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Mother’s Ecdysis

By Thomas Dewey

PART ONE

“Helen, your mother sadly needs an
Ecdysis.” |

“Yes, I guess so,” 1 answered, half
questioningly. “If it will lighten her
work, she should have one.” I thought,
‘I knew how hard Mother worked, |

Aunt Jennie and I were sitting on
the front porch enjoying ourselves
while Mother was busy. When Aunt
Jennie broke a five minutes silence
with this announcement I was puzzled.
I knew what the words lavaliere, peau
de soie, lorgnette and cameo stood for
but I had never heard of an ecdysis.
. “It won't make work any
easier,” said Aunt Jennie, “but it will
seem much 1i Strange how it
works but i scertained pysch-
ological fs

I wa 1st beginning to understand
what a “psychological fact” might be.

“How long has Mother needed one 7"
1 asked, trying to find out what this

v thing might be.

iver since before you were born,”
replied Aunt Jennie, squinting her eyes
as if trying to see down a long lane
of years. “When your mother was
she was the prettiest girl in
hood. Her beautiful hair|

attractively dressed.”

§ paused and I caught a glimpse!
of Mother passing between open door- |
ways. had never ihought of her'
hair, loosely knotted in the back, as|
being
In. my memory, extending over gix-

teen years, it had never been different | Me
for she had|

unless more straggly, |
thered in all loose ends before Aunt |
ennie came.

“I used to wish my hair was as
pretty as your mother's but nature
did not make it so and I could not
ehange it.”

“Why, Auntie!
prettier than Mother's ever was.”

“No, no, child, not always prettier
—only since your mother has so great-
ly needed that eedysis.”

“I just got her a new sanitary brush
last month. I wish I had known about

e-—ac—ec—ecdysis. 1 would have
bought that for her instead.”

1 paused and Auntie spoke through
kindly smiles with a peculiar twinkle
in her sparkling brown eyes:

“An ecdysis is not a hair brush
dear. !t is something she needs far
worse. As I sadd,” she continued,

“when vour mother was young, every- |

enc: envied her beauty. Her young
men friends dressed in their bhest and
drove well-kept horses in front of
glistening buggies.

your father first came to see her. He

drove a span of blacks as carefuily|

groomed and shining as a piece of val-
pable furniture when it leaves the
polisher’s hands. His harness buckles
and rosettes shone, while the buggy'’s
nickle trimmings were like siiver.

“Your mother always looked so love-
ly and attractive. She always car-
ried off the prizes in the old-fashioned
voting contest for the prettiest girl at
box suppers and school entertain-
mermts. She has changed s0 much
since! Surely, dear, we must some-
how get an ecdysis for her.”

“I've saved ten dollars. Will that
buy one?” I asked, suddenly eager to

vestore Mother's youthful loveliness|

but not brave enough to admit I had
never heard this new word. I loved
Mother and hated to hear her talked
about that way. I would willingly lay
all my savings on the altdar if it would
change Mother back to something
Jovely to look at. It feels good to be
pretty. Don’t I know?

“You cannot buy an ecdysis with
money,” said Aunt Jennie with that
merry twinkle aghmin in her eyes,
“but we can work for it.”

I really did not see how I could
work much more than I was doing
but I was goinF to keep up with the
game if I could!

“I would be glad to work for it,” I

aid, “since she needs it so badly, but
—would it take a long time? I am
hlml day, but I would gladly work
an r or two niihta s0 long as I
ecould stand it. Porhaps I could make
her a Christmas or birthday present
of it?”

“Perhaps you could,” encouraged
Aunt Jennie, “anyway, if are wil-
ing to try, you can work for it all the
time and not one thing more or
one thing d'fferent.”

I must have looked my surprise and
distrust. Had Aunt Jennie been read-

fairy tales? Her description of

ther and Mother when they w

ers sounded like a fairy tale an

spoke of that ecdysis thing as if

e.pomtud the magic powers of a
wand,

t do you say?” he ques-

“All right,” I replied, but it was

more & question I asked than a

ise I made. It was all so queer.

