sy

POOR DOCUMENT

IUDGES 70 B EMOVED |

PLAN TO PROCURE MORE ACTIVE}

MEMBERS OF THE BENCH.

Parliament Will Be Asked to Make Provis-

ion for the Retirement of Aged and Inca- | i

pacitated Justices Who Do Not Re:lg;n;

Ottawa, Jan, 16—(Special)—Tt is under-

stood that it is the intention of some |
members. of this house of commons and-|

the senate to present an address for the

Temoval of certain judges who ought to}

have sufficient sense of responsibility and
£00d taste long ago to have retired.

There are men on the bench who are so
deaf that it dis well nigh impossible to
make them hear. There are paralytics.
And it is understood that prominent mem-
bers of the legal profession on both sides
have represented to the government. the
scandal of permitting these men to con:
tinue in the positions for which they
are no longer qualified. The representa-
ftions made to the government hgve been
50 well supported by men of beth political
parties that parliament may undertake
the discharge of its duty, however disa-
greeable, without leaving itself open to
““} adverse criiicism.

udges were a good while ago appointed
fr:ltl::gedm behavior, but it was never
it in making them independent of
the influence of the crowm to enable men
who have ceased ito qualify for the dis-
charge of their duties to continue on the
bench. There are, for instance, in On-
tario several men upward of 80 years of
age. Some of them are so deaf that they
do not hear half of what is said to them

by the counsel. Some, owing to their |

great age and the failure of their mental
faculties, forget whatever law they

nnddonotmeulbermthaelueof-

the proceedings what was said to them at

the beginning. If these men have not the |

good sense te retire, parliament will un:
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_ GERMANY'S TROUBLES:

g”“: That Agricultural Depression is the
Real Cause.

“B“?“: Jan. 16.—During the discussion
estimates jn the Diet today, the
Prussian

ister of finance, Baron Von
, promised #to urge the pro-
agrieulturistd’ with the greatest
the house must not insist on
itom the lines laid down. by
rovernments in the tariff

ichter, the radical leader, remark-
& the dhancellor, Count Von
?uelow, had capitulated to the rightists

in rega¥ to the canal bill, was he not
equally likdy to capitulate in respect to
the tariff bil?

Count Von Buelow: took exception to the
m’ of Herr Richter and said he wish-
ed tl}e house to understand that the gov-
ernmient was agliidly behind the statement
made by the: 1inister of finance.

o Personally! said Count Von Buelow,
| “I am willing | ) render all possible aid
to .agmulture but an extreme agrarian
pollicy 10w would be as harmul to the in-
terests of the countmy as would a purely
free. trade pulicy.”

. The chancdlor urged all those interest-
‘ed in the support of national industry to
oonﬁm their effonts within the bounds of
practical legidation. .

| GAPTAIN STRICKEN BLIND.

‘Hard Experience of a French Bark Without
a Navigator or Food.

. St. John's, Nfid., Jan. 16—The French
t‘m'que Manguerite, from the West Indies
dor St. Pierre, Miq., has put into the har-
por of La Poile, Newfoundland, after a

doubtedly discharge its duty and enable | 725%38@ of thirty days during which the

-the government fto disdharge its duty as |
well. If this is done there is not likely

bargue was short of food and water.
When three days out, the captain of the

to be any adverse criticism or any mis- : Marguevite was stricken blind. He was

representation in the maitter.

ITEMS OF ROYALTY.

i

Br]ti,h, German, Spanhh’ and Chinese

Maovements.

London, Jen. 16—The appointment of
Whitelaw Reid as special ambassador to

represent
tio

witﬁ much satisfaction in official circles

here. The

“The selection is a very happy ome, a°
Mr. Reid has always been persoma grata
inthjscmm,aul&msdoneaﬂﬁcould,
and that has been a great deal, to pro-
mote good relations between his country
and our own. The name of Mr. Cleveland

was originally sugg

President
suggestion.

Venezuelan message 10 congress.”
Princeton, N. J., Jan. 16—Mr. Cleve
Jand, when asked if he had been tendered
the appointment of special ambassador t
the coromation of King Edward, answer:
He declined to discuss the ap- |

ed, “No.”

the.United States at the corona

th_e only navigator on board. The mate
sailed the barque north and fortunately
made land in fine weather. Fishermen
piloted the Marguerite into la Poile,
where a new captain has been obtained to
take her to her destination.

' FROZEN TO DEATH.

P

Terrible Experignc: of a Party Lost in a
__ Mountiin Storm.

