 CONFLAGRATION, CHECKED, STARTS ANEW IN SAN FRANCISC
THOUSANDS ARE FACING STARVATION AND PESTILE
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‘Heroic Work and Liberal Use of Dynamite May Save a Portion of the Once Pa-

cific Metropolis--Authorities’ Greatest Problem is the Immediate/Needs of
- the Sufferers--The Destitution is Indescribable--Many Hundreds of Dead
Found in Three Hotels—-Postal Clerks, Buried in Ruins Without Food or

Water Three Days, Rescued Alive.

San Francisco, April 20.—Plunged in
absolute darkness tonight at 10 o’clock,
San Francisco had not seen the conclusion
of the devastating work of the conflagra-
tion that folowed the earthquake of
Wednesday morning. ;

The fire that started at Nob Hill and
worked its way to the north Beach,sweep-
lfing that quarter c'ean of buildings, later
veered around before a fierce wind and
made its way southerly to the immense
sea wall sheds and grain warehouses.

The flames were headed directly for the
immense ferry building, the terminal point
by ferry boat of all overland and local
trains of the Southern Pacific Road.
The wind which at times amounted to

i

‘n gale, and darkness, added fresh terrors
%o the situation. The authorities consid-
ered the situation ,so grave that it was
decided to swear in immediately 1,000
#pecial policemen armed with rifles furn-
ished by the federal government. In ad-
dition to this force, companies of the
National Guard arrived from many in-
terior points. .

It was reported tonight that 35 white
men had been shot and killed while at-
tempting to work their way into the ruins
of the United States sub-treasury on
Commercial street. Two Chinese were
ehot and killed for refusing to obey or-
ders of the soldiers.

Reports of babies born in the refuge
camps were frequent. Five babies were
born- in Golden Gate Park.

Late this afternon the police broke
wopen every saloon and grocery in. the
wraved districts and poured all liquors into
the gutters.

Oakland, Cal., April 20—To feed and |
house the unfortunate people of San Fran- !

cisco who have suddenly been bereft of
homes and means of livelihood, is calling
forth the best efforts of the people of this
city. Tt is calculated that at least 200,000
'people have come to this side of the bay,
and are now distributed among the homes
of Oakland, Alameda and Berkeley.

While hundreds have found lodging with
ifriende, there are the countless poor who
'are dependent upon charity. The work of
‘evolving a system for supplying the im-
mediate wante of the people is a matter
now in the process of organization. To get
some sort of a scheme whereby those in
need can get the necessities of life is the
aim of Governor Pardee, s staff, Mayor
{Mott, and the local city government and
civie organizations. :

It is the general belief, however, that
/there is going to be great. distress and that
actual starvation stares many in the face,

unless immediate and wholesouled aid is |

forthcoming.

The -food supply in this city may last
out the week, and then unless it is receiv-
‘ed in large quantities, the city will be in
a state of want, and rich and poor alike
wil] be sufferers. To what extent the out-
eide country can supply the needs is a ques-
’Lion that only actual trial will demon-
strate. s

If the $1,000,000 appropriated by con-
gress and other amounts subscribed is
made immediately available, aid can be
eent here in the form of provisions.

The &eizure of supplies coming 1n on the
trains by the relief commitiee has been
authorized by Mayor Schmitz. Edwin
Stearns, chairman of the oxer-u:i\\'o com-
mittee, seized a carload of flour this morn-
ing, containing 810 sacks. Of this amount
twenty-five sacks were immediately sent
out to Idora Park, where there are a large
number of homeless people. Another
twenty-five sacks were sent down to Ad-
ams Point, where the people are encamped
under the trees.

i A carload of ice was also seized for the
hospital, and a carioad of potatoes.

The names of the consignees are taken

Besides these seizures, Livermore sent in
a wagonload of butter to the committee
this morning. Winters has also notified
the committee that there is a carload of
| hams, butter and eggs on the way to this
city from the people of that locality. Oth-
er cities are sending supplies, and it is
L1101)031‘1 that the amounts will be sufficient.
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Et’unds available they will be paid.
|
i
!
|
!
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in each case, and as soon as there are any |

At present the supply station at Thirteenth
and Franklin streets is emp.ied as fast as
goods aie received.

