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E. H. McAlpine on the Platform--An

Answer to Mr. Foster--Shaughnessy’s Offer to Haul Freight Over the Cantilever Bridge--The
Rent Wanted for an Engine--Foster’s Negative and Chilly Record Examined
In Detail--What He Did Not Do For St. John.

_ Thorsday night's mecting. held in Union
! Hall, North End, in the Liberal interests,
was a large and very enthusiastic gather-
ing. The number present was Lmited only
by the capacity of the hall but the en-
. thusiasm evoked by the able speech of
Hon. A. G. Blair was practically unbound-
ed, The meeting exhibited a very strong
{ sentiment in the North End in accord with
the stand of the honorable minister of
railways and the pol.cy of the government
on the questions of the day and by the
splendid manner in whidn Colonel Tucker’s
name was received, showed that the north-
arn section of the city will do its share
_ J;&;iemng both Hon. A, G. Blair and Col.
: er.

. jsMr. Henry K. Hilyard was eledted

chairman and made a short introductory
address in which he referred with pride
to Hon. A. G. Bair and to the works he
had starmted in St. John.

Mr, E. H. McAlpine
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di* { was them introduced. He said the main
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| Blair could not be returned.
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difference betw.en the two political parties
as to strength in New Brunswick was that
Hon, George E. Foster could not be elect-
ed in any ome of its constiluencies while
thevre was not one in which Hon. A. G.
(Applause.)
Mr. Foster, politically speaking, was too
small to re Tesent any province. (Laugh-
ter.) He bad at the Opera House caded
on Christian men to uphold the sacredness
of the balot. The speaker told of the
appointment of a commssion by Sir Wil-
frid Laurier to inquire into charges that
in the West Huron election the ballot
boxes had been stuffed, and if this was
proven there was the promise thet the
perpetators would be punished. Twelve
years ago, said Mr. McA.pine, in Queens
county, New Brunsw.ck, & partizan return-
ing officer gave the seat to Mr. Baird when
the Liberal, Mr. King, had received 67
more votes. Mr. Baind was forced to re-
sign and, came back in a by-eleo.don, In
this ‘a school teadher—a meek and humble
foilower of Bob Ingersoll—was cent up to
Watiarboro as returning officer. This wes
‘a parish where the Liberals had always
over 80 majority. In the by-election, in-
stead of this majority for the Liberals,
the result was a majority of 40 for Mr.
Baird, a turnover of 120 votes. Legal as-
gistarce was hud and magi trates hea d the
dec.a.ations of those who had voted for
‘Mr. King and the result was that it wes
found Mr. King’s old vote had been cast.
Did Mr. Foster bring this up in the House
of Commons? No, and, though this was
12 yeare ago, Mr. Foster was only begin-
ning to find out that ballot boxes had oc-
casionally been stuffed. (Applause.)

Foster the Useless.

Mr. MecAlpine showed that Mr. Foster
in his years as representat.ve had done
nothing for the province. Delega.ions 'of
(Convervatives waited on him to have nim
do somathing. One saw him at the Royal
Hotel in reterence to the steamners m;d
one of the dclegates, Mr, A. Macau.ay, said
afterwards that tiey were treated so cooly
that they considered th:nselves treated
awith scant courtesy and they got out as
soon as possibie. In contrasc 1o the cold-

neas of Mr. Foster ta
John, Mr. McAipine ably and con-
vineingly dhowed Hon. A. G.

_ Blair’s favorable attitude towards this city.
Dr. Stockton, at the Opera House, tqld
that he left the Liberal party because its
podcy was commercial union with the
United States. But, in 1882 and 1883, that
same Dr. Stockton wrote a letter to the
New York Herald, advocating annexation
of Oanada to the United States. In the
years 1888, 1889 and 1890 Dr. Stockton
had made speeches supporting the Liberal
policy of better trade relations with the
United States.
The venerable Dr. Alward, said the
er, had said at a Fairville meeting,
that he was much disappointed with Mr.
Blair’s speech at the Opera House. Poor
Dr. Alward, said he. - Fancy comparing
him to the minister of railways and can-
als. It was like comparing a boy’s pop-
gun to a modern Ammstrong cannon.
(Laughter). Mr, McAlpine went on to
ghow how Dr. Alward and Dr. Stockton
thad both supported Mr. Blair in the
Jocal legislature for years and then turned
on him end introduced a resolution blam-
ing him for increased. expenditures which
they themselves had supported.
7The speaker then took up the send-
ing of the contingents to South Africa and
held it the crowming glory of the politi-
cal life of Sir Wilfrid Laurier that he
had waited a few days before sending
the troops; until he should have the peo-
ple to back up his decision. During the 18
years of Conservative rule there were
many opportunities for action, but mnot
a man or not a dollar did the Conserv-
tives send to help the motherland in her
wars.

