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BAINT JOUIN

WEDNESDAY MORNING,

A MINISTER OF THE CROWN

SHOUL!
ACCEPT GIFTS?
The announcement a year ago that the Finance
Minister of Canada had accepted a secret gift of $120,000
from political ., and that the presentation of the

same wa wced by the presence and approval
of the Premier of Canada, constituted a bold challenge
to British standards and enlightened public sentiment
jn Canada which passed with all too little notice. Tru |
it was not the first time in the history of the Dom |
inion that testimonials of money or value have beewr|
made to public men, even to men in office. But none
had been made under the circumstances that surrounded
this latest example. In the case of Sir John A. Mac-
Donald long ago, when he was shorn of power and pros-
trated with illness, a provision was made by his friends
for the support of his family, To Sir Hector Langevin
a silver service and testimonial of considerable value
were given when he was a minister in office, to Mr.
Costigan, also a minister, a house in Ottawa was donat-
ed, and Mr. Ross, of Ontario, after he had passed from
active ministerial service, received a money testimonial
from his friends, These instances practically exhaust
the list of known gifts to Canadian statesmen, and the
list is gratifyingly small.

In 1891 a right-about-face was made. 'The old path
was abandoned and a new one was brushed out. The
presentation in 1890 to Sir Hector Langevin brought the
question into prominence, and provoked an animated and
wide discussion in the and in Parliament. It
was none too soon that this took place. The sympathy
and circumstances surrounding the making of the testi-
monial to Sir John disposed men’'s minds to a lenient
and charitable view. But Sir Hector was in office, and
in health, and his opponents were not disposed to be
either lenient or charitable. They challenged both the
principle and the particular act. On May 13th, 1891,
Sir Richard Cartwright moved the following resolution:—
“That the testimonials of any

country

acceptance of gifts or

¥hose donors names is given to the public, ia engineered,
anctioned by authority, subscribed, and finally present-
4 to a minister of the Crown in a full blage of lghts,
od with the full chorus of party approval. The old
‘agrant wrong has strangely enough become right—the
rinciple fought for so spléndidly, and acclaimed so
«eartily in 1891 was reversed, and henceforth the doctrine
f secret gift-taking by ministers in office, revived from
he evil practice of the 17th century, is to be enibodied
1 our new twentieth century Canadian pelitical system,

Was this a desirable departure? Should it pass
ithout challenge by all the new and renewed forces
nat are now making for better methods and. purer poli-
Surely not, and for the hest of reasons. From
the earliest times and In the best developed civilizations
& councillor open to gifts has been viewed with sus-
plelon, tolerated with unwillingness,” and dispensed with
as soon as possible, . Those countries and-those times
in which gifttaking counclllors have fourished, have
been uotorious for corrupt government, gross injustice,
and decadent public morals. Everywhere and always
the contention of the best has been that gifts to office
holders tend to blind the eye and deaden the conscience,
to destroy self-respect, and breed injustice and corruption.
It is not too much to say that the whole world contest
for good government has been fought along the line
of separating and cleansing judicial and executive func-
tions from the corrupting influences of gift-making and
gift taking. The great battle which is still on in
municipalities and legislatures is but a crusade against
gift-taking officers, and aldermen, and legislators, and,
 happily but few instances, gift-taking judges. What
a‘n!ronago—-tlmt curse of Canadian politics—but an
itricate and widely disseminated system of gift-taking
nd gift-making? And party patronage is the last great
tronghold of public corruption and extravagance in this
r any country.

~q?

Let us stop a moment to consider the effect which
his blazing apotheosis of gift making in the case of
he Finance Minister will have on public morals, and
vhich is justified by the plea that Mr. Fielding is poor
and honest. It today it were announced that the col-
lector of the port of Montreal or Toronto, had been pre-
sented with a large money gift by business men of
these cities—all secretly subscribed,—public opinion
would speedily turn and rend both the collector and the
government that allowed it. Why not a collector as
well as a Finance Minister? Shall a collector not be
allowed to have friends, and are collectors all million-
iires, or dishonest? Or if it came out that a chief
justice in Canada had been made the recipient of a
$100,000, secretly subscribed by men who had had, or who
some day might have very important suits before him
for decision, what would public opinion say? But why
not a judge if the” Finance Minister? = Are not some
judges poor and honest? What high officer could stand
‘or a moment with self-respect, dignity, and effectiveness
if he took gifts? To mention it is to give the answer.

