.ney- the slx

" “hours. will dwindle ~in- the " course of two
- days,”” he said.:
girl? -

. tired, ‘my dear.
* Hdve some one: to reHeve . you, -

through with court in another week, and we
. will'go to the qm‘inga for a: llttle chang& CTE
- will do you good.” o L

‘But what about the new. ’
She is here, is she? " You look .very
Ty ‘to rést now, that you
Tl be

‘Perhaps it might,”: “Mrs. Ma.rley a:nswered
‘Charles, you must help me with'
Dom't you see how neeessa.ry it

'Well, 1£ Katherlne must be retormed I
a.nd the

-in’ome: hand, and the other u.pozn the door

R knob ‘Thasténed to take his’ departure

", could Dot bear to hear. ‘that his pet had any
< faults,
:.*,-himﬁelf that he consxdered her" pelfect. Un-
,fortuna:tely, as it turned out ‘the rerfurma-

‘to come downstairs,_
his da.ughtm 28 she came lnto ﬁhe dinl:ng

He

He knew her, to. be 50 muoh like -

‘Ka.therlue, your: mother ls not Well enough
said’ Judge Marley to

-~ She is now.’ wi

TOOm | nmt mornlng,

. after’ Ath.e ‘new..girl as well-as’your mother.’
She w litell you wha.t she w:shes done after _

she hae breakfasted 2

u,sked Ka.t.hcrme anxlously. R
‘No ‘ot da.ngerously siok at’ a.ll

- take w1th the modicine’, i

- When' Ka:thenne had - ﬁnirshed her brea.k- )
‘fast she. prepa.red a dainty meal for her mo-,.:‘

ther and carried it to her,

It is very unfortunate that I a.ml not a.ble
to Show Sally a,bout the work,’ saxd Mrs ‘Mar- -
‘So much -depends up-on a new girl be-
You must. do the best-

ley. :
ing started. a.nght.
you“ean with her, Katherine, for a short
-time, ‘when I hopé to be well again.’ . And
‘she gave direction.s for Sally’s installation.

Katherine found that the new girl was of

t»h:e old’ vanety, lg'norarnt but very willing to
‘learn at- her employer’s expense. . ‘Now that
you unden:tand all"about our lunch, Sally,
I tell you about- mamma.s
“only’ beef—tea. and wafers.  You mustn’t take
a great quan’uty of "either to her, for sicik
people are very dainty, and. -mamma-is the
most pa.rticula.r _person you. ever saw when

she ia ill, about. “what she- eats. Here is the .

beet-extrmct on -this shelf. Take just a tiny

. bit, for it is as strong as concentrated lye.
Theére’s protty near a whole beef in one little -
-Jar, so, of course, you can’t use much. Put.

the wafers in. the oven-till they are.crisp,

ot brown. - ‘About half a second -will ‘do it.’
I shouldn't go-away. if I had not: promised, .
and mammea says’'] must keop my word I’ll..

be home to glve the medmine %

Sally followed + ‘Katherine’s mstructlon.s.‘-"'
. but T'mi tlred' aabsolutely tu'e-d to death" This
" shé addressed - to her pa.rents who - were sit-

: The reeult was a cupful of ‘well-salted -hot
wa.ter of the. palest brown color a.nd two soft
warm wafers. :

“What is this?" Mrs. Man'ley esked as Sally

gave her the cup.

- “The ‘beef-tea, ma’am.
. the young lady eald I should, Is it too
strong; ma’am?" asked she, anxiously. -

. ‘A little strong of salt, -perhaps,’ Was the

roply, -as Mrs. Marley retumed the tea to'_

the tray.s
‘Faix, ’tls too bad thin. } But thim was

the verry -worruds she said. to me: The
mate iz one whole cow sthewed down into

that little jar, and yo must take just a teenty -

bit av it and ‘a great big pshoon av salt; for
“it’s most awful frish, thin.  And I thinks to
- myself thim was awful chape cows at forly
cints. They tell me that is all-the httle jar

© costs, to-say nothing av the. wurruk.’

- Mrs, Marley could not  doubt tha.t Sall)r
had followed -instructions.
to explain. to her, and -whem, an hour later,
Kabherine retmned home she found her mo-
ther duch worse. * S

: ‘Oh, mamma, it ls all my fa.ult'
‘never should have left you in that pertectly
th.ou.g.htless way. .

"dreams of beauty in thelr———wlmt is it, dear

. mamma? she said, as she saw the color die -
“out .of her mother’s face and her head sink_ ,
'back on" the" pillow.

‘Oh, shes .dying,
orled ‘mammaea’s dying.”