Shoe on the Other Foot.

Mr. McAlpine said that when Sir Char-
les Tupper had a majority in Quebec there
was no disloyal Quebec cry. But, that
province was now called disloyal because
it followed Laurier and Tarte. Tarte
was a good friend of St. John and had
sent the dredge here every year for three
years. (Applause). The speaker continued
apinstﬁbencecryandsh«medt.bmit
wae  Sir - Wilirid Laurier’s ambition to
weld the races, Under the Conservative
race agitation the verge of civil war had
been reached. He himeelf had heard
Major Markhem of the Sun say he wes
prepared to draw his sword and lead hie

-
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Kings county Hussars to Quebec. Oh, the
dreadful slaughter, said he.
the speaker said it was better to seek the
industrial development of the coungry im-
wtead of guarrelling about racial and theo-
logical questions.. Mr. McAlpine said he
had been cniticized by the Sun for receiv-
ing some bundreds of dollars for legal
services. But, they dunl not speak of the
larger amounts paid under the Conserva-
tive government for the same work. Nor
did they speak of the $13,000 a year for
13 years, received by the Sun itself from
the government. He dealt briefly with
the government pledges, dther issues, and
apoke of the giorious outlook for Canada
and said that all that was necessary wuas
a good government, and such we had in
Sir Wilfrid Launier and his cabinet.
Mr. Geo. R. Cmigie was called on and
sang a parody, along political lines, of a
familiar Scotch air. It .was loudly ap-

' plauded.

Attorney General Pugsley.

Hon. Dr. ?ugsley, who was introduced
next, was given a very warm reception.
He said he was greatly pleased to be pres-
ent and speak a few words in support of
Hon. ‘A. G. Blair. He felt sure that, as
the recent local elections had resulted in
the defeat of the Conservative workers,
the same would be the result ofthe voting
on November 7. Dr. Pugsley had noticed
that the Sun had referred to him. It said
there was no necessity for him to ex-
plain why he was workirg with the Lib-
eral party. He wondered the Sun sought
10 recall 1896. The Sun would like if the
independent party would forget the wrong
attempted by Tupper and Foster in 1896
regarding the terminus of the Atlantic
mail steamers. He detailed the stand
taken against St. John on this by Sir

les and Mr, Foster and as a member of
the Independent party, there was the
same resson today for voting against
Fsogzter and Dr. Stockton as there was in
1896.

Dr. Pugsley was continuing to talk of
the steamship matter and some one asked
if that was the sole reason' why the In-
dependent party was started.

He replied yes; that as the result of a
meeting he.d in Mechanics’ Institute it
was formed as a protest against Sir Charles
Tupper and Mr. Foster for the ignoring of
St. John in connection with the fast At-
lantic service, Then afterwards the can-
didates, Mr. McLaughlin and himself,
adopted another platform and declared to
a meeting that if elected they would vote
against the remedial bill on an attempt to
force it upon the province of Manitoba.
To the 1,400 who stood with him in defence
of what they thought were the rights of
the city he called now to fight side by side
with the party we believe tp be acting in
the best interests of the city. The In-
dependent party of 1896 could consistently
support the Liberal administration today.
Dr. Pugsley told of the granting of the
first subsidy to the Beaver line boats and
in that connection, said he would tell some-
thing which had not been announced from
the platform. He was one of a delegation
who called on the government at Ottawa
to endeavor to get a $25,000 subsidy for
the Beaver line to St. John. They called on
Mr. Foster and

He Turned to Them the Marble Heart.

He said he was afraid they had come too
late, the money had been appropriated.