But a minister is only a high official, and is one
of the many servants of the country—whose service is
under contract-—whose trust is involved in that ser-
vice, who has but one master—the state—and should
have but one paymaster. .“No man can serve two mas-
ters.” The State may often be a hard master and
sometimes a niggardly paymaster, but all the same the
true serviant looks for pecuniary reward to none other.
If there is any difference in the application of the rigorous
rule that denies gift-taking to officials, it is graduated
by the scope of, and discrimination in, the service. This
consideration particularly distinguishes the position held
by (a minister of the Crown, and differentiate him from
the, petty and even the higher official, What is for-
bidden to both might be forgiven in the case of the
routine official, whose duties are prescribed and narrow,
and without much discretion in action, but must be
rigidly insisted upon in the case of one who has lprge
discretion, has power to vary and remit, who often both

“kind -on the part of ministers of the Crown or of :m_\'l
“members of their families from contractors, Government |
“officials, or other persons having pecuniary relations
“with the Government is entirely opposed to sound prin-|
“ciples of administration, and is calculated to bring Par-|
“liamentary government contempt; and that Hw]
“example thus tends to corrupt and demoralize
“the officials serving under ministers who have accepted
*“or permitted the acceptance of ‘gifts or testimonials

“aforesaid.

into

given

as

Many reasons were urged by him in support of the|
tion but this one extract from his speech on that |
n mnst suffice for quotation:—*“Ministers should |

gifts there is uny one maxim In|
ethics better established than another, if there|

2ly if

P

one tk that ought to commend itseif to every
honest man of every party, it is that under no circum- |
stance sbould a Minister of State permit himself to
accept gifts, elther directly or indirectly, while he con-
tipne 1 office, Least of all should he accept them
from public T or from men employed in carrying |
ot contracts of y kind.  If a man’s political support-|
ers do ly desire 1o testify their admiration by mukmu?

is out of|
wud then subseribe to their heart Con-
brought forward by Sir
he said, were far
se¢ to a judge because judges act in full public
light, with a vigilant bar, and the possibility of appeal,
and review, whilst the minister acts alone or in camera
with his colleagues, To say that he does not know,
and to refuse to know the donors is to raise a presump-
tion of guilt, for it is his duty to know to the last|
dollar and the last person. It is impossible to allow a
minister to take gifts without demoralizing to a very
high degree the whole service over which he presides.
And much more o the same purpose.

ait till he
' content.”

him a of money, l them

of great force

Gifts to

were

a minister, worse

Mr. Wilfrid Laurier was equally pronounced and far
more partisan. He attacked Sir Hector with bitter fer-
ocity. He hailed the resolution as an epoch making one,
and congratulated Sir Richard on his effort to establish
purity and righteousness. He scouted the idea that
ignorance exculpated from blame and that Sir Hector
did not know the donors, and said:—"If he did not know
“it was because he chose to remain ignorant of the
“names on the list, and if he chose to be ignorant of the
“names on the list is it not because his moral sense told
“him that he might there find names of persons giving
“contributions which should not be accepted at all?” Sir
Jobhn Thompson, then Premier, agreed on behalf of the
Government and the Liberal-Conservative party to the
principle of the resolution, whilst pointing out the dif-
ference in' the circumstances surrounding the gift to Sir
John, and vigorously combatting the partisan attack made
by Mr. Laurier upon Sir Hector. Though the resolu-
tion was moved as an amendment to the motion of Mr.
Foster to go into supply he declined to treat it as a
motion of want of confidence, and it was passed unani-
mously.