Mayor Mott this morning addressed a
circular to the bakers of the cities of Oak-
|land, Alameda and Berkeley, requesting
them to continuwe work regardless of holi-
days.

The bakers have agreed to work their
plants to their utmost capacity and to
send all their surplus output to the relief
committee. 5

At the headquarters of the relief com-
mittee is a registration bureau, where all
are asked to register their wames for the
use of those wishing to find families or
friends. In hurried flights, many families
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MAYOR SCHMITZ OF SAN FRANCISCO

were separated and were at a loss to know
in what direction to look for each other.
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ELEVEN POSTAL CLERKS
RESCUED ALIVE AFTER
THREE DAYS IN RUINS

San Francisco, April 20—Eleven

postal clerks were taken from the
debris of the post office today.\ All
at first were thought to be (}ead,
but it was found that although they
were buried, everyone was alive.
They had been for three days wita-
out food or water. All the mail in
the post office was saved.
+

V0000000000000 0 00000000

Fire Practically ;
Under Control,

San Framcisco, April 20—San Francisco’s
darkest hour has dawned into a day of|
hope. Its time of overwhelming disaster
and peril has ended and its future is now
a subject of general consideration.

The fire is practically under control. A
clear sky over the mission district shows
that the fire there has been extimguished.
The spread of the flames toward the
western addition, the best part of the city
remaining has been stayed, and the only
portions of the conflagration that demand
the attention of the firemen is that ex-
temding from the Nob ITill section down
to the northwestern part of the water
ffont.,

The western addition danger was averted
at 2.30 o’clock this morning by “he use of
guncotton, dynamite and two streams of
water, The explosives were handled by the
chief gunner of the Mare Island mnavy
vard, and his achievements proved him
to he a master of his profession.

The work of relief was started early to-
day. A big bakery in the saved district
started its ovens amd arranged to bake
| 50,000 loaves of bread before night. Thou-
sands of people were in line before the
California street bakery. Police s:and mili-
| tary were present in force and each per-
| pn was allowed only one loaf.
| e
{ The Destitution

L Is Indescribable.

The homeless people im the parks and
;vaca.nt lots were provided for today as
:speed‘j]y as poss.ble.

The destitution and suffering is inde-
{ scribable.

Women and children who had comfort-
'[ able homes a few days ago slept last night

Press expressed themselves as thamkful
that the fire was virtually controlled.
Chief Dinan said that the order of the
city astoniched him. He thought it due
to the earlier severe measurcs taken by
the soldiers and police in shooting down
offemders.

Two men were shot and killed this
morning. Policeman Flood. on entering his
home encountered a stranger who attack-
ed him, Flood shot him déad. .

Special Policeman Snyder. killed a man
but the details are not kmowm. The only
bank in the ruined district that escaped
destruction was the Market Street Bank
at the corner of Seventh and.Market
streets. It is in the gutted Grand building,

will/pay out money just-as soom as it hears
from the clearing house officials.

Many Thousands of

Families Scattered,

A corner of the city near the Pacific
mai]l wharves at Second and Brannin
streets was mnot ruined but the Sailors’
Home is intdct. The fire now buming is
all east of Vanness avenue and north of
California street. It will burn itseli out
down to the North beach water front. .

The Postal Telegraph Company today

Orient by establishing a station at Ocean
Beach, but there is no ser¥ice yet for de-
livering messages there.

Thousands of membenrs of families are
separated and with no means of learning
one another's whereabouts. The police to-
day opened up a bureau of regstration to
bring relatives together.

It is dmpoesible to secure a vehicle ex-
cept at exorbitant prices. One merchamt
yesterday engaged a teamster and horses
and wagons, agreeing to pay $30 an thour.
Charges of $20 for carrying trunks a few
blocks were common. The police and mikli-
tary seize “teams wherever they require
them, their wishes being enforced at re-
volver point if ithe owner proves imdis-
posed to comply with the demands.

Mayor Schmitz looked weary today but
was energetically at work at his desk
though he had little or no sleep. A police-
man reports that two grocery stores were
closed although the clerks were present.

“Smash the stores open,” ordered the
mayor, “and guard them.” -

Hundreds Dead
in Three Hotels. .

