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“Bones,” ‘thundered the manager, “where
i3 the clocL” “Punno, sir;”" responiled
the. office boy mildly.  “Someéone’ stole it
Tikely:” " “What? And. you sitting here!
Why didn’t: you watch i6?7 ““Because you
know, sir, when. you engaged me.you said
you didn’t:want “me fo-sit around‘ and

Py Wateh the elwk o

in our owr coun
Britain today they

pdbuc sentiment has been Tap-

rid xdly -’developmg there, particulatly during
| the “last quarter of a century.” Our  goal

is totnl abstinence. for the individual; and

feolely in. order to gain that. we' are prese-
“Ving through license law < and thé  local

option which is now one of its features,
towards pi'ohlblhon for jour. province taken
‘as a whole.

~ Oqt main task is that of multiplying
total abstainers as fast ‘ae-possible, and
‘we are sure that when a eertain stage has
‘been reached in connection with this work
a prohibitory law for the whole province

e8| should ‘take the place oi our liguor license

5 leglalahon‘ Have we @ny means of tell-
eak- ing when tﬂxe “precise hour has’ atruck for
| the taking of this step?

In’ discussing this question it is safe fo:
use to coneult the  history, of legmlat:on

£ againat the liguor business with a view to

finding out, if we 'can,. '‘whether or not

1| there is a danger of ‘premature action, of

going too fast, in the case. ‘Here are a
few facts:

The Canada Temperance 'act found its
plsee among thé statuies of this dominion
in 1878, certain portions of New Bruns:
| wick .nd Prince Edward Island were the
first to vote in fayor of such prohibition
de it had to offer, and in about two years
the ieland, as'a whole, was under its sway,
Chu'lotfetown iteelf having gone that way
by & vote of 837 to 253, Kings by one of
1,078 to' 59, Prince by one of 1,762-to 271,
md Queens by one of 1317 to 99. Thig

owred 'shows that the sentiment in favor of pro-
> hibition on the island was univereal and

overwhelmmg thnrty-three years . ago at

Ve |oast. But_ in spite of this fact an at-

tempt was made in Prince county’ even,
to eecure a re d.of its decision, That
attempt failed. Buk when a similar at-

| tempt was made in Charlottetown in 1884,

it :was within 41 votes of succceding; when
the matter was brought to a test again,
the enemies of the act fell'short only 21
votes; and onthe third trial ‘they won
by 14 votes. 'That was in 1891, Then the
ity let the traffic go on absolutely unhin.
dered by license law even, till every sane

2 iman was convinced that the results were

80 shocking that some.step would have to
be taken to-abate the ntuisance. 'Then the

{leaders found themsélves 80 absolutely op-

posed to' granting -licenses to individuals
that they asked for and received from the
legislature 'an act which permitted every-
batly who was already in the business, and
8s:many more as might choose to enter if,
40 do all the selling they .could during
'certain hours if they would but abstain
from 'supplying minors and Indiags, and
it up a eingle room, with no’means of

‘opening - upon' the jpublic street, and awith
ieuch large windows of clear glassi as are

| now reqmred by the hquor law 'of this

province!

The - situation had ' its humorous eide,
for these leaders; in  their zedl #s prohi-
bitionists, at least ignored the fact that
to regulate the traffic in' this fashion was

g counties besides are

entn.nce or. exit exeepting . the omne door,

&
: int g
charges levied upon those whd
themselves of the mdnmee. And .
bly they did a wise thing under
nstances, ‘for. they made it cer "
,,Chtlnuztoym’ would not. pro-
unto itself<a precious set of
d ity fathers, who would look
lwex!se fees or fines as a desirable
le source of revenue; and
they “knew- that the time of the legalized
ﬂmﬁa would be shorf, there in any case:
The next fact to which ‘we should give
atténtwn is that no-ofher province in
inion 'hds ‘even 'yet, reached  the
‘height attained by P: E. Island
matter more than thirty years ago,
nothing of the place oceupied by it
| when: ite prohibitory Jaw -was brought, mto
force. Nova Scotia‘stands next, with the
gity of . Halifax and perhaps its env;rons,
alone granting licensds, = though 'eeverai
under its Liquor
Lxcem act. ‘But it shrinks from atfempt-
ing prohibition, just as does Newfoundland
with, licenses granted nowhere in that
¢olony excepting in St. John's, and it has
its reasons. From 1886 to 1904, 18 long
years, the'city of Halifax kept driving into
the country voters the léesson that it was
ati idle thing for them to send their mem-
bers up to the legislature instracted to
coerce a prond citizenship in couneésiion
with -ite  drinking  customs, and a3, the
end of  those years the country constitw-
encies. had learned their = Jesson so well
that their = representatives  comsented 'to *
place Halifax under separate lidense pro-'
visions of its own framing, the weary Law
and Order League of $he city itself hav-
ing firet retired from the field.