And T would not betray my ignorance.
e to my room,” said Aunt Jcn-_

amidiy, I followed up the stairs,

liny ldﬂ{ :.ndufdry liko,i think-

he migh king me irto an
‘Wonderland, but when e

her room, everything m:ﬁ;

| Mother’s e dysis.

cither beautiful or uttm(‘tiv-:.{"".mme o

I remember when |

perfectly normal. Isn’t normal a nice,
modern word? I love nice words.

Auntie opened her smallest grip and |
pulled out a yellow-ribbon tape/
measure. Silently, I stood while she
measured me as if for a dress.

“Auntie,” 1 protested, “I can’t af-|
ford a new dress. I must wear out
the old ones—they are good enough.
Besides—awhat about the dy—ecdy-
sis?”

“You pn-m:\wo’ to work for it,” re-
minded Aunt Jennie, “and you must|
do it. I'm not going to make you a
new dress, just make over some of my
old ones for you.” |

What was that ecdysis? And what
connection could it have with clothes
for me? 1 concluded it must be some
new-fangled name for something ex-|

| ceedingly beautiful; anyway, it was|

not anything dangerous, like bacteria|
or flu!

When Auntie called me to her room|
a few evenings later, 1 asked her when
we should begin our new work for

working under my direc-|
answered my queer

“You're
tion, aren’t you?”
aunt. 7

I had to admit I was, so went wl‘.h‘
her to find a delightiul house dress
laid on the bed. |

“Slip into it,” she directed, “I may
have to make a féew changes.”

“Now, remember,” she warned as I
left the room an hour later, “you are|
here in the morning to put/
{this on. Come in early enough for

to fix your hair too.”
promised 1 w-uld. Somehow, I
had an impression I didn't like to wear|
new things but that dress—well,|
Auntie said it wasn’t new, only a few|
| left-over pieces put together So it]
| could not be extravagant. ; |
| ‘Early the next morning, clad in my

|

never noticed how old and shabhy'
"my kimona was until I held up the|
| pretty house dress. When my hair|
was attractively combed and I had
| put on the new dress, I looked in lhe‘
| mirror. : ‘
|  “Auntie, i& that me?” I gaeped,
scarcely recognizing myself and for-
ygetting my grammar. |
|~ “Just remember who you are and|
! what you are working fqr," she said, |
gently caressing and kissing my burn-
ing cheek. |
| i‘s:&ted. I hastened down stairs and
i to the kitchen. |
(To be Concluded)
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OLD CLOTHES DYED |
MAKE NEW GARMENTS!

| “Diamond Dyes” Turn Faded,
| Shabby Apparel into New.

Don't worry about perfect results.
Use “Diamond Dyes,” guaranteed to
give a new, rich, fadeless color to any
fabric, whether it be wool, silk, linen,
cotton or mixed goods, — dresses,
blouses, stockings, skirts, children’s
coats, feathers, draperies, coverings—
everything!

The Direction Book with each pack-
age tells how to diamond dye over any
color.

To match any material, have dealer
show you “Diamond Dye” Color Card.

—_——
Snails Made to Work.

Thanks to the enterprise and inven-
i tive genius of an Englishwoman, the
cruel custom of tearing from the liv-
i Ing egret, at the time of mating, its
beautiful plumage, in order to meet thg
demand for osprey plumes, is likely
to come to an end.

This woman has discovered a subs-
! jtute which is now being so largely

sold that it threatens to oust the real
osprey feather from the market.

The substitute 4s réally the skeleton
| of a poplar leaf, dyed or bronzed ac-
! cording to taste. But it was only af-
! ter many months of investigation that

she discovered a means of converting
the leaf into the feather. “Eventual-
i ly,” she says, “I discovered that in the
| Gloucester Cotswolds there exists a
,certain species of snall of a very
minute type that will feed continu-
ously on the poplar leaf and on the
poplar leaf alone. 1 started a snail
,farm and have now thousands of
leaves which have been treated by
snails.

“They are very good snails, though

there are lazy ones and stupid ones.

{ They eat all the matter from the leaf,
leaving nothing but the absolute
fibre, thereby producing a skeleton
leaf. When they are stupid and silly
they eat the fibre, and when they do
' this I give them to my blackbird, who
'1s a very old friend of mine.”