San Francisco, April 20—~From a three
story lodging house at Tifth and Minna
streets, which collapsed Wednesday morn-
ing, more than 75 bodies were taken out
today. There are fifty other dead bodies
in sight in the ruins. This building was
one of the ‘first to- take fire on Fifth
street. At least 100 persons were killed
in the Cosmopolitan on Fifth street.

The only building standing between
Mission, Howard, East and Stewart
streets is the San Pabla Hotel, which is
occupied and running.

The shot tower at First and Howard
streets is gone. This landmark was built
forty years ago. The Risdon iron works
is partly destroyed.

The Great Western Smelting and Re-
fining Works, the Mutual Electric Light
Works, the American Rubber Company,
the Vista Gas Engine Company escaped
damage.’ . !

Many persons dropped dead of heat and
suffocation.

More than 150 persons are reported
dead in the Brunswick -Hotel, Seventh
and Mission streets. -

Epidemic Feared
from Crowded Camps.

San Francieco, April 20—Major McKee-
ver, of the United States army, has been
appointed commandant of ‘the refugee
camps, and with his staff of assistants was
today trying to bring some sort of system
and order out of the chaotic situation.
His first thought is to supply food and
water and then to arrange ganitary meas-
ures. These throngs of people crowded
elbow to elbow in the open lots and fields

o ref

without conveniences that are naturally
dem nded, are threateased with an epidemic
of disease unless some wise precautions are
speedily observed, and authorities. even as
early as yesterday had men constructing
necessary outhouses.

| —if sleep came at all—on hay on the
| wharves, on the samd lots near North |
‘}Bea(-.h, some of them under the little
| tents made of sheetings which poorly pro-
| tected them for the chilling ocean winds.
| The people in the parks are better off
| in the matter of ehelter, for they left their
| homes better prepared. Instructions were
! issued by Mayor Schmitz today to break |
open every store containing provisioms and
| to distribute them to the thousands under
Hmlice supervision. The Young Men’s He-l
| brew Association’s hall, near Golden Gate
i Park, has been g~aked. with provisions
| for the use of né~ 3 victims im the ad-
jacent fields.

Both the mayor and chief of police when

Good order and fellowship seems to pre-
vail in these iu}px’o nptu settlements, and
\yf4nd poverty has made
tes akin.
ceto the camps the police
are storing available foodstuffs and bed-
clothing for donyenient delivery. That
there will be a just and equal distribution
of the supplies is evident from the tem-
per of the city administration. No dis-
tinctions are drawn and only few favors
shown.

The grave question is: “How soon will
an adequate supply of food arrive from
outside points, and avert famine and desti-
tution. There is little food in San Fran-
cigco outside of what little each person
possesses, and this cannot last more than

In buildings(

restored dits cable connection with the!

EXTERIOR OF GRAND PALACE HOTEL

la few days. San TFrancisco is, geographic-
ally, an isolated city. Its nearest neighbor
on the south is Los Angeles, 500 miles
away. To the north is Portland, nearly
800 miles distant, and its nearest sister in
the great east is Salt Lake City, 1,000 miles
laway. These cities and all of the less
populated nearer towns are making sacri-
fices for the destitute here, but it is to
 the big cities of the nation that San Fran-
cisco looks with anxious eyes for relief.

Disaster Wipes Out
Sacial Distinctions.

San Francisco, April 20—~Next to view-

‘,ing the many square miles of ruins that

but the firemen saved the ground floor. It once made San Francisco a city no bet-

ter realization of the ruin that has come

to this place can be gained than by visit-
ing the refugee camps Zocated in the dis-
tricts which were untouched by the
flames. Golden Gate Park was the mecca
of the destitute. This -immense play-
!ground of the municipality has been con-
| verted into a vast mushroom city that
bears striking resemblance to the fleeting
| towns Jocated on the border of a govern-
. ment reservation about to be opened to
| public eettlement.

1 The common destitution and suffering
| have wiped out all social, financial and
racial distinctions. The man who last
Tuesday was a prosperous merchant is oc-
cupyipng with his, family a little plot of
ground that adjoins the open air home of
a laborer. The white man of California
has forgotten his antipathy to the Asiatic
race and maintaining friendly relations
with his new Chinese and Japanese neigh-
bors. The society belle
night, was a butterfly of fashion at the
Grand Opera performance, was assisting

humble daily meals. Money this after-
noon had little value. The family who
had foresight to lay in the largest stock
of foodstuffs on the firét day of the dis-
aster is rated Thighest in the scale of
wealth.