Bdward lias been raceived

Globe says:

ested, but we are glad
Roosevelt did not adopt the
We cannot quite forget the

T e P

Vaneouver, B. C., Jan. 16— News reached
here today from Nelson, B.

leath of a fourth from ex
nountains of the Slocan
west of Nelson. On Jan. 4 J.§ P, Stevens,

started across the mountain
Sity to visit the Bondholder ciad
_ Before night cﬂ)ec&mo 1
feet of arifts of

L‘ 3 oy
Wall, Stevens and A ma
each a camp and at uncc‘;“d ot hack for

Rockaway, who had beeti
.hetrai? He wias found frozfanto death

NEW WEST INUIA fLiNES.

DO . 16Tt s been announced |

that Pm;nn:n Henry to:f Prussia on his re Arrangements Being Made for § More Steam-
tturn from the United States will be deput- | ers from Baoston. *

od 'to represent Emperor William at the | PLE R

coronation of King Edward.
Kiel, Jan.

16—The i ial yach!

Boston, Jan. 16—The sanouy. ent
nade in shipping c{’rges today fesipg biedeny

b i ] o s ted Stat h

Hohenzollern, which is to sail for the z‘;‘“w f'?ﬁs ey, s B ship

United States on Saturday, is completin; | e .pf;x}:in:mg, it possible, Wik 21;‘9 Em":ﬂ;

her preparations for the tm:mtl&nl tac § ron mks “ﬁn-ge pon jon of one
tep. s 3 ; 5t which wilt approximate $1,0000 o)

Berliin, Jan, 16—Admiral Prince Heng'_y1= e etdor bae‘mm i L g %

2 7 e S It -

of Prussia, arrived here today from Kié e i ca,DOCm e West In

e will remain ten days i Berlin. e P oy o 3ok
The details regarding Prince Henry’: o:be built e '302 o5, hich. are
was that

landing in the United States and his move
ments thereafter, are entirely in the hand:
of Secretary Hay and the German ambas
sador at Washington.

Curry has been a

a native

minister to Spain.
Pelsiny, Jan. 16—The Emperor went from
the Forbidden City to the Temple o
Heaven before daylight, offered gacrifices
and gave thanks for his safe return e
Pekin. All signs of the British occupa
“tion of the temple were removed and the
streets traversed were i
itary escort surrounded the emperor and
a great body : s
lowed him in ¢hairs or on !hot:seback. e
Manchurian negotiations continue slowly.
Russia, in spite of

firmness,

t th esident at the coming
to represen e Ppr X
d(f’ageofﬁheKin:of Spain. Dr. Curry i

Jan. 16-Dr. J. L. M
ppointed special envo
and minister plenipotentiary

of Virginia and was formerly

illuminated. A mil
nobles and officials fol-

HOT ON A WATER QUEST 10N

Truro' Local Politician Fighting the Il\mr—

’Tmlb)

politics have worked up a heavy tensior,
in the mayoralty election over fthe fight

ibetween

Candidate George W. Stuart’s re-election
js opposed by J. H. Kent. Stuart held a
Jarge public meeting tonight speaking two
hours and giving 2 full history of hie

fight for

the mailway already reported in The |
I'tI("elmllih- He stated that if elected he |
would get the railway to pay for the

had the water | in the Polish settiement, ar
not. been turned on en the railway , setious condition and their tu
was hard pushed for a supply last sum-
mer during his
the Tailway w
town $2,000 a year,

Mr. Kent being present, was
hour. He will have a meeting on Mon-

an

day night with Hugh McKenzie, barris-

colonial for Pay.

Jan.  16.—(Special)—Municipal | S5 el

Truro and the. Intercolomial

advanced rates for water supply

ahsence from the town

her m\ottaf:altion of |
is disposed to compromise.

suld now be paying the fcut in the supposed . struggle
was given half | Two of the childmen will p

pen on 3

3uckman, of theé New York &\ 'porto Rico
W:p Company, Will t fon her ini-
a p-

“THE IMMGRATION QUESTION

Jeputy Minister. Smart to Be, ‘Welcomed
in His English Missior,,

—— ;
Toronto, Jan. 16}-(Special)—The Tulegram’s
special cable say ‘T .
London, Jan. 16.—Today’s papei.g peferring
o the visit to Ebgland in the k,terests of
migration to Canada, Mr. S<@irt, deputy
ninister of the jn , geno.gily predict
or him success his mission Yynd eay he
should receive ev . encouragems.nt y
The Daily Newsl however, COMT,enting on

the difference in {he emigration i res
.ween the Uni statﬁs and C‘m&, nb;;

