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(By Prof. Fred. Liandon) ]
There died in the city of Detroit :
on October 27th, 1897, a Canad- |
ian whose services in the aboli- |
tion movement and during the
(ivil War, were of so self-sacri-
ficing and daring character that
they gained for him the tributes
not only of the abolition leaders
but of Lincoln himself. Alexan-
der Milton Ross, M.D., Canadian
hy birth, friend of Garibaldi, Bry-
ant, Emerson, Greeley and Lin-
coln, had a career that deserves
to be better known. ‘‘Thy fifty
years have not been idle ones, but
erowded with good works.”’ said
Whittier in a letter to Dr. Ross,
while Wendell Phillips declared:
“No higher heroism, courage or
tenacity of purpose was ever dis-
played than by you in your chiv-
alrie efforts to help the slaves to
freedom.”’

Reading the memoirs of Dr.
Ross, one cannot but feel that
here was a modern Knight of the
Round Table who lived again the
days when
“every morning brought a noble

chance
And every chance brought out a
noble knight.”’

Early influences determined the
course of this reformer,

Born in the little Ontario town
of Belleville on December 13th, |
]33'.2. of Scotech parentage, he in-
herited a love of freedom which
manifested itself even in his child-
hood. From his fother he heard
}Of l]mm;m slavery and its horrors
i Ly R 1¢ learned from the fugitive ne-
;'(,;ltllti (,{:)}l)lﬁ)g(fl(:tls}t;].l-lmo%v- if'}‘;es who had found safety (‘)l'll‘\'
k en .tw v reached the British

: = : Queen’s dominions. When a
oronto, it gives a rapid young man he went to New York
service to Vancouver and worked as a compositor on
Vinnipeg, Brandon, Re the Evering Post. Bryant, who
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Greely v-as another early ac-
quamta: o and at his suggestion
youne Ross spent a winter in
\\ﬂs}lll 1oton, “'11(‘]'(‘ he Saw the
W(l]v‘kll."-;- of ﬂ]e government, and
Saw also 2 good deal that stirred

formation and reservé his I
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: : i ings against slavery. The
1 Canadian  Netionsl arrogance of the slave interests’

0 Congress, Joined with, the spec-

on Ross and
ion of Slavery

tacle of slave cangs passing the
Capitol on their way South, in-
tensified his hatred pf the insti-
tution and clinched his determin-
ation to aid in freeing the oppres-
sed when the opportunity should
come,

Returning to New York young
Ross studied medicine. Ie was

and death of his mother,

barked upon his adventurous mis-
sion. Through Gerrit Smith he
obtained full information with re-
gard to the workings of the ‘‘Un-
derground Railway’ and also
met the leading spirits of that
organization 1in  Boston,
York and Philadelphia. ‘I was
ledege of the relief societies, and
the methods adopted to circulate
information among the slaves of
the South ; the routes to be taken
by the slaves, after reaching the
so-called free states: the relief
posts, where shelter and aid for
transportation could be obtain-
ed.”” With Gerrit Smith he also
journeyed to Ohio and Indiana
caining further information and
making acquaintances among the
“underground’’ workers,

Dr. Ross’s plan was to go right

To be detected would
mean death for himself and per-
haps for others, yet he did not
shrink. After making the neces-
sary arrangements with regard to
for correspondence he

April,

da ('(Nl('
Potomac¢ 1n
direct to

crossed the
1857 and went

mond. Va.. to the home of one
who was known to he a friend of
the slaves. A few weeks were

oround: then, having
plans, on a certain Sunday even-
ing he met forty-two slaves at the
home of a colored preacher and
explained to them the routes from
Virginia to Ohio and Pennsylvan-
ia along with the names of friends
who would assist them to safety.
They were asked to circulate the
; (Continued on Page 6)

recalled to Canada by the illness|
and re-|
turning to the United States., em- |

New |

initiated,’” he says, ‘‘into a know- |

into the heart of the South and
convey to the slaves the inform-
ation with regard to routes and|
friends that would enable them |

to make their way to Canada. He |
was not blind to the risk involved |
probably |
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spent in quietly looking over 1Iw;
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C. Andrew Johnson, of Toronto
whose fine singing at the recent
(' N.E. musical competition won
for him the gold medal in the bass
class. Mr. Johnson possesses a
voice of exceptional quality and
range.

This is evident when he was

awarded gold medal in baritone
class in 1924, also winning a schol-
arship. In 1926 Mr. Johnson
won the gold medal in baritone at
the Iamilton Eisteddford where
[he met competitors of high musi-
| cal ability.
i His knowledege of singing and
interpretation is shown in the
well trained choir at the B.M.E.
' Church, Toronto, of which he is
loreanist and choirmaster.

Down Hoover For
Stopping Segregation

Savannah, Ga., Sept. -Using
‘the “race issue’” as a prolific plat
form on which to campaign for Al
Smith in the South Senator Wil
liam J. Harris, former director of
' census, chareed Herbert Hoover
L with responsibility rescinding the
order which he (Harris) institut-
{ed in the Clensus bureau sceregat-
ine colored and white t-mpln_\':-t-s"

Senator Iarris’ statement was|
made in a speech at a Democratic
campaign meeting in this city on
| Saturday. Ile said that any at-
empt to deny that Hoover rescind
ed the order in response to de-
mand of Neero Republicans in
Ohio is futile. This act he aver-
red was enough to condemn the
presidential candidate in the sight
of every Southerner, especially
Democrats.

Rockefeiler’s
Dunbar Bank

Opens in Harlem

New York, Sept. 19th — The
Dunbar National Bank establish-
ed by John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
and his business associates for the
benefit of the race residents of
Harlem, formally opened for bus-
iness Monday in the Dunbar Ap-
artments which were erected by
Mr. Rockefeller as a welfare un-
dertaking at 150th street and 8th
avenue,

A steady stream of depositors
passed through the bargk through-
out the day, but deposit No. 1 on
the institutions ledgers was re-
served for Mr. Rockefeller, it was
announced by Joseph D. Higgins,
who resigned in July as vice-pres-
ident of the American Exchange-
[rving Trust Company to organ-
ize the Harlem bank, explained
that Mr. Rockefeller is in Maine
at present, but that it is expected
he will avail himself of the op-
portunity to be first on the insti-
tution’s list of depositors.

Mr. Rockefeller owns the major-
ity stock in the bank and he will
not place any of his holdings on
the market, but will keep them
intact, Mr. Higgins said.

[t had been planned to open the
doors for business at 10 a.m., but
so large was the crowd of prospec-
that the officials
opened the hank an hour earlier.

Floral tributes were received
from representatives of various
banks in Manhattan. Mr. Higgins

tive depositors

{declined to make public the total

deposits made between 9 a.m. and
9 p.m., when the bank closed, but
he said an announcement would be
made to-day.

The bhank’s paying and receiv-
ing tellers, clerks, and other em-
loyees are members of the Race.
With the exception of the chief
executives, the personnel will be

| colored as far as possible.

G. B. Waller, who has had ten
vears' experience in banking in
Baltimore, is paying teller. The
receiving teller is Cyril Wilson,
who was connected for five years
with the Seaboard National Bank.
Miss Mae Hawes, a Y.W.C.A. wor-
ker, who has an M.A. degree from
Columbia University, is in charge
of the Thrift Department.