After further experiments she ar-
rived at a permanent process of hard-
ening the leaf and gilding or bronsing
it, and she now sells many hundreds a

i

chip you must have self-control. The are usually supplied with legs far Loo
kind of self-control necessary is self- short '{or the average woman's hexgh..
control in small -things. You may Gas-pipe may .be cut the desired
have the other kind of self-control—| length and used instead. Three tubs,
the kind that makes it possible for| one may be the 'washing machine
you to have an arm set without tak-| itself, are required for good. work.

ing ancesthetcs awithout a whimper| Wash-boards are made of wood,
or to go through a fire panic with zinc, or glass. While the glass ones

and if you have it you are to be con-| may break with a knock or fall
xmtula:ed, but the)kind you need to| The wooden ones fall apart after a
make a social success is the kind of| .Whlle. If the board is too long_ it
self-control that makes it possible to| is well to saw off the legs, making
conceal petty annoyances when they | the board the' correct height for
come, to hide irritation over another’s| the person who is to use it.
thoughtlessness, to overlook accidents| Wdre clothes-lines can be put up
that are sure to happen when you aré| permanently and should be wiped off
entertaining—the upsetting of a cup| With a damp c}o'.h before hanging out
of tea or the breaking of a-bit of| the clothes. If.m cold weather the
bric-a-brac. wire is wiped with a cloth wrung out‘
At no time does the woman who/ of a hot solution of salt and water,|

'hnme or as one of a large receiving

does her bit in society need so much| the clothes will not freeze to the line.|
control as when she is “receiving”| The use of pulleys enahlt‘zu one
elther in her own home at a small at| housewle to operate a double hlne 1“"1

tween the porch and a post in the
yardk The advantages of ‘this ar-|
| rangement are appreciated when,
| snow is on the ground, for the house-|
wife can hang her clothes upon the

line at a large reception. The ideal
hostess is perfectly uniform to her
show of cordiality. She does not gush
over one favorite friend only to pass W -
another acquaintance by coolly. The| line without leaving the porch, and
woman who would show any preju-‘ the men folks have no extra paths to
dices or personal animosity by the| shovel. S |
Another cold-weather help is a bag|

manner of her greeting anyone when | ) {
receiving simply shows ignorance. made of strong netting. 'I'h.e bag |
The hostess must be a veritable, should be wide, but not deep. Collars,|
well-spring of self-control. In fact,| uffs, and other small pieces can be|
! placed in the bag while in doors, and|

very often the whole success of a g |
party depends on the serene compos-‘ the bag with its contents hung upon|

ure of that very important lady. Not | the line.. These pieces will dry quite'
to show one's annoyance, when that| a8 well in tbe bag as if hung F'emr'i
annoyance is genuine and probably| ately, and will benefit by freezing as
just, is no easy matter. It may be that ! “'9"3 } ;

one of your guests at a dinner pﬁny! Still another convenience is a bag|
| 3 wl
proves himself to possess a cruder| for clothes-pins. The top f’f the bﬂ:k;
nature than you had thought, and| is fitted over a coat-hanger so that it|
recounts a story or an incident not| ¢an be hung on the clothes line an'ij
of the sort that you would wish to| pushed along as the rl_othr.n are hung, |
have repeated at your board. Your‘A grape basket having a hook of
first instinet, no doubt, would be to| strong wire attached to the handle,
show your annoyance. You wish in| Will answer the same purpose. :
this way to indicate to your other Those who are intiated can tell sf
guests your disapproval. Yet to do| 800od housekeeper by the way her
that would be a breach of hospitality,' clothgs are hung upon - the line.
since the offender is your guest and Stockings are hung on one Img, under-
s for the time being as deserving of; wear on another, aprons, Wll!t; ‘A"d
your kindness as anyone else, Though| dresses are hung together and, in-
b y e | variably, the sheets and table cloths

your pulses may be tingling it is your ’
role to appear calm and to change the! are hung on the outer lines, personal
| inside. Turn

conversation and cover up the breach|things being hung
as soon as possible. clothes inside out; stockings and un-

The question is sometimes asked by | derwear nged the purifying effects °f
young girls: “When I am making a|sun and air, and colored clothes will

|
|
|
|

Your hair is much|0ld kimona, I rapped at Auntie’s door.| formal call what sort of chair should| not fade so much if the wrong side is
I

I select in the drawing room? Is it|turned toward the sun. Housewives
incorrect for @ young woman to take| do not agree as to the better way of

apparent calmness, This is splend’id,‘! are not so hard on clothes, t}\:y“

Shot the Keeper.