London, Jan. 16.4The projéted guty of a
shilling a quarter |on 1mpofted grain has

y discu during:xhe Last week,
wnd the feeling among im ;rt.eq' qn the
Baltic exchange is that the Qutyl iy likely
| .0 be imposed in the new. budiet Seth
Paylor, chairman of the exX@bange€ gpd the
| largest miller, s&ys the imgorte.s pegard
he imposition the dut¥ . comijacently.
They will not oppose such DT ition 1t

he duty is not large,

Wffect the grain imports. beneéqts will
icerue. to British farmers, o the punden
>t the tax will fall upon i ters 2pd con-
sumers.
—
That Polish Tragedy,,

Pittsburg,Pa.,Jan. 16—The),
supposed murder and assaiilts

leath is uncertain. Vincenzo
‘ather of the family, who wa i

i uted wife, Rosa Lak, is gti‘ll

wover, but very little hope is
‘or the. recovery cf Della,

ter, as the principal speaker on the water | zirl.  The police investigation

pgainst Stuarts | | L. cieiee

yet reguﬂfted in any, 1eve'|09mﬁ

o
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London, Jnn.' 16—Parliament was opened
today by the King in person, who deliver-
ed his speeeh in a dignified manner.

The Speech.

The speech opened with a reference to
the tour of the Prince and Princess of
Wales. ‘“They were éverywhere,” Jsaid

of the liviliest affection, and I am con-
vinced their presence served to rivet more
closely the bonds of mutual regard and
loyalty by which the vigor of the empire
is maintained.”

Referring to Great Britain's relations
with foreign countries, the King sad:
“My relations with the other powers con-
tinue to be of a friendly character.”

Oantqu'y to expectations, the King’s
reference to the war was just as indefinite
as the statements on the subject made
in the last half dozen messages from the
throne; “I regret,”. said His Majesty,
“that the war in South Africa is not yet
concluded, though the course of the opera-
tipns has been favorable to our arrange-
ments, the area. of war largely reduced
and industries are being resumed in my
new colonies. In spite of the tedious
character’ of the campaign, my soldiers
throughout have displayed a cheerfulness
in Mhe endurance of the hardships inei-
dent to guerilla warfare, and a humanity,
even to their own detriment, in their
tneatment of the eénemy, which are deserv-

.ing of the highest praise. ‘T"he necessity

for relieving those of my froops who have
most felt the strain of war has afforded
me the opportunity of again availing my-
self of the loyal and patriotic offers of my
colonies, ‘and further contingents will
shortly reach South Africa fitom the Do-
minion’ of Canada, the' comn\oqwealt:h of
Australia and New Zealand.”

‘In regard to the sugar conference the

speech says:
“I trust ibs decision may lead to the
abandonment of ‘the system by which the
sugar producing colonies and home manu-
factures of- sugar heve been ‘undiairly
weighted in the prosecution of this import-
ant industry.”

‘Then came the following clause:

“I have concluded with the President
of the United States a treaty, the pro-
visions of which will facilitate the con-
struction of an . inter-oceanic canal under
guaranteas that its neutrality will be

'n{ainminad and that it will be open to
1)

¢ commerce and shipping of all na-
»

 rible sufferings of three mMidfers and the  tions.

Next followed references to the Anglo-
Brazilian- treaty, to the referring of the
British Guiana-Brazil boundary questions
to the arbitration of the King of Italy,
to the necessity for the continuance of
famine relief measures in India, and to
the ‘death of the Ameer, “whose son,
Habib Ullah, haes expressed an earnest de-
sire to maintain the friendly relations of
Afghanistan with my Indian empire.”
After announcing that the estimates
have “been framed as economically as due
regard for their efficiency renders possible
in the special ciroumstances of the present
exigeney,” the spgech concluded with
mentioning proposed legislaton, of solely
domestic interest, with the exception of a
bill to facilitate the sale and purchase of
land in Ireland.

' Campbell-Bannerman.

London, Jan. 16.—After the speech from
the throne had been formally read in the
House of Commons and the address in
reply had been moved and seconded, the
Liberal leader, Sir Henry Campbell-Ban-
nerman spoke in general terms against the
course of the government in South Africa,
urging ‘conciliation in place of brute force.
He said the same, to a large measure, Was
true of Ireland, where the govetnrment, at
present, was floundering between *‘gon-
cession and coercion” and urged the adop-
tion of the.most liberal programme toward
Ireland. :

Harcourt.