~She ran to the. stairs and ‘callled fmmtiea.lly o
"~ low road 1s, not wider than a. thread at the

“ourve, really not wide enough far one - ve-

°. hicle—' .
" ‘There- is 1o roed ln -the cou,ntrY, deugh- ‘

ter, that-is not wide enou.glx for teams to
~pass each other. .. Excuse me for interrupt-
- ing, but I would not have a child of mine Kve
louger than fifteen. yea,rs and not be a.ware'

to Sa.lly. “‘Send for papa as’ quxck as you can
Mamma. s dying!’ :

. behou't waiting to l'nqtrire further Sa.lly
?hailed 4 small boy who happened to ‘be pass-

. ing’ and semt him’ to the eourt house on fiy-
",'Ation of Ka.therine was dela.yed by Mrs. Ma.r- - :

" ley’s illness. " -

- ing feol -
L fTell- the judge hJS wites a-dyln a.nd to

come at once,’ ‘said the breatiless. boy to one

~of the officials, “who broke, the news’ to Judge

Ma.rley as gently a.s postle The court was_

,dnd you must ~look';j
“pidly. home

i'palpa., it was- a2 mistake!
neal'ly o death for 1 never saw' mamma :
'ff'loohsoill before, a.nd you mustn’t: blame me,’ O
arnd he passed _

. ‘Is mamma yery: dangerously slck, pa.pa”’
She has
overworkecl 1.think, "I:shall leave Word for.

Doc-tor Ha.rtevr to- call and you must take hls_ e
- directioms, Be very carefdl to make no mis-

She* wishes -

I made it just’ as

She was too in -

I never,

- The luncheon was just.
sizmply a.dora.ble, and the girls looked - like.

yhe dear.”

gt once’ a.djcm ed, and the :]udge drlven ra-

Ka,therme met \htm a.t the ga.t

Not this time, daughter,
hastily into the house .

noon and she is. very ‘weak, -

‘Judge Marley said - nothing . to Ka.therlne - o

but he was convlnced that his'wife was nght

a.borut her ha.blt of exaggemtmn becoming'a . '
‘serious’ fault; and he agreed with hér”that ‘
the retorm.a,twn s_hould be all:om:pted w1hhout -

further dela.
‘Dear me,’ sa.xd Ka.therme in tears,’

single word that passed my lips.’

kills me, as no. doubt it will.?

‘Katherine, Katherins,’ emelaxmed her mo-'

ther, despairingly.’
‘Why, what's the mfarttelr, doa.r mmma.'
Don’t you think T'll try when I say I will?'"™
=1 hope so, child, said her mother, who,

"still. weak from her xllness, “felt unequal . 1o

pointing out- the m.eccuraeies of her speeeh

The next day Kathenne a,ttended a class.
_pienfe. .

“Goodbye, girls!" she' cried merrily,
upon. ‘her return, klsslng ‘her hand to the

<four girls’ 1ema.1nimg in the carriage out of . '
_wlnoh she had just stepped
my life had such & perl’ectly gorgeous, del- - -

I never 4n‘ all
cious af.‘ternoon ‘and T neyer, never forget
it if T llve a t:hou«saml years, Good-by!: Oh,

tl-ng on the veramla.h ‘Mazama, Tm posi-

twely cortain you nover had such a perfeetly o
‘glornous a.ftemoom : :

‘Glad to see ‘you . home perfeetly, inter-

rupted ‘her brother Fra.nk joining the gvoup, :

“Tell us all about the pienie,’

‘Whatever do you mean by saying you’re
glad to ses me home perfectly? If you in-
terrupt I canmot finish telling you of the
fon in a month. Well to begin at the very

“first, as we were driving out along the wil-

low road; and, to tell the truth, we were go-
ing faster tha.u any express train, you ever
saw—""

* ‘Is that the truth, Ka.tzhellne"’ her fa.l.her
asked gravely. .‘I would purchase that -horse
if a reatonable sum would buy him; for a
horse that could draw six girls in a hea.vy
carria,ge faster than any exprecs—'

" ‘Oh, papa, of course, I mewnt that we were

driving very fast. You know what I mean.
Just as’ we came in sight of the curve, who
‘should we see coming towards s at'a break-

. neck speéd but old Farmer Gonlon, .in his

old carry-all. He was leaning over the dash-
boa.rd and cracking @ whip thiat was as long
as'a clothes-line.’ Katherrne laughed gaily
at the picture she drew.

‘Katherire! as long as a elorbhes—llne"'
. *OH, just a-lttle short, tiny ore, mamma
Ka.therine’s temper was still unruﬁl-

‘You know how extremely narrow tlhe wil-

of that fact.”. .

A troubled look caept lnto ka.th.e.rine‘s'

'L ‘was! f‘rightened'f# e

‘Ka.therine was- exclted when she seu.t you o
that ‘word,’ “said Dr. Harter; smllmg B SR
found Mrs. Marley had faiuted ‘but she 1s:
better: now. She tells me ahe ate nothing a:t o

‘I’ve .
" tried for half ‘a’ century - to, watch every
v I'm just.
" completely worth out and’ wnnkled in trying..
‘But if you think it’ is really moticeable; I'll
keep on trying every second of my life, it it -