Continuing, -

incoming administration had found a con-
tract drawn up and signed for a fast
Atlantic steamship service. The essence
of his charge was that the presemt gov-
ernment had torn up that contraet. Mr.
Blair asked if the people of St. John
would be disposed to regard that as a
serious reproach upon the government of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier? It was certainly a
bold thing for Mr. Foster to ask such a
test to be applied in this constituency;
for i5 would be remembered that the
contract in question made

_No Mention of the Port of St. John,

neither for the passenger service mor the
fireighit' service. (Cheers). Therefore, when
Mr. Foster came befiore the people of this
consituency and declared himself to be
their - special friend they would be apt
to remember hié record in respect to the
fast Atlantic service. Had it takem him
18 years to discover that there was such
a port as St. John? (Cheers). If he had
been such a friend in the past, what guar-
antee had they that he would be any dif-
ferent in the future? The speaker said
he would be ashamed to face an audience
in St. John, or in any other part of the
province, if he could not say that he
had a voice lond enmough to prevent such
an outrage. (Cheérs). Was there any
evidence that Mr. Foster was penitent
for his action in .this regard? (Laughter
and applause). Did he come forward ad-
mipting that his action had been due
not only to moments, but months and
vears of weakness? ' (Renewed laughter
and dheers). Perhaps Mr. Foster imagin-
ed that there was in this community a
sentiment which would lead mankind to
run counter to all the natural impulses
of the heart and of the mind, and that
they would prefer to put their own in-
teredts at peril rather than to deal with
him as he justly deserved.

We have bad a gpod deal, said Mr.
Blair, - froma the ex-minister of finance
upon the subject of the winter port ques
tion, and as that is & somewhat live mat-
ter I propose in the time that will be at
my disposal to make a statement which
may be.considered side by side with his.
Would you not imagine that Mr. Foster
was not only zealous beyond all expres-
sion to do that which you desire, but
that he was associated with a party
which was equally zealous in the same
direction? You would imagine thet his
leader was willing to give a fair show
to the port of St. Johm. You would
imagine that the leading men of that
party were similarly disposed; but even
a casual glance at political history would
show that none of these gentlemen were
willing to give a hearing to anything in
that direction. Sir Chaerles Tupper has
not failed to denounce every proposition
wiich I have presented to parliament with
reference to the extension of the Inter-
colonial, and for doing an export busi-
ness at this port.

8ir Charles Was Not Alone.

Mr. , the ex-minister of railways,
was of precisely the same view. Here
is an extract from one of his speeches in
parliament:

‘“‘Another thing the honorable gentleman
dilated upom was the great advantage to the
country there would be in the making of
the extensive improvements proposed In the

Sir Hibbert Tupper was seen and Was 2 | city of St. John. We are golng to make St.
little better. Mr. Ives, the minister of A John a term'nus of the Intercolonial Rail way

customs, surprised the delegates by stating
that they had come in a most inoppor-
tune time because arrangements were about
completed between the Allan line, fhe C.
P. R. and the Grand Trunk railway to
make Portland, Me., the terminus of the
Atlantic mail service, for a period of 10
years. It had been almost consummated
without Mr. Foster, our representative,
telling his constituents. The delegation

went further, and saw Sir Mackenzie

Bowell and there the first encouragement
was given. So it could be seen how little
Mr. Foster had done for the subsidy to
the Beaver line,

Dr. Pugsley said it was for the electors
to compare Mr. Foster s record with Hon.
A. G Blair's. They would find Mr. Blair
their true friend and that Mr. Foster,
while in power ,was not the friend of St.
John. Dr. Pugsley quoted Dr. W. W.
White’s eulogy of Mr. Foster when he
nominated the ex-finance minister. All
that Dr. White could find to say for Mr.
Foster was that he was an orator, was a
magnificent speaker and would grace par-
liament—not a word of anything he had
ever done. Different was Hon. Mr. Blair’s
record which boasted more of work done
than of speaking ability. He closed with
the assurance of the election of Mr. Blair
and his colleague, Col. Tucker. -

Hon A. G. Blair

was cheered and cheered as he was in-
troduced. He acknowledged the warm
greeting extended him, He said that by
the announcement of Mr. Foster’s friends
and press that he was only waiting to see
when he (Blair) would accept nomination
before he threw himself into the contest,
that the element was brought in of com-
parison of the records of the two candi-

i dates. Mr. Foster had spoken a few even-

ings ago in this hall and now he (Mr.

| Blair) thought it fitting he should review

s A B Bt U

the grounds of attack taken by the ex-
finance minister,

The minister then quoted from Mr. Fos-
ter’s recent speech, in which that gemtle-
man had referred to the business inca-
pacity of the present government. Mr.
Foster had applied tests in support of this
peeition, among others declaring that the

|
|
|
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for the freight from the west. I could never
understand it. I know the minster of rail-
ways intedds to expend a couple of million
dollars for that purpose. I never could get
it into my head where he was to get the
freight from. What nrallway was going to
hand him over the neccssary freight for the
pu pose of Alllmg up that elevator which he
ie going to build on the north shore of the
harbor? Even if he could get it, how is he
going to enter into competition with the
Canad:an Pacific'Railway, which hes a direct
line to the port of St. Jobn?"”