A few of the families who could secure
willing expressmen are possessors of cook-
ing stoves but over 95 per cent of the
refugees are doing their cooking on little
camp fires made of brick or stone. Kitchen
utensils that last week would have been
regarded with contempt are today articles
of high value.

Many of the homeless pepple are in pos-
session of comfortable clothing and bed
coverings, but the great bulk of them are
in need. The grass is their bed and their
daily . clothing their only protection
against the pentrating fog of the acean
or the chilling dew of the morning., Fresh
meat disappeared Wednesday morning and
canned foods and breadstuffs are the only
victuals in evidencem

Not alone are the parks the places of
refuge. Every large vacant lot in the
gafe zone has been pre-empted and is
crowded. "

A well known ydung lady of social posi-
tion when asked today where she had
spent the! night, replied: T

“On a grave.”

Ten Thousand People
Hemmed in by Flames.

(By Michael Williams, city editor of the
San Francisco Examiner, who ar-
rived from the city at 10.30 yesterday
morning.)

Oakland, Cal., April 20—“Shortly before
10 o'clock I 'poarded the government
steamer Governor Sternberg, having on
board members of the San Francisco re-
lief committee under orders from Col.
Reynolds, commander of the 22nd infan-
try, to commandeer all available tugs
along the water front to go to the rescue
of at least 10,000 men, women and chil-
dren congregated in the neighborhood of
Meiggs wharf, who are menaced by the
march of flames toward  ‘Te'egraph and

Russian Hills and the valley between.
“Around Meiggs wharf there are sev-
eral huge oil tanks, some of them' con-
taining at least 15,000 gallons of oil. If
the flames reach these tanks fearful ex-
plosions will result. }
“When the

Governor Pternburg left

Meiggs wharf the whole of that portion
of North - Beach seemed doomed. The
people are flocking to the wharves and
crowding into all available craft.”
Mayor Orders No

Fires in Stoves.

San TFrancisco, April 20—Mayor Schmitz
sued the following proclamation today:—
“The the citizens of San Francisco:—

“The fire is now under control, and all
danger is passed. The only fear is that
other fires may start should the people
build fires in their stoves, and I therefore
warn all citizens not to build fires in their
homes until the chimneys have been in-
spected and repaired properly. All citizens
are urged to discon.inue the building of
fires. T congratulate the citizens of San
Francisco upon the fortitude they have dis-
played, and I urge upon them the neces-
sity of aiding the authorities in the work
of relieving the destitute and ¢uffering.

asked for statements by the Assodciated
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who, Tuesday |

some factory girl in the preparation of

For the relief of those persons who are
encamped in the various sections of, the
city everything possible is being done. In
Golden Gate Park, where there are ap-
proximately 200,000 homeless persons, re-
lief stations have been established. The
Spring Valley Water Company has inform-
ed me that the Mission district will be
supplied with water this afternoon, be-
tween 10,000,000 and. 12,000,000 of gallons
daily being available. TLake Mercede will
be taken by the federal troops and thatd
| supply protected.

Telegraph Delivery
Service Demoralized.

San Francisco, April 20—The delivery
of telegraphic messages from outside points
to people in San Francisco is an impos-
sibility. The messenger service of both
the big telegraph companies no Jlonger
exists. Even had the companies an army
of messengers, they would be of little
|value for the reason that the people are
scattered far and wide and that a jour-
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CE HOTEL,

terrors of a two days’ effort to escape
from the etricken city, Mms, D. M. John-
son, of Utica (N. Y.), and Miss w.artha
Stibbals, of Erie (Pa.), passed through
Denver today on their way home.

“lhe finst that we knew of tie earth-
quake was when we were awakened in
our room at the Ramdolph hotel Wednes-
day morning by a terrible shaking, which
broke loose fragments of the ceiling,” saiu
Miss Stibbals. “Then followed a tremend-
ous shock, wihich turned the building side-
wise and tossed it about with something
like a spiral motion. When we reached
the street, people were running hither and
thither.