The late Lord Beresford once con-
| féssed taar his skill with the gun was
! equal to that of the Irlshman who de-
| clared that the first bird he shot was
| & squirrel, ‘and the first time I hit him

I missed him entirely. But the next
{time I hit him I hit him in the same

place where I had missed him before,
and after that I took & stone and
dropped him from the tree on which
he was perched, and he feel into the
water and was drowned, and that was
the first bird I ever shot.

It reminds one of the story of the
artist, Whistler, who excused himself
for killing the gamekeeper's dog, on

[lhe only occasion he was ‘taken out
shooting, by saying that the animal
did not fit the landscape.

Like King George, Haig and Beatty
are fairly good shots, which is more
than can be said, however, of their
famous predecessors, Nelson and Wel-
lington. Not only did the latter on

one occasion wound a retriever and
pepper the gamekeeper's legs, but he |
also sprinkled the bare arms of an old |
woman who ¢chanced to be washing
clothes at her cottage window, |

“My good woman,” he' sald, “this!
ought to be the proudest moment o(j
your life. You have had the distinction
of being shot by the Duke of Welling-
ton!"”

The old woman's face was wreathed
in smiles as the famous soldier slipped
some money into her hand.

Nelson once confessed that he dare
not trust himself with a gun, while the
only time Napoleon went out ‘game
shooting he killed one of the dogs
The late Duke of Cambridge, too, was
so untrustworthy with a gun that he
declined to attend shooting-parties,
%

Love is blind, but jealouss
than makes up for it.

|

Beiter bake cake

too long thar
enough.

not

Minard's Liniment for sale everywhere

“The Great West Permanent
Loan Com

pany.
Toronto Office 20 King 8t West

Withdrawable by Cheque.
8%4% on Debentures,
Interest payable half yearly.
Pald up Caplital §2,412,578.

In this era “woolly” {s scarcely a
term of reproach for the West.

Smoking is very common in Japan.
All the men and most of the ladies
smoke, the girls beginning when they
are about ten years of age. The ladies
have pipes with longer stems than the
men, and if one of them wishes to
show a gentleman a special mark of
favor, she lights her pipe, takes a
whiff, hands it to him, and lets him
smoke,

COARSE SALT

LAND SALT
Bulk Carlots

|
TORONTO SALT WORKS i
C. J. CLIFF TORONTO {

| My little boy

- ]

Goin’ Home To-day.

My business on the jury’s dome, the
quibblin’s all

I've watched the lawyers’ right and
left and give my verdict true,

I've stuck so long unto my chalir J
thought I would grow im,

And if I do not know myself they'll
get me there ag'in,

But now court’s adjourned for

and I've got my pay,

I'm loose t, and thank the Lord,

I'm goin' home to-day.

I've somehow feit uneasy lke, since
first day I came down,

It is an awkward game to play the
gentleman in town,

And this here Sunday suit of mine, on
Sunday rightly sets,

But when I wear the stuff all week
it somehow galls and frets.

I'd rather wear my homespun rig of
peppersalt and gray——

I'll have it on in half a jiff, when I
get home to-day,

I have no doubt my wife looks out

as well as anyone—

As well as any woman could
that things was done;

For though Melinda, when I'm there,
won't set her foot outdoors,

She's very careful when I'm gone to
tend to all the chores,

But nothing prospers “half so well
when 1 go off. to stay,

And I'll put things into shape when
I get home to-day.