“How keenly sensitive these gentlemen
are about competition with the Canadian
Pacific. (Cheers).” He continues:

“It is a most useless expenditure, and by
a party which’ rung the chamges against the

| Jate governmcnt for the expenditure on the

Harrls expropriation for which they sald
there was no necessity. But now they pro-
pose to go further and to expend a couple
of m.Mions of dollars on as useless an ex-
penditure as was ever made in the country.”

Mr. Haggarts’ views were not dissented
from by a single member representing any
constituency in the manitime provinces
on the Conservative side. Who is going
to change the hearts of these gentlemen
with whom Mr. Foster is associated? Sup-
posing the improbable thing that a change
of government were to take place, who
was going to bring these gentlemen to a
different way of regarding the port of
St. John? Can you absolutely depend
upon the ex-minister of finance being
able to convert Sir Charles Tupper and
Mr. Haggart, who would be his colleagues
in any government which- might be form-
ed? I trow not. You would require a
more earnest advocate than he to turn
these recalcitrant gentlemen.

Sources of Fright.

I will pause a moment here to refer to
the question which Mr. Haggart has ask-
ed with respect to where the traffic for
the Intercolonial was going to come from
for this port. They ask are you going to
get it from these two great railways? No;
I never anticipated for one moment that
any export business which we might do
from this port would be of freights that

would reach our line by either the Cap:

nd 14

I adian Pacific or the Grand Trunk. I have
| invaniably stated that my expectation was
that the grain and other freights which
would come down the canals and which
would reach our road by the Canada At-
lantic and other railways that are push-
ing their way toward the West were
the sources from which we would receive
the business that we would bring to this
port. (Cheers). I did not expect it from
the C. P. R. because the C. P. R. will
carry all the business it can gather over its
own line, and I say it will continue to do
so notwithstanding the statement of its
president to the contrary. (Cheers). I
never expeated any from the Grand Trunk,
| because they already have their export
| point from Portland, and they will de,
! as any other railway would, their own
| business at their own port. I did think
iﬂmrt there might be certain classes of
| freight originating on the line of the
{ Grand Trunk that shippers might desire
| for certain reasons should be forwarded
over the I. C. R. and go by a (anadian
port, but it wounld be very small under
any circumstances and confined to special
classes of goods, and I had inserted in
the . traffic agreement with the Grand

ficers and agents of the Imtercolonial to
go upon the territory of the Grand Trunk
and if there was any such business to ask
shippers to send .it consigned to go over
our line to St. John or Halifax. I did
not, however, look for much business of
{his charagter, but I did form the opimion,
which I may say is the opinion of all
transportation and railway men who have
watched the rapidly growing Western
country and are alive to the enormous
increase which will take place in a short
i time in the products of that country, that
the business wihich ig sure to offer to the
transportation lines both summer and
winter through Canadian territory, will
grow until it will exceed the capaeity of
any existing reflways now crossing
the province. of New Brunswick. (Cheers).

There is a Marvellous Future

open for this country in that direction.
What business hus been done is a mere
Lagateile . to what wiidl be done in the
future. Fifteen years ago men said that
the possibibties had been reached; but
i within the past 10 years even the mout
sangu.ne had been starvied by the cont n-
| uous growth of business. This had be.n
caysed by the deveiopment and product-
iveness of the gueat western country. We
thave a western country which :urpaéscs
the best sections of the ocountry to thae
south. (Cheers.) That man is blind who
does not see what is the future of our
own west. We are not building for the
present; we are building for the fubure.
(Cheers.) We are bu.d.ng in the conviec-
tion that from that source we wul be able
to get a business whidh we can do over
the Intercowonial, and then wid remain for
the Canadian Pacific ad the by-iness which
it can hand.e, (Hear, hear.) ‘lhe fact
that Mr. Fodter is surrouuded by gen.de-
men who have never fest any sympadhy
in our aspirat.ons in this regard, and who
are hosuiie to the ad-(arauian idea, has
led Sir Widrid Laurier to make it the
policy of the Liberal party as far as pos-
sible to bring all the products of the great
northwest out to the sea by our own mari-
tme ports. (Uheers.) Mr. Foster des.res
to be considered your friend now; but it
seems to me that he comes to you under
mout unt.moly circumitasces. He offers
.you his services at a moment when no one
beileves who has watdhed the projress of
avents, and who takes note of the trend of
public opinion, that he wiil have it in his
power to do anyith ng. (Cheems,) What
do tfle people of this comsuiuency think
of seryices tendered under such circum-
stances? When he had the power he did
not use it. Now, when he is stripped of
all the eiements of political capacity, and
is like Sampson shorn of his iocks, he of-
fers you hs services and says, ‘‘Take me
and I will be your friend.” (Cheers.) He
comes to you at a moment when ail the
pouitical signs poinit to the conc uson that
he wid be in the coid shades of opposition,
where he will be sitting as a cr.t ¢ rath.r
than a minister. There he can grumbie and