“Someone parsing advised us to get on
as high ground as pessible, and we started
wa'kins as fast as possible to the thigh
park back of the city.

we .aw onc man pay $2,000 for an
automobile in which to take his family to
a place of safety.
“Before night we reached the summit of
_the Alta Plaza. People half clad, unfed,
hysterical, searching for loved omes,

ney from the ferry building to the west-
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sumes many hours.

of the police or military authorities and
these have but one circuitous route from
one telegraph station at the water front
to municipal headquarters and the un-
swept western portions. This is by way
of the northerly waterfront line. Nearly
every other street has been made impass-

ings.

‘cisco, that of the Postal, was accidentally
cut this mornipg by a workman on he
cable wharf and for hours the city was
again cut off. |
Graphic Story of
Woman Refugee

Denver, ¢olo., April 22—Every ‘incoming
train from the west brings refugees from
Sam Francisco, who tell sorrowing stomies
of their experiences and give graphic de-
seriptions of the horrors that followed the |
earthquake and fire. o~

MARIN o0 §.P8

biles have been impressed into the serviee“

able by the fall of the portions of build- |

The only wire Tunning out of San Fran-,

crowded the ground. Beneath Jlay the
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CITY AND SURROUNDINGS

ern addition or to the refugee camps con- | burning city, and as n.if;h‘?fa]l came on, it
Most of the automo- | presented a scene indescribable.

“The skipper saw the government boat
% reach the Presidio wharf we could escape
| on her.

“We tnerefore hurried toward the Pre-
sidio, greatly impeded by fissures which
stretched long distances and arouwnd which
we had to make our way. At the Presi-
dio we were taken on board with other
refugegs, and a shont time later we were
safe in Oakland.”

Santa Rosa Business
- Section in Ruins.
“ Qanta Rosa, April 21—The list of known
{ dead now totals 58 and it is believed that
‘ 100 is a conservative estimate of the num-
| ber of persons who lost their lives in the
| awful catastrophe which visited this city.
| Five bodies were recovered today from
the wreckage and the search has hardly
begun.

The entire business section is in ruins
and practically every residence in town is

Worn by the exposure, hﬂl‘ds]l\ﬁ’v‘g and | more or less damaged. The damage to

Persons Killed.

Year. Place.

1187 Sieily .. - oo 00 00
157 Swrial L oo Lot s
288G e et e e DABUIN)
1456. ... Naples i oo .. 40,000
1681, S Tasbion .o <. s <5 o SO0

1626. ... Naples. . .. 70,000
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Great Earthquakes
- Since 12th Century

Year, Place. Pemsons Killed.

S . 20,000 -

: 5,000
1797. ...Country between Santa

i Fe-and Papama .21 .. .. 40,000
1805, Naples i 0. 00 Lol GI00
: Xleppo - Lo iltin. 20000
cea Muredd 0. U0 e Ly e BN
anbon ool e ees 6.000
..Cape Haytien .. .. .. 4,000
Calabrig .o i +.. 10,000
Quite "l g ERLe 5,000

.. Meadoza,South Africa.: 7,000
Towns in Ecuador and

Peru sl
1875....8San Jose de Cucuta,

Columbia .. L.. 14,000
1I88F ) Sde. e e 000
j. ...Oharleston (S. CJ).... 43 I

schamaki .. . 80,000
Jamaica . ie o\ cosa SN0

SRalily .. Us e e e BOGSIO0
17030 \quila, Ttaly.. .. 5,000
1703. ... Yeddo, Japan.. .. .. 200,000
1706... . The Abruza .. .. .. 19000
1706 Algiens oo e o BUD0
Was - iPhilermon L v sl 6,000
Tl Pekin U0 oL on R 100,000
1746....1ima and Callao.. .. 18,000
1754, Grand Oan'o ... cviiv 40,000
.. Rashay, Perndla .. ...« 40,000

155 dudbon oLy i 50,000

stroyed Pompeii and Herculaneum. A,

1891. ...Island of Hondo,Japam.10,000
1894....Yenezuela .. i 3,000

This ‘table does not include the eruptions of Mount Vesuvius which de-

D., 79, nor “the present eruption in

which 2,000 are supposed to have peérished.