1o see

I'll give them leave to
match him {f they can,

| It's fun to see him strut about and try

Write to-day for our big

:‘:l‘.zhCA'rALocux
0 1 i
250 Women, Boys and Girte, 7" 1oF Men
MOTOR CYCLES
‘ MOTOR ATTACHMENTS
| , Coaster Brakes, Wheel
Lampe, Belis, Cyclometers, Saddies, Fquip:
ment and Parts of Bicycles. Ypu can buy
your supplies from us at who! prices.
T. W. BOYD & SON,
27 Notre Dame Street West, Montreal

ave Your Cleaning
one by Experts

Clotl:ling. houschold draperies, linen and delicate
fabrics can be cleaned and made to look as fresh
and bright as when first bought.

| small cha’y, will ask her to take a

| that

year.

y o ” hanging garments. Some prefer hang-
S shaet ing them by the hem, some by the
belt or band.

Sprinkling clothes by hand is often|
unsatisfactory, one portion of the gar-|

I believe it is considered presuming|
by some persons for young women to|
take the lounge or “sofa” in the dnw-!
ing room of an older woman. How-|
ever, they need not take the most un-
comfortable chak. The thoughtful|
hostess, seeing her guest in a straight
more luxurious one. “Do take this|
chair. It seems more comfortable,”
she might say. But if the guest de-
clines to take .it there the matter
should drop. It is in bad taste to
urge the guest in this matter and if
you do so you may force her to give
up a chair that is very comfortable
to her only to take a kind of chalr
she does not like,

Scald The Dishes

The housewife is apt to forget that
it is vitally necessary to scald the
dishes as well as the dishcloth and
towels. If one member of the family
has a cold and dines en famille the!
germs will cling to the knife and fork, |
cup and saucer, and, in fact, with all|
dishes and silver the patient has come!

in contact, so. be wise—an ounce of |
prevention is worth more than a
pound of cure.

Take no chances with colds, in-
fluenza or other diseases that are so
active in cold weather. Play absol-
utely safe and wash the dishes in the
usual manner, and then place in a pan,
pail or kettle, cover with boiling wat-
er, let stand for a few minutes, drain
and let dry.

Do you know that the pot or pan in
which you cook your food, when
heated, expands and aebsorbs odors,
flavors and acids of the food cooked?
Now, this particular pan, for this
reason, needs to be thoroughly scour-
ed, both inside and without. It is just
as necessary to have the outside af‘
the utensil clean as it is to have the
inside clean. Dirt prevents heat act-
ing quickly and also penetrates into
the food when the utensil is hot,
therefore scour every utensil used in
the preparation of food.

Wash-Day Equipment
Of the several types of wasl
" .

t

he p e and euctl
type fitted to a metal

tube with e
modrn wringer and both power-driven,
is about the best. The dolly type Is
least desirable unless it is the corru-
gated type. The revolving cylinder is
good, if only a few garments are put
in at once. The oscillating machine,

gasoline, or electric), a small
engine may be purchased for the wash-
er. But on a farm, it is better to
get more power and do various kinds

[mcnt receiving an undue amount of

moisture, and another remaining al-
most dry. The best way is to use a
tiny watering-pot with a fine spray;
or an aluminum sprinkler may be pur-

Ichnsed for a few cents. This has a/

cork and fits into the mouth of nnf

ordinary bottle. Either of these will|
moisten clothes evenly and thorough-“

ly, and render the process of ironing|

easier. i
—_——————

Origin of the Word “Tabu.” | o

Recognition of the “tabu" (the word
ie Polynesian), in one form or an-
other, is almost universal. Thus alco-
hol has recently been made tabu in
some parts; and enthusiastic re-
formers are anxious to have tobacco
put on the same list.

The primitive natives of Polynesia
have “tabu days,” when nobody is al-
lowed to indulge in amusements. They
correspond to our Sundays. On other

! tabu days meat must not be eaten.

On some island groups of the South
Seas the bodies of chlefs and priests
are tabu—meaning that nobody is al-
lowed to touch them. At certain
periods the chiefs cannot themselves
touch food with their fingers, and must
eat like dogs unless fed by others.

A chief may impose the tabu upon
other persons or things, or may re-
move it. He may declare his own
head to be tabu, in which case he must
not himself touch it. If a drop of his
blood falls upon anything the object
becomes tabu.