Sir William Vernon Harcourt (Liberal},
by attacking the institution of mantial law
in the Cape Colony and by accusing the
government of grossly unconstitutional
conduct in advising the ministers of the
(ape Colony not to summon the Cape
parliament, brought up Mr. Chamberlain,
the colonial secretary, who was in a most
militant mood. Mr. Ohamberlain declar-
ed that Sir Wiliam Vernon Harcourt.
ought to have placed a question of such
vast importance in ‘the form of an amend-
ment, and proceeded to justify absolutely
the aation. of the Cape government. Mr.
Chamberlain said he did not care a scrap

the King, “received with demonstrations |’

for legal opinions on one side or the other;
that the government had to deal with an
emergency and that it had followed the
universal practice of all countries. He
also said the government of the Cape
Colony would ask parliament to indernni-
fy their adts. Sir William Vernon Har-
court asked: “When will that be done?”

Mr. Chamberlain retorted: *When is the
war going to end?” (Laughter; cheers).

John Redmond (chairman of Irish par-
liamentary party): “By the next general
elecbion.”

In the course of his speech Mr. Cham-
berlain wa¢ protesting against the sugges-
tion that he should owerrule the privy
council, when Mr. Redmond interjected:
“Hear, hear, you ought to be King.”
Amid laughter Mr. Chamberlain replied:
“That is very good of the honorable gen-
tleman, but that is not my ambibion.”

The House of Commons then adjourned.

House of Lords

The House of Lords was well filled when
business was ‘resumed. ‘The Prince of
Wales occupied the seat fommerly used by
his father. Many peeresses were in the

lery.

The lord chancellor, Barl Halsbury, for-
mally read the King’s speech. ’

The Earl of Harrowby (Conservative)
in moving the address in reply to the
speech from the throne, referred to the
non-interference of foreign powers in the
South African war as being evidence of
their friendly relations. .

The Eanl of Lytton, who scconded the
motion, congratulated the government “on
their more than friendly relations with
the United Staes and South American Re-
publics.” He added that though affairs
in lreland were considered critical they
might safely be left in the hands of the
government.

Spencer.

Farl Spencer (Liberal) criticising the ad-
dress, said that while he recognized the
impossibility of granting the Boer demands
for independence, yet he deprecated in
sistence on unconditional surrender. His
lordship urged the government to promise
the Boers autonomy similar to the govern-
ment of Australia and Canada.

Saligbury. ;

The premier, Lord Salisbury, whose en-
trance into the house was greeted with
hearty applause, said he was glad to hear
Eanl Spencer yent an ufterance for which
he, the premier, had been frequently and
unspairingly condemned. It was quite true
that -there was no possibility of granting
the Boers independence. Neither was it
the government’s buysiness, after being
gratuitously attacked, to inform the Boers
on what terms they would be forgiven,

-especially since the Boers had not yet ex-

pressed a wish to be forgiven.

Rosebery,

Lord Salisbury defended martial law in
South Africa and urged the opposition to
remember they were not dealing with the
question whether they  could make out a
good case against the government. The
premier pleaded that they should not al-
low their eagerness to. improve their party
position make them forget the issue wheth-
er or no Great Britain should be victor
in the war. He reminded the opposition
that a wrong settlement now would im-
pose grave difficulties and embarrassments
upon the nation for many years to come.

Replying to the premier, Lord Rosebery
enid he favored a passive policy of peace,
which would receive oventures when these
were made, and that in this connection
he wished to know the truth of the rumors
concerning the visit to London of Dr.
Kuyper, the premier of Holland; had Dr.
Kuyper brought such overtures?”

“Not so far as I know,” answered Lord
Salisbury.

“Have any overtures been received from
the Boer leaders in Europe?”’ asked Lord
Rosebery.

To this question Lord Salisbury answer-
d K‘No.”

The Night Se:sion.

London, Jan. 16—On the oprning night
of parliament the debate in the House of
Lords was far more interesting than that
in the House of Commons which, except
for M. Chamberlain's speech, proved
rather dull and languid. In the House of
Peers Lord Lytton, son of the poet-diplo-
matist, seconding the address in reply to
the speech from the throne, in an able
speech, which drew high praise from

Lord Rosebery as “by far the ablest he-
J

~ IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT IN SESSION.

Speech from the Throne—Debate- in the House of Lords by Spencer,
Salisbury and Rosebery—In the Commons Campbell-Bannerman,
Harcourt and Others Discuss the Boer War.

had ever heard upon such an occasion,”
gave an early touch of distinction to the
proceedings.