This marked the opinion of the House of Commons,
of both parties therein, and of the country in 1891, What-
ever the past, it was decided that for the future there
was to be no gift-taking by ministers of the Crown. So
we all thought. The country gladly concurred in that
Judgment, and hailed it with delight as a wholesome and
t‘d‘a principle for future guidance. And yet what do
we find? ' Nineteen years afterwards, under the sanction
‘of 8ir Wiltrid and Sir Ri d, and pr bly of the

fixes and exacts the conditions, and whose latitude of
patronage or power is wide,

Among ministers of the Crown the last one to whom
gifi-taking should be permitted is the Minister of Finance,
who in our economy is the great disposer and dispenser.
He it is who is the creator and supemwisor of the fran-
chises and privileges of the banks, and who is by day
and night in close dealings therewith. Their powers,
their note issues, the government deposits therein, the
loan and brokerage contracts and agreements in connec-
tion with our immense borrowings and repayments are
all within the word of his mouth and the signature of
his pen. In these the variation of 1 of one per cent.
may mean long fortunes for some individuals or cor-
porations, and long burden for the taxpayers. On the
Finance Minister's decision rests in the main the com-
plicated schedules of rates and charges in customs and
excise, which in gain or exaction every individual in
Canada is affected, and in the fixing of which individual
or corporation wealth is intimately concerned,

He it is to whom in the last analysis every seeker after
helpful expenditures, or gain making p.\pe-mlitnres from the
public money has to come cap in hand or on bended kuee,
and make such, in person or by proxy, from the
$200,000,000 G, T. P. Corporation to the Merwins, and
Pearsons, and Lodges, the dredgers, and the sellers of
sawdust wharves, In the complex machinery of the
Treasury Board, which reviews and often upsets the
rulings of the Auditor General and judges between his
decisions and the claims of the contractor, the Finance
Minister is the king lynch-pin. As to what railway
subsidies and steamship subventions shall be granted,
as to what bonds of railway corporations shall be guaran.
teed, he is the man chiefly to be consulted, and his word
goes, No minister, not even the Premier, has so wide
powers and is so influential in decision, If by any laxity
of sentiment any minister of the Crown could be per-
mitted to take gifts on the ground of minor interests
being affected, that minister should not assuredly be the
Finance Minister. Mr. Fielding was badly advised when
he suffered his friends to blind him to that sterling
sense of trust and duty which forbids the statesman to
soil his fingers with gifts,. He would be well advised
today, and do-a splendid service to his reputation, his
self-respect, and his country, were he to send back every
dollar of the gift to its original donors.

Current Comment

(Kingston Standard.
It is sald that the Ontario Medical Council may be
abolished, the universities being quite capable of conduct-
ing examinations and granting degrees, It might not
be a bad move to end the powers of the Law Society
also in regard to law examinations; -in fact the Law
Society of Upper Canada could very well go out of
existence without loss to the province.

(Winnipeg Free Press)
The story from Ottawa of the logs by the Government
of $100,000 through the failure of the Quebec Bridge Co.
to take the necessary steps to collect that

.| Macphee,

“1 Honestly Befieve It,” .
Says Mr. Mills.

Kuoowlton, P, Q. Oct. 12th, 1809,

For many years I suffered from se-
vere Rheumatism and the attacks were
very distressing and prevented me
from doing my ordinary work.

[ tried many remedies and physl
clang' treatments, but nothing seem-
ed to do me much good, and I was be:
coming very anxfous for fear I would
become a permapent cripple from
Rheumatism

I tried “Fruit-a-tives” and this medi-
cine has entirely cured me, and I hon-
estly helieve that “Fruit-a-tives” is the
greatest Rheumatism Cure in the
world, ¥

E. E. MILLS,
+ Asst, P, M., Knowlton, Que.

“Fruit-a-tives” not only strengthens
and heals the kidneys—but also re-
gulates the bowels, improves the ac-
tion of the skin—and thus keeps the
blood pure and rich and free from
uric acid which causas Rheumatism.