accomplishing, no matter what his desre
may be. Weud, gentiemen, if you are for-
g-tting and for,etfui, and overlovk ad uhe
past, ounsider what are your own intere te
as to the future wiil call for and say
whetlher you think that in this condition
of political decrepitude and paralyss it is
we.l you should be served by the ex-min-
aster of finance. (Applause.)

Foster a Slave of the C. P. R.

Now, look ng over the repomt which I
see in the St. John Sun of Mr. Fosters
address the other night, I venture to have
a doubt in my own mind as to whether
this intense anxiety, this new born zeal on
his part, with relevence to your winter
port interests is the product of that strong
and ardent love for you which he: pro-
fesses, or whether it m ght nct be tinged
slightiy with a little leaning towards the
Canadian Pacific railway. (Cheers.) Try-
ing to digest that speech of Mr. Foster
and do him justice I have thou,ht I dis-
covered more C. P. R. in it than I did
St. John. (Cheers.) The position which
ihat gentleman has taken on Uhis question
indicates that to my mind quite clearly.
He has seen that the C. P. R. has pointed
their Long Tom at my head and have said
to me that unless I delivered the Inter-
colon 8l railway over to them at once they
wou'd distharge this deadly weapon and
utterly destroy me. .(Chezrs and laughter.)

Trunk a clause which permitted that of- |

compiain; but he will bave no power of

Mr. Foster listens to this demand, and in
him the Canadiuu Pacfic finds a winiig
listener. He does not stop to ask himself
whether this is a reasonable and prop.r
positon which the C. P. R. has taken
and whether their dewand is feunded upon
justice. He does not stop to ask what vhe
acuion of the In.ervo.onial railway or the
minister of raiiways has to do with the
C. P, R. carrymg out the solemn covenant
wihich they made with the corporation of
the e.ty of 8t. John. Mr, Foster does not
pause for a second to ask these questions,
but the minute the gun is pointed at the
minister of railways he wanis no further
reason and no further aigumeat. He says:
“Gave up the lnercowomia.; give up every-
thing; offer ail they want and more too—
y.ed to their every demaud.” I ask, gen-
tiemen, if that is not the attitude of Mr.
Foster? I say it is. (Loud app.ause.) He
has not thought this question out trom
the statesman’s point of view, nor evel
from the narrow pount of view of the inter-
ests of the Intercouon.al. He has not
thought what would be the bearing of the
surrender of a gn.at mauter of thi. kind,
at this time and one the eve of an clec-
twon, upon the future government of thia
country. He has not asked him.ef the
| question which power should rule in this
| free country, Kvery man has equal riguts,
i and the people suppose that they are
the final trwounal. I hazard the solemn
statement that & has not given him a
mowent's thought as to what this surnn-
der woud mean. He says: ‘“the C. P.
R. demunds it, and, in the language of
Shy.ock, the law g.ves it.” (Cheers.) Now,
there is a serious point of view, and 1

best interests of the domunion as that
The Matter Should Be Settled.

This threat has gone forth, and I say it
is of vital impor.amnve to you, and. per-
haps of gréawer importance to your ohil-
dren than the quesdon of a hundied win-
ter poits—whuch is not inveived—uhat 1t
should be known whether the people gov-
ern or a rawdway corporalon. (Great
cheers.) Whether 1 fall ;n phis fight 18 a
tritting consiweration in iwseli. Vvheiher
Mr. loster triumglhs is mn 1sdf uniwpor-
tant. But what .s the resuit js a question
of iarger convein, and a quesiion wh.ch 1
think of the uumost maguitude to -the
people of thus couutry, 1 wwng thaet every
man in Canada wil hold lus head up
_‘higher, and stand better in his own es-
teem, if the comsuituency of St. John de-
| alares that, aluhough a blow has been aim-
ed al .ts personas interesis and an atiempt
made to stampede 1ts peopie 1nto toraug
their cand£lmte to surrender, gives back
the answer which 1 believe it will give.
| (Loud cheers.)