The first potato dug is tabu; nobody
may eat it. But almost any kind of
tabu may be removed by the proper
authority, with the right sort of cere-
mony—such, for instance, as throwing
leaves into the air and jumping after
them.

—_——
Minard's L b {

Carrier pigeons never take food
while travelling.

About 4 per cent. of children are
left handed from birth.

Cleaning and Dyeing
Is Properly Done at Parker’s

It nm}ms no difference where you live; parcels can be
sent in by mail or exprese. The same care and atten-
tion i» gives the work as though you lived im town

We will be pleased to advise you on any question
regarding Cleaning or Dyeing. WRITE us.

Parkceﬁ Pye Works tiniei

ners &D{ers

|

= and thisis the greatest ™
surface saver of them all. |}

Ioss from pdnt-nqlectm 'hl:
vastly ter
dg:‘lnt-mdon.
But it is to be noted also that
the real cost of using ordinary
t—however

Look for the H-B dealer in your territory—the
H-B Sign hangs outside his store.

to be a man,

| The gamest, cheerfest little chap you'll

ever wish to see,

| And then they laugh because 1 think

the child resembles me,
The little rogue! he goes for me like
robbers for their prey,
turn my pockets inside out,
when I get home to-day

He'll

My little girl—I can't contrive how it
could happen thus—

That God could pick that sweet bou-
quet and fling it down to us,

My wife, she says that handsome face
will some day make a stir,

And th%t I laugh because she thinks
the child resembles her.

She'll meet me half-way down the hiil
and kiss me anyway,

And light my heart up with her smiles,
when I get home to-day.

If there's a heaven upon earth, a fel-
lov; knows it when
He's been away from home a week
and then gets back again,
If there's a heaven upon the earth,
then often I'll be bound
Some homesick fellow meets his
folks and hugs 'em all around,
But let my creed be right or wrong,
or be it as it may,
My heaven is just ahead of me—when
I go home to-day.
—Will Carleton.
— e
Extra Guard for Crown

Jewels.

The boldness of the new type of
European criminals who combine Wild
West methods with science has moved
the British Government to further
safeguard the crown jewels, which are
kept in a specially coustructed vauit
in the Tower of London. Indeed, the
Government is seeing to it that no
Col. Blood 2d succeeds in gel(fng these
jewels, as was the case in the reign of
Charles II., when the original Col.
Blood escaped with the crown.

The regalla, which are estimated to
be worth about $30,000,000, are sur-
rounded by iron bars built into con-
crete and steel of the “safe” pattern.
At night an electric current of enor-
mous voltage passes through the bars,
to touch which with any metal instru-
ment probably would mean Instant
death. In addition to this there is &
night guard in the chamber, while a
complicated system of alarms com-
municates with the main guard of the
Tower,

Not content with this protection, the
authorities now are taking still fur~
ther precautions to safeguard the
Jewels. When they are required for
a state ceremony special detectives are
sent to the Tower, the jewels are
taken from their vault and placed in a
private van. The escort which ac-
companies them scarcely loses sight
of the jewels until they are returned
to their place in the Tower.

—
Floating Safe Sends
S.0.S. Signals.

Sending up a signal rocket every
hour, flashing a light once in four
minutes, and sounding & loud horn
every nine minutes, is the remarkable
automatic performance of a new float-
ing ship's safe for registered mail, just
adopted by the Netherlands postal
service. All these things proceed to
happer as soon as the safe, by any
misfortune, is lost at sea. The rockets
go up periodicaily only for the first
12 hours, but the horn, sounding for a
minute at a time, continues to operate
for three months.

The safe consists of a steel cylinder
with hemispherical ends, buoyancy
and security being obtained by nest-
Ing other cylinders within the outer
casing. Normally it is carrfed in a
cradle on the ship's deck, alwaye
visible from the bridge. The cradie
automatically releases the safe if the
ship einks, and the signaling apparat-
us begine to work a half hour later, or
after any interva! for which it has
been eet.

———— e

A pheasant nest is usvally & mere

litter of grasses and leaves.

Buy Thrift Stampa,