Earl Spencer spoke for the Liberals, in
the absence of the Earl of Kimberley, who
is ill. After Lord Salisbury’s brief reply,
Lord Rosebery opened an extended cmiti-
cism by describing King Edward’s speech
as the most jejune ever placed on the lips
of any monarch. The speaker expressed
his scepticism as to the motives of the
visit to London of Dr. Kuypers and said:
“T do not suppose he came to see the old
masters.” He twitted Mr. Chamberlain
for “trailing his diplomatic coat and in-
viting anybody to tread upon it,” and
contended that the name of Great Britain
was now held in a hostility abroad com-
pared to which all previous records faded
into significance.

Lord Rosebery commended the spirit
and the wonds of Mr. Chamberlain’s re-
ply to the imperial chancellor of Ger-
many, Couit Von Buelow, but expressed
his anxiety concerning the constant con-
troversies with Germany and other powers
which Mr. Chamberlain’s dialectics had
excited, and wanted to know where it was
going to stop. Lord Rosebery said indul-
gence in the present methods would give
ample opportunity for maintaining that
position of splendid isolation which - the
government seemed to deem eminently
desirable, but to maintain which they
would do well to have an overpowering
fleet and an efficient army, for others were
aiso building fleets.

During the course of Lord Rosebery’s
speech Lord Salisbury constantly rose to
his feet to make corrections or objections
thereto, until finally Lord Rosebery said
he wou!d not further touch upon topics
which seemed to irritate the premier.

Lord Lansdowne, foreign secretary,brief-
ly replied to Lord Rosebery, combating
the view that Great Britain was hated
abroad.

Amendments to Address

London, Jan, 16—The Liberals failed to
persuade Mr. H. H. Asquith, M. P., to
move the amendment to the address in
reply to the speech from the/throne, cen-
suning the government’s war policy. After,
it is understood, consulting with Lovd
Rosebery, an amendment has been framed
which briefly offers the support- of the
Liberal party in all proper measures for
the effective prosecution of the war, but
expresses the opinion that the policy of
the government has wot conduced to a
rapid termination of hostilities and the
egtablishment of a durable peace.
‘Frederick Cawley, M. P., will move this
amendment, which, it is expected, the
whole opposition will support, with the
exception of the Irish members, who ob-
ject to providing means to carry on the

war.

The Standand asserts that the leadership
of the Liberal party in the House of Lords
was offered to Lord Rosebery and de-
clined, but that his personal followers arc
confident that his accession to the Liberal
leadership is oaly a question of a few
months,

The Nationalists believe that Colone:
Arthur Lynch will attempt to take his
seat' in the House of Commons if he can
evade arrest until he remches Westminster.

Among the interesting questions during
the early days of parliament there wiil
be several about the Chamberlain-Vou
Buelow quarrel and Mr. Joha Morley will
ask whether any evidence can be adduced
that the British government refused to
take pamt in any suggested combination
of the European powers with respect to
the war between the United States and
Spain. This question will be an outcome
of the recent rumors to the effect that it
was Russia which prevented European in
tervention in this war. ’

Irish Members.

London, Jan. 16.—The Irish members
held their usual sessional meeting this af-
ternoon and decided to move amendmnets
to the address in reply to the speech from
the throne condemning coercion, the South
African war, the concentration camps in
South Africa and the financial relations
between Ireland and Great Britain.

Several amendments to the address were
finally adopted; these included a petition
for the revision of the Irish land and tax
ation laws, protests against the enforce
ment of the crimes act and the operation
of certain courts and protests against the
concentration camps in South Africa. An
other amendment contained an appeal for
the relief of the congested districts and the
better housing of the working classes 1n
Ireland. .

Tragedy at Truro.

Truro, Jan. 16—(Special) —A. terrible
case of infanticide occurred here this
week. Margaret Shute, aged 22, a domes-
tic in the family of Mrs. Mahon, was
found in bed with a child, dead. The
child was wrapped i its mother’s night
dress with a sleeve tied around its meck.

| It had died by strangulation. The mother

was very ill with convulsions and died
shortly after without speaking. The ver-
dict of the coromer’s jury was to the ef-
fect that the child had been killed by
its mother. The girl has a mother, one
brother and two nsisters living here and
had been out to,her brother’'s home the
night previous to the birth of the child.

Murder Case Concluded
Newport, N. H., Jan. 16.—Ihe fate of
Geo. K. Briggs, who for three days past
has been on trial here for the murder
of Mrs, Florence Jones of langdon on
Nov. 2, 1901, now rests with the jury, the

‘| testimony and arguments having been com-

plgged and the case given to them about
5 o’clock this afterngon. It is not likely
a verfiwt will be-reached before tomIQITOW
;pm'mng. ¥

e b s B el

Fitzgerald Not Dead Yet.