WHERE OPERA STARS FLED FROM THE FLAMES

coming in the bay, and said if w2 could

residences was. caused principally by the
sinking of the foundations. The court
house, Hall of Records, the Occidental
and Santa Rosa hotels, the Athenia
Theatre, the nmew Masonic Temple, Odd
Fellows’ Hall, Anthenia Bank were dam-
aged, but are still standing.

It is impossible for anybody to realize
the situation as it really exists here. No
such complete destruction of the city’s
bufiness -interests ever resulted from an
earthquake. The very completeness of the
devastation is truly the redeeming feature
though, for it has levelled the walls to
the ground. :

Bankers and owners . are going about
with the few dollars they happened to
have in their pockets when the crash
came and are no better off than the labor-
ers who are digging through the debris.
Money has practically no value here now
for there is no place to spend it. Almost
every one is stopping out of doors being
afraid to enter their homes except for a
short while at a -time until repairs have
been made. There are plenty of provisions.
Some have been supplied by other towns
and much has been brought in from the
surrounding country,

Before the fire gained headway several
grocery stores were emptied of their con-
tents in anticipation of what might fol-
low.

The city is under full martial law, Com-
pany C, of Petaluma, having been called
to assist the local company in preserving

‘| order. Many deputy sheriffs and special

policemen have also been sworn in but no
trouble yet has occurred, and none is ex-
pected. The relief committee is active and
well managed 'and all in need of assist-
ance, receive it promptly. The work now
requiring the principal attention of- the
authorities is the removal of the wreckage
in order to search for the bodies of those
missing. Forty marines, under command
of Captain Holcombe arrived today and
did’ special work in assisting in the search.

Thousands More
Flee in Despair.

Oakland, Cal., April 21—Driven from the
San Francisco water front, which was al-
most swept dway by fire last night and
early this mofning, thousands of San
Francisco's homeless sought refuge in this
city today. The survivors crossed the
bay in ferry hoats, tugs and launches, and
were met at the Oakland wharves by large
relief committees, which at once set about
the work of relieving the needy and suf-
fering.

Those seriously injured +were at once
‘eent to the hastily improvised hospitals,
and food was provided for hundreds of
hungry persons.

Rigid inspectioms were made for con-
tagiows diseases, and a number of persons
were placed in quarantine.

Along the principal streats of Oakland
there was a picturesque pilgnimage of for-
mer householders, who dragged or carnied
the meagre effects they had been able to
save. The survivors who could not be
cared for in Oakland made an exodus to
Berkeley and other surroumding cities,
where relief committees are actively at
work.

Utter «despair was pictured on mamy
faces, which showed the effects of sleep-
less days and nights and the want of
proper food.

Despite the fact that nearly all churches,
skating pavilions and large halls of the
city have been converted into temporary
lodging places, there will not be room em-
ough tonight to accommodate all the peo-
ple who have surged into Oakland. The
effort to maintain even ordinary sanitary
grrangement is a serous task, and medical
men of the city are engaged in taking im-
mediate charge of the refugees who be-
came dll.

Employment bureaus have been hastily
established and able-bodied men who™ are
willing to work on railways and other
large construction schemes in various parts
of California and Nevada, are furnished
with free tramsportation to the scene of
the labor. It is believed that many men
will be provided with work within the
next few days, and that the present con-
| gestion will not last. z

Newspers All Burned Out.

Oakland, Cal., April 21—The San Fran-
cisco daily newspapers, all of which were
burned out, are gradually getting into
shape. COm Thursday morning the best
showing the morning journals could® make
! was a emall combination eheet bearing
the heading: “Call, Chronicle, IXxaminer.”
It was set up ana printed in the office of
the Oaklamd Tribune, and gave a brief
acéount of the great disaster and took
an optimistic view of the future of the
stricken city.

Yesterday and today the papers, though
still printed in OQakland, have appeared
under their headings, .and witu a few il-
lustrations showing ecemes in the streets
of San Francisco. It is expected that

within a short time they will be able ty

| replace their plants and present their for-
| mer appearance.

|

| First "Autoist—'‘Hello, old man, I don’t
i see you out on the road as much as I used
| to.”"

| ‘Second Autoist—'"No,

my new machine

WWWWWMOH-M | doesa't break down so eften.™
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