Sometimes laws have been Tepealed by
the very people wha eagerly adopted them.
This. always takes place when a law has
been prematurely passed: And prohibit-
ory liws are no ' éxceptions. Not only
Maine and Vermont and New Hampshire,
 but  Massachusetts “and Conneeticut and
Rhode Island and New York and Dela-
ware adopted - such  legislation between
1852 and 1855.. But by 1868 repeal had
taken place in all five of the states south
of Vermont and New Hampshire. Indeed
Delaware reverted to license in about two
years. Maseachusetts made a second trial
of .state  prohibition for the six years or
80 ending in 1875. At the preeent: fime,
sad to say, license, tempered by local opt-
ion, ;prevails over all this populous: terri-
tory. ..

Returnmg to our own country, we are
proud to say that the Canada Temperance
act has been repealed by very few of the
counties. which adopted it in the beginning .
here in the east.. But.ever against this
we are compelled to place the fact that in
Ontario it. was voted out again ail too
soon, in spife of the fact that the law
was the same for Ontario as it was for ue
in’ these maritime / provinces. Bvidently
the Ontario counties' voted prematurely in
the first place and when the testing time
came fto them, as it came to ue too, they
were found wanting.

Now Ontario has < the best  enforced
license law 'in the dominion, perbaps, and
is smaking rapid progress \mder its local
option provmons, probably more because
of than in spite of the majority of three-
fifths required to secure proltibition under
the &ct. What they gain they are able
to hold in almost every instance.  This
creates confidence instead -of disappoint-
‘ment in the bosoms of the reformers, and
they. conbinue marching to other victories.
Then the government itself appomnts the
ingpectors,  and : because it 1is, answerable
to at  least three-fifths %of ' the voters in
the . territory concerned, it appoings men,
hxtot.- 4 ~slight - their.'work: and draw - their
pay,*but to do it with all faithfulness and
efficiency.

" New Brunswick is moving towards pro—
vincial prohibition. Tet. us not. doubt
that for one moment. But what step
should it take next?

J. 1. DAWSON.

AGED WOMAN
‘BURNED T0 DEATH

Mrs. Annie’ Copp, of Jolicure,
the Victim—Clothing Caught
from Fire in Stove.

P ———

Backville, N. B.; Dec. 15—Saturday morn-
ing Mrs. Annie Copp, widow of Silag Copp,
was : burned to  death at her home; Joli-
cure. . Mrs, Copp, who, was mnety yeara
old, lived at Aaron l'mlays Jolicure:
There is a &tove \in her room znd sarly
Saturday morning a fire was made in it.
Mrs, Copp got up and sat down: by the
fire to warm herself, as she had’been in
the habit of doing.

Bhe was then left. alone for a few min-
utes: and later ‘members  of 'the ' Finlay
household heard a thud as if a body had
fallen. They tushed to Mus. Copp’s room

+1and were horrified to” find. her lying on
8. Fthe floor dead.

‘Her clothing was com-
pletely burned from her body. -

It i not known- just how the fire started
but it is supposed -that Mrs, Copp’s apron,
which . ‘was of cotton, ‘caught from the
stove and that the blaze * was inhaled,
causing. instant death. This view: is sups
ported by the fact that the mouth and
throat of the victim were badly burned.

Mrs. Copp was formierly! Mies Annpie
Brownell, being a sister of the late Thomas
Brownell; of Jolicure, She leaves two
sisters, Mrs. Cynthia ‘Davis. and Miss
Sarah ¥. Brownell, Northport (N. 8.), and
two brothers, Willilam and Aaron, also of
Northport.

Cpnduefor—— Any suggestmns as to  the
music ¢ for  the: dinner tonight?” Host—
“Well, play something lond" with the soup

course, - You' understand?”
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Mr. Gilchrist Says Farm Set-
tlement Board is Doing
Good Work — Big Demand
£, Hf
for Single Men.

R
Baturday, Dec. 1% ~ l

“The  work . of  the Farm - Settlement
Board js progressing ' very satisfactorily,” -
said James Gilchrist,iof the provincial im-
migration " office ‘heére, ‘t6. The Telegraph
yesterday.: “Up $o the ‘present time the
board' has purchased! thirty-five farins;and
of these already seventeen have been dis-
posed of, and thcre‘ will be no difficulty in
disposing of  those -which the board pur-
chas.es as the immigration authorities are
continually in receipt of requests for farms,
both -from . New ' Brunswickers _and from
old country people.. Two.men,” Mr. Gii-
christ’ said, “have been settled within the
last day or two at Blackpool, Miramichi,
and we are n negotiation with several
others.

“The  immigration “work is: progressing
well ‘also. On the Cassandra, which is to
arrive very soon, there are fifteen peopie
for this province, and new settlers coming
all:the time, though the bulk of the peopie
will not come uwntil later.” The present
problem . that confronts the provinee is
that of ‘labo¥, and we can handle as many

single men as come here.”
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