Ottawa, Jan. 16—(Special)—Some time
ago it was reported that Mr. Fitzgerald,
who joined the mounted police in 1900,
who formerly resided in Antigonish, Nova
Scotia, was drowned in the Stikine river.
The comptroller of the mounted police
has received word from Fitzgerald, who
is safe and well. Two other men named
Campbell and Heathcote were drowned.

The New Minister of Marine.

Ottawa, Jan. 16—(Special)—The new
minister of marine and fisheries, Hon. Jas.
Sutherland, will leave tomorrow or next
day, for his constituency and will remain
there until after nomination January 29th.
It is not as already said, likely that there
will be any opposition to his election. Mr.
Sutherland was receiving telegrams of con-
gratulations -today. g

British Columbia Salmon Fisheries.

Ottawa, Jan. 16—(Special)—The Liberal
members of British' Columbia, and Profes-
sor Prince have been appointed a com-
mittee to investigate all matters affect-
ing the British Columbian salmon fisheries.

Nire Thousand for McGill.

Montreal, Jan. 16.—(Special)—Hon.
Robert McKay has handed over to the
authorities of McGill University $9,000,
collected some years ago and intended as
part of a fund to be used in university
work as a memorial for Hon. Alexander
Mackenzie, formerly premier of CUanada.
Nothing additional having been subscrib-
ed, it has been decided to hand over the
amount to be applied to the general pur-

| poaes cf the university.

So That Mariners May Vote.

Toronto, Jan. 16—(Special)—John Lee,
new member of the Ontario Legislature
for East Kent, will introduce a bill this
session enabling trainmen and mariners to
vote at their places of residence two days
before election day when necessary, the
intention being to defeat a plan sometimes
adopted by managers of railways and
boats of sending employes who differ from
them politically to some distant point -on
election day.

Tunnel Disaster Inquest.

New York, Jan. 16.—The coroner’s inquest
to determine the responsibility for the death
of 17 persons, in the New ‘York Central tun-

nel last week, was begun today. Coroner
Scholer presided.

B———

CREEP[NG QOILING SERPENT.
Dr. Philip Cox Tells at Chatham Some Ir-
teresting Facts About Snakes.

Chatham, N. B, Jan. 15—At a
meeting of thz Miramichi Natural

History Society, held last evening, Dr.
| Victorian Arrives at Halifax Ahead of Time

Phiip Cox delivered a lecture on Snakes,
presenting this gryesome subject ina most
attractive way. In the course of his lee-

ture he said, that, perhaps, snakes were |

the least understood of all animals, Why
should these harmless creatures, so beaut:-
ful in coloring, so graceful in movement,
capable of such noiseless undulations of
body, and always posing in attitude
worthy of an artist, be such objects of dis-
trust, dread and cruelty—and that when:
ever man came near them, he felt impelled
to lacerate, torture or destroy them?

1t could not be altogether on account of
the close connection of the snake with the
fa:l of mankind, and the curse pronounced
upon it, for tribes, who had never seen
the bibe had the same instinctive dread.
Mankind had his primitive home in the
east,probably in a warm portion of Africa.
Men living in a savage state, in the open
air, wearing a scanty garb, where poison
ous serpents abound were exposed to
snakes, a bite from which would prove
fatal.” So the dread of the snake began
ages upon ages ago and has been inherit-
ed by descendants, and has now become
an acquired instinet, which is one of the
hardest things in life to get rid of. There

are no poisonous - snakes found in
New Brunswick. They are all harm-
less, buf when one meets a