“Fruit-a-tiveg”—the great fruit medi

-is sold by all dealers at 50c. a

cine

box, 6 for $2.50; trial size, 25¢; or
sent on receipt of price by Fruit-a.
tives, Limited, Ottawa.

GEORGIAN BAY GANAL

One Hundred Boards of Trade
and Municipalities Endorse
Project—Mayor Frink Sends
Reply to Message.

Ottawa, Ont., Jan. 31.—Memorials
and resolutions from over one hun-
dred and fifty beards of trade and
municipalities in Ontario, Manitoba,
Alberta and Saskatchewan, urging on
the government an early start on the
Georgian Bay ship canal project, will
be considered at a meeting of the
Canadian Federation of boards of
trade to be held here tomorrow after-
noon.

The announcement that the govern-
ment is including in its estimates the
sum of $3,000,000 for a commencement
of the work, will also be discussed.

Among the fowns that have forward-
ed resolutions are:—Edmonton, Cal-
gary, St. Boniface, Brandon, Fort Wil-
liam, Port Arthur, Parry Sound, Sault
Ste. Marie, Wiarton, Meaford, North
Bay and Sudbury. A further deputa-
tion will likely wait on the govern-
ment after the meeting.

In connection with the project His
Worship the Mayor yesterday receiv-
ed a telegram from A. J. Forward, Ot-
tawa, as follows:—

Ottawa, Jan. 31,
The Mayor, St. John

Canadian Federation Board of Trade
and Municipalities memorializing gov-
ernment Wednesday, favoring immedi-
ate commencement of Georglan Bay
Canal. Would appreciate expression
from you by wire,

ARTHUR J. FORWARD.
Secretary,

To this His Worship replied as fol-
lows:

St. John, N. B, Jan. 31,
Arthur J. Forward, Ottawa:

The value of the construction of the
yeorgian Bay Canal is not capable of
doubt. The estimated expenditure is
enormons and demands careful diges-
tion in this young country. Canada
to hold and increase its trade must
struggle. If necessary it would be
spent in war. Why not for peace and
prosperity?

JAMES H. FRINK,

Mayor.

$75,000,000FOR
HARRIMAN
LINES

New York, Jan. 31=—The executive
committec of the Union Pacific and
Southern Pacific lines today voted to
complete double tracking of the lines
from the Missouri River to San Fran-
Cisco.

They also voted to double track the
Oregon short line from the junction
with the Union Pacific main lne at
Granger, Wyoming, to Huntington,
Oregon; also the lie along Columbia
River in Oregon 1o Portland, a total
of 1,673 miles.

CANADIAN NEWS NOTES,

By direct private wires to J. C,
Mackintosh & Co.

Montreal, Jan. 31.—A sensational 11
point spurt in Laurentide to 211 was
a feature today. When the stock be-
gan to soar everybody had the idea
that the directors had decided upon
the rumored plan to double the capi-
tal and pay 6 per cent. but upon inves-
tiga it was found that nothing had
been done in this direction and that
the buying had evidently come from
some people who were pretty anxious
to acquire stock. Laurentide has re-
cently gone up about 50 points and
surprisingly few investors have been
tempted to sell their shares,

HOTELS.

Victoria.

James Buchanan, Truro; R McKen-
zie, McAdam Jet.; T Timmers, Mont-
real; J Brichall, McAdam Jet; B Craig
Woodstock; James Steele, Port El-
gin; George J Green, McAdam; T H
Philips, Halifax; A McLean, Point de
Chene; Mrs A Clarke, Toronto; C J
Halifax; Fred R Davis,
Montreal; 8 8 Wetmore, Rothesay; 8
A Stafford, H Boyne, Lepreaux; J K
Flemming and wife Hartland; W A
Melanson, Shediac,

; Dufferin,
A E Marquette, Halifax; E L Day,

2 United States Guarantee C. after the coll
of the structure, suggests that somebody should be in.

leaders as & whole, a gift of $120,000, not one of

d either in a lunatic ssylum of the penitentiary.

; ik g

The latter preferably,

Millfeeds

Choice White Middiings and
Manitoba Oats now on hand

Telophones West 7