1 want to know what is Mr. Foster’s
' remedy for the ills which he says afilct
the stute as represented by the port of
St. John? He has caled himsed m as a
physician. He shakes hus head, and says
| “the doctor whom you have had in at-
| tendance is a quack. He has produeccd all
| these symptoms. ‘Lhey are due to his in-
compeience.” He looks wis., shakes his
head, tauks much about the other doctor,
and waiks away. (Laughter.) ile .eaves
the patient to die. He has no remedy.
(Cheers.) But he leaves you without any
remedy except that most abject of all
rum.dies—that remedy wivah goes against
the grain of any sp.rited man and which
wowd go aganst the grain of any spirited
state or body of peopie—suirender on de-
mand. (Cheers.) Supposing you were Lo
adopt that remedy, how much nearer aie
you to the goas which you desire to reach?

Mr. Shaughnessy’s Promise.

You have the answer to that in the reply
which Mr. Shaugines.y made to ome of
the aldermen of the oty when that gentie-
. man asked Mr. Shaughnessy, at an inter-
| view between certain repiesentatwves of
| the city and Mr. Shaughnessy, this. ques-
tion: “Suppose the Intercvional ralway
accedes to your dumand are you pre, ared
to say that you wul bind yousili to con-
| tinue the export busine s of the (anad.an
! Pacific at the port of St. John?" ‘Lh.s
is Myr. Shaughnessy’s answer to that ques-
. tion, as reported by ome of the sworn
stenographers of the court: It will then
remain for the C. P. R. to consider what
it is best to do in its own interests.”
(Cheers.) That is the answer wh.ch the
| pres.dent of the Canadian Pacfic gave to
| the eity corpo.ation; it is down ihoe in
writing, and it cannot be gansayed. The
dootor has advised surrender; the switen-
. der takes p.ace in accordance with his
op nion and his advice, and after the sur-

think there is nothing so imporant in the |

ness could not be done profitably over the ,
government road to either the port of St. |
John or Halifax, or both, You recollect
what took place and the circumstances
under wh.ch the Short Line was built. It
was bui.t because the minister of railways
of that day, Mr. John Henry Pope, owned
a railway down to the border of the State
of Maine, and he was determined to have
somebody buy that line. At the instance
of the governmeat the Canadian Pacific
took it up; but what was the scheme?
To go through to Halifax. (Hear, hetar).
The -plan was to leave the present Cana-
dian Pacific at Harvey, cross to Freder-
icton, then to Monceon and down to
Halifax. Was that based upon the assump-
tion that b.siness courd not be done, and
that in order to do it a great saving of
distance would have to be made? Not
necesgarily so, because the distance to
Halifax would be only shortened by the
very few miles in crossing from Harvey
through to Moncton. I think it was stated
at the time that there would oniy be a
saving of about twenty miles, and what is
that to a railway? Even 100 miles would
not be much to a road having a long haul
for freights. Then, as you will further
remember, obstacles were placed in the
way of this scheme, and that part of the
arrangement which included Harvey was |
abandoned. They were go'ng to Halifax,

and the mileage from Halifax would only

be about 20 miles shorter by that route
than it would be around by St. John. and |
less than 100 m‘les shorter than by the !
Intercolonial; so that the idea upon which
Mr. Foster built his argument falls to the |
ground. (Cheers).

Foster’s Subsidy Record. !

Mr.Foster also makes a complaint against |

| the governmeut in counection with the |

{ They could not very well avoid it when

" are not limited to simply the one subsidy

i T have made to my colleagues looking to

render you do not get what you waat. |

Anoher demand is made for sumetning
more, and so the thing goes on. Perha s
the next demand would be for the abso-
i lute handing over of tvhe I. C. R. in.name
las well as in fa., because to yield to the
' demands of the C. P. R. would practically
. mean handing over our road to that com-
pany. (Cheers.)