snake it : will raise its head,
and prepare to launch’ forth at you the
same as the rattlesnake; but this is only
a habit. It has mo fangs, or only rudimen-
tary ones, the upper jaw secretes mno
poisonous matter, the teeth are all the
same size and weak. In nature animal life
is constantly undergoing changes, and by
the rudimentary gland in mon-posionous
snakes, we may conclude that at one time
all snakes were poisonous, but that they
have lost their power through disuse for
countless ages, as powers are lost. Its or
ganization ranks very low in the anima'
kingdom, |As a rule the greater the length
of body the lower the organization. The
brain of the snake is very small in propro
tion to the size of its body—there is an
absence of exterior organs, the senses of
taste, touch and smell rank very low; it
has a number of joints, but no breast-
bone, and no meck- The end of each rib
is attached to a large scale, so locomosion
:s performed on the end of the ribs or
in other words a - spake walks
on its ribs. By a peculiar forma-
tion of the jaw and the power
of enormously distending the gullet
a smake can swallow such compacarively
large objects as a mouse, frog, ewc. The
skin of the snake and also the ey2, wnicr
is immovable, is covered with an spider-
mis which sheds three or four times during
the year. Frogs and toads respire Ly swal-
owink -air, but snakes have ribs so can
breathe. They have one lung and some
times a fragment of the other, a wind+
pipe is attached to the lung, whizn is 1ot
cell-like but has * large sacks,
with fibrous walls.  Snakes are
called cold blooded creatures, bui they
really are not so, but when the atmos-
phere 1s very warm, they have the power
of keeping the temperature of their body
a little below it, as when the weazher is
very cold they can keep themselves a lit-
tle warmer than it- Dr. Cox described
minutely the habits and structure of the
five different snakes found in New DBruns
wi k. A drawing of each was on the black
board, viz.:The black snake, which i-
.ometimes four feet long; the garter
snake, green snake, red hellied an 1ed
ring-neck snake. ;

IN THE THEATRE OF WAR.

Progress Favorsble--Cecil Rhodes ‘Securés
Contracts for Supplies. '

PR

London, Jan. 16—It was learned by ¢
representative. of the Associated Press to
day that Cecil Rhodes has secured con
tracts amounting to several million pound:
sterling, for supplying South Africa, es
pecially the British troops in that part
of the world, with fresh meat, which will
be taken to sSouth Afmica in refrigerato:
vessels, from DBritish colonies and elsc
where. Mr. Rhodes’ friends admit tha
one of his motives for so doing emanate-
from long standing differences which have
oxisted between himself and the head oi
one of the South African cold storagc
concerns, which, at present, practicaliy
controls the fresh meat trade of South
Africa.

Johannesburg,. Jan. 16—Col. Wing, act
ing independently, has captured forty-nine
Boers, including Major Wolmarans of the
Staaf artillery, at Boschmanskraal, 25
miles northwest of Ermelo. *The captures
for the week were slightly below the
average. General DeWet is moving about
the Reitz district. The Bethldhem and
Heilbron commandoes-are with him. He
is inside the British sphere of operations,

London, Jan. 16—The war news com
tinues favorable, but this is not the real
explanation of the activity of the Kalffirs.
Work in the mines has been resumed on
a large scale, and the crushing mills are
again in motion. This information does
not come from the stock exchange but
from letters from superintendents of
mines, who are directing large gangs of
workmen.

Washington, Jan.' 15—Mr. Hoar today
presented a resolution which was agreed
to calling upon the president to inform
the senate whether the state department
had any official information as to whether
the British government charges duties on
goods intended for prisoners of war in
Bermuda, in violation of the fifteenth
anticle of the Hague convention. He stat-
ed that information had reached him from
a thigh authority .that such duties have

More Trouble With Indians.

Washington, Jan. 16.—Five Indlans were
killed during the recemt trouble at the
Longue River agency in Montana, accord-
ing to the official report received by Com-
mission -of Indian Affairs Jones today from
Agent Clifford. The agent recommends that
~0 men from the United States army ‘under
command of a command officer be station-
ed permanently at Camp Merritt, near the
agency. Now there are only 11 men under
command of a sergeant at Camp-Merritt.

W OUR SOLDIR BOYS

TROOPSHIPS CHEER EACH OTHER
PASSING AT SEA.

—All Well on the Manhattan—More Re-
cruits from the West--St. John Boy lIl.

Halifax, N. 8., Jan. 16—(Special)—The
vig Leyland liner Victorian, Capt. Shep~
.erd; wmch will take the second section
oL the {anadian Mounied Rifles from here
w0 South Africa, and waich was
on daturday next, surprised everybody by
ATiving in port at li4u tuis morning
suortiyy before 11 o’ciock the citadel re-
ported two steamers approaching from the
.outueast, and at 11-30 one was made out
is the Kurness lner Uiunda trom Liver-
s00i, and the other as the troopship Vie-
.orian.

Lhe Victorian’s run from St. Vincent,
C. V., is considered a fast one, it being
nine days since she left that piace, and 22
rom ‘lab.e Bay. After being inspected at
,uarantine she proceeded to the dockyard.
Lhe Vietorian is a ship simuar in appear-
.nce to the Manhattan, Sue has four masts
and one funnel, was built at Beifast in
wY5, is 5,753 tons net and 8,824 Lons gross,
(id has engines of 69 horse power. Her
{imensions are: Length, 512 feet 5 inches;
breadth, 59 feet 2 inches; depth of wo.c,
35, feet.