A Hole in a Foster Argument.

grauting of subsidies to steamers which |
have been com.ng to th.s port, taking |
strong ground with regard to the action of |
the goverument In that respect. le says
that we ought to have given subsidies for
a long term of years; that the Conserva-
tive goverument was wiliing and ready to
do so, and that we 'have neen absolutey
inefticient in the way we have déat with
this question. Now L do not think that
Mr. bosiet’s government made a con-
spicuous success of thewr handliug of the
question of subsidies, and L do not think
they exhiutied any overwheiming gener-
osity in their treatment of either Hal-
fax or St. John in that respect. (Cheers.)
Dr. Pugsley has touched upon that point.
He has given you a bit of evidence with
which 1 am familiar and which I know
to be an actual fact. You know that be-
fore you got that $25,000 you sent up
delegation after deiegation to Ottawa.
You felt that the ex-minister of
finance was indifferent to your demands,
and that he was not disposed to
use the legitimate influence wh.ch he
possessed as a mimster of the erown in
order to further your interests. You know
what occurred. 1 tuink I am siating a
fact when 1 say that Mr. Foster was
not moved until one or both of the repre-
sentatives in parliament from this city
and county said to him and to the gov-
ernment: ‘‘Unless we get this subs.dy
of $25,000 our resignations will be in the
speaker’s hands.” (Cheers). I have the
authority of a gentleman very close to one
or both of the then members for that
statement, and I believe that before the)
could arouse Mr. Foster or the gover.
ment to a sense of their duty in the mat
ter they had to threaten that they would
vacate their seats. (Cheers). They do not
deserve a very great deal of credit foi
giving the subsidy under such cond.tions.

the matter was presented to them in such
2 pressing and persuasive way. But you

which the late government -gave. You
have had five lines of steamchips running
continuously under this government, every-
one of them receiv.ng subsidies. (Cheers).
No one had to go to Ottawa with a shot-
gun in order to secure these additional
subsidies, and I want to say here that
there has been no delegation gone to Ot-
tawa since the presens government has
been in power, either from St. John or
any other part of the province, who have
not found in myself a friend and a warm
assistant and the government

Willing Helpers in any Reasonable Re-
quest

they might have to prefer. (Loud cheers).
[ want to say that in any proposals which

improvements here, and in my province,
they have given me their best and most
willing support. (Cheers). In other words
the government of Sir Wiifrid Laurier has
been very friendly in its dealings with
the mar.time provinces, and particularly
the province of New Brunswick. (Renew-
ed cheers).

Mr. Foster says subsidies ought to be

| ing improvements

’ motey upon a solemu promise to do cer

difficulty in diseovering it when he maxes
such a complaint, and puts it forward as
a reason why the government: should not
be sustained in this constituency. Cheers).

The T. P. R. Pledged.

1 would like to ask here, what has the
action of the Intercolonial reiiway to do
with the conduct of the Camadidm Pacific
at all” You are probably well aware of
the terms of the contract which was made
by the Canadian Pacific with the city cor-
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poration. You know thet there is a clauge -

in that contract wiich shows what ave the
obligations of the raisway company. They
are th.t, in consderation of the Caileton .
branch and the works upon which #0 large
an ex, enditure has taken place, the Cana-
dian Paafic will “neglect nothing which
wid crcate, increase and promote the tinde
of the poit.”” 1h t was a -0 emn, a clear
and explicit pledge. (Cheers.) Your people
wewl L0 Utlawa und they finady prevaile
upon Mr. Foster to coosent that yo
might buy and pay for the Carleton bl'ajfﬂ;
ra.way. You isswsd bonds to the exten:
of three-quarters of a miilion doulars, You
spent the proceeds of those bonds in mik-
at Carleton and you:
huinded them over to the C. P. R., and in
cons deia ion of that the railway pan)
g lem ly pledged it-eif that i weu!d negiech.
nothir.g—that 1,that it would do everything
W we puwer Lo Cieave LDude, L0 .Ociease
t-ade and to promote trade at this pesrt.
(Cuecrs.) Now can you comceive of ‘afiy~
th.ng less creditabie than a corporwtinn
such as the C. P. R., aiter getfing,yot

things, refus.ng to arry out, that promise
on tihe ground that a wrong has been dofie
thum by somebudy elee.
not wonder when I think of this' faet

tlie sur.ounding facts that the peoiumﬁ

S¢, John ate standing iike men under the
préssure wuich these thiugs naturaidy have
b} them. 1 do not wunder that they
8y to themselves, and I will not
when the time comes that theif b
w.li say to the Oanadian Pdeific:
carry out your own pledge, ind then come ne
to us and aj peal to us, and as ht’ai’#i{j—
lic opinon c.n be brought to bear upom
a goverument in the administretion of ite
ai.way affaits we will give you the Benctit
of the force and wegnt of pubie opimén
to compel the government to do what is
just and fair on its part towards the ©.
P. R” (Applause.) I ask, and may .
not ask fairy, and may I not expect the
people of this constiiwency: to ask “thiense
scives when they come to cast their votes
on the 7th of November, what mm
action of the Intescolonial * atuboritd

whether they are right or whether they
are wrong, to do with the carrying out

the contiact which the C. P. R. entered
into with the citizens of St. Johny
(Cheers.) A

The Grand Trunk Agreement.

Mr. Foster says that the action of the I.
C. R. m enweriLg ingo its traffic agreement
with the Grand Trunk has the efteot
bhanding over its traflic t6 a cowmpany
wiidn  wil  camy it to .. De
tro.t  aud - away around I
Anurican terriory  to its ‘destination.
ke wanis to create a prejudice agumq,
.he lIntercoionial by suggesting that we
wre do.ng something whidh 8 against Cans
«lian unc;res.s and favoring a corpora:
uen which has a foreign termimus and
s:Ves employment to people outside of
vur own countty. He implies that if
ur tratlic was to go over the Canadiam
ravific 1t wouid give employment to Cans
astians.  Mr. Fodter is evidently not fas
auiar weth the conditions about which!
ne is speaking. ‘lhere is mo such statd
of affaire existing as he describes. Ther
i3 a traffic agreement with the Grand /
[runk under which we bind ourselves to
hand over to that raiuway all vhe mers
Jnandize wihach comes from. the Eastern
provnices for points west of Montreal:
1f, however, the shipper gives instructions
10 hand over his goods to some other line
vhaiy will be done at Momireal. That is &
business arrangement based upon thg
cons.deration that the Grand Trunk w‘d}
give us all the freight that they can pick
up on their line and that is intended for
points cn our line. As the resuit of that
arrangement we get a very large volume
business which we would not get others
wise. We get more than we give. Lash
year we got from the Grand Trunk ynder
this agreement 191,000 tons of freight k
we would uot have got ctherwise. (Cheers)
| We nught have got some of it, but i
| would have been a very smafl proportioms
' We would have got none of it at Monts
real. What we would have got would
have been delivered to us at Levis, whicly
is something like 160 miles this  side
Montreal, The traffic' arrangement whi
we made wjth the Grand Trunk is a Cz
business bargain. It has proved p: 1

given for a term of years, or they will not
be useful, We have given them for a
term of years, although 1 do not accept his
view wholly. We would require a dis-
tinct act of parliament to give a subsidy

The next thing we hear from Mr. Foster | for a longer term than one year. With

| is that this is all folly. He says it is all
| a delusion and a fallacy that business is
lto be done over the Intercolonial for ex-
| port purposes. He says that the Short
Line was built because it was admitted
{on all hands that no business could be
| done over the Intercolonial for export dur-
ing the winter, I was surprised, when, I
| read. that. I will tell you why, In the
! ;u'at place, I did not know that the Short
! line was expressly built for that purpose,
| and #. the next place, I do not admit
that %; was ever acknowledged that busi-
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the Elder-Dempster line, however, we have
a contract for a term, and al.o with the

. Manchester line.’ Many of you will re-

i
|
|

|

I

member how willingly the subsidy to the
latter line was granted. Then we have

the Furness, the Donaldson and
the Head lines operating under a
smbsidy. running from year to year.

There is no question about the subsidy be-
ing renewed arn-ally so long as they per-
form the service required. Tt seems to
me a man must be looking for some ground
of criticism and finding a great deal of

to us, and there is no railway man i

| America who would .say that® any rail
| way would not hdve been jﬁsﬂ’ﬁed"'i*
making such an arrangement with ang
other. (Cheens).  Mr.  Foster ires
work .up the anti-foreign idea by sayi
that the freight which g;e PR
asking for goes by .the. Grand” Trunk.
he had any idea of the amount of treffig
| delivered by us to the Grand Trunk for
i a foreign country he would net talle as
he does. The fact is, there are not a
dozen carloads a year delivered by us to
the Grand Trunk which goes beyond the
province of Ontario, Twq years age e-
'body made thait, statemnent and I found
| that with the exception of a few canloads
(Continued on page B
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