From Cape Town to St. Vincent the
steamer had fine weather with light trade
winds. She arrived at St. Vincent on the
6th about 4 p. m., remained about fifteen
minutes and proceeded; had fine weather
up to Wednesday morning when it came
on to rain and blow.

The Victorian is troopship, No. 66, and
ias been engaged by the British govern-
ment for the past two years. She has made
two trips to Australia during that time,
mee to Victoria and once to Queensland.
Her last voyage was from Southampton to
.he Cape with the Worcester Mounted
(nfantry. :
At 11 o’clock on Wednesday she passed
the troopship Manhattan, hence for South
Africa. The ships were about two lengths
apart. The Manhattan was making good
cime and the water was smooth. The
\roops were massed on the upper deck
and cheered loudly and waved handker-
‘hiefs, etc. The Manhattan also displayed
the signals “All well’ and the Victorian
replied, ‘‘Pleasant passage’”

.Chief Officer Coipitts is a Canadian, 3
aative of St. Johny N. B. There came on
she steamer from the Cape, Capt. C. Con-
vay Mason, of the Victorian Mounted
Rifles, otherwise known as the Imperial
Jushman. Thel captain has seen about two
vears’ service in South Africa. He went
here in the Victorian and was an. aide-
amp to Lord Methune, from Meibourne
via England.

Col. Gordon, of Montreal, Dr. Farrell, of
Winnipeg; Mr. Ricketts, of Montreal (who
served in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Own
\ olunteers), and Trooper Brown. of 8t
john, who:'was in the 8- A. C. also came
n the Victorian. The Victorian is splen-
tidly fitted and has accommodation for
390 troops_and about 500 horses- Her offi-
‘ers on the 18th December, while in Lam-
-ert’s Bay, landing stores, had an oppor-
unity of witnessing some real warfare.
While at anchor there on that date the
sritish cruiser Thrush, formerly on this
.tation in command of Prince George, now

Prince of Wales, steamed in, cleared her

tecks for action and commenced to shell
;opjes some distange in'and. The Boers
.ould be plainly seen scurrying in all direc-
:1ons. After shelling for about two hours,
'heTthhshputtomagun'-Itwua
srand sight.

It is expected that the Victorian will
save here in about a week’s time. She
will take about 2,000 tons of caal.

Ottawa, Jan. 16.—(Speciai)—1'he i
ia department was advised this afternoon
f the arrival at Halifax of the transport
ictorian from Cape Town. The Victor-
an was reported due on the 14th (Tues-
lay), but it took three days longer to get
o Halifax. She made the trip in 27
iays. The supply transports sailing be-
ween St. John and Cepe Town take 32
lays for the trip. - ;

The fifteen trained scouts asked for by
{ord Kitchener passed through the city
yday en route to join Colonel Evans in
{alifax. Accompanying the scouts were

iifteen extra men to take the places of

ren who have been discharged by Colonel
lvans for misconduct. The whole thirty
men were recruited in the Northwest.
The folowing cable was received at the
militia department today from the colonial
secretary:
“Regret to inform you that Kenneth

[ Morrison is dangerously ill with enteric

fever at Heidelberg, 10th January. His
father is P. Morrison, Yorktown, N. W.
T. Beverley A. Green Schotield is dan-
gerously ill with enteric fever, 10th Janu-
ary, at Heidelberg. His mother is Mrs.
Fenwick, Fairville, St. John. (Sgd.)
(hamberlain.” .

[Many friends throughout the city will
regret to learn of Trooper Schofield’s ill-
ness. He served with the first contingent
and went to the Cape again last March
as’a member of the Canadian comstabul-
ary. Trooper Schofield’s mother is Mrs,
W. F. Fenwick, of 22 Harding street,
Fairville, where he resided before dom-
ning the king’s uniform.]

ST. JOSEPH'S FESTIVAL.

Distinguished Speakers Yesterday at the
Annual Event.

Memramcook, Jan. 18—(Special)—A targe
crowd of old students of St. Joseph’s Col-
lege with many guests Jjoined with tha
undergraduates today in celebrating our
presidents’ festival day. A dinner was given.
Addresses—repr tive of studen or
made by H. McInerney and A. Lavoi, Fre
and English. e

Among the speakers were ,Em

Hon. . R, Emmerson, car
Michaud and Rev. Father Belliver

Blizzard in Germs’

Bsrlén, Jan. mé;—tA dwﬂd 4
over ermany er .
feet deep In 1‘%01!!!;42
graphic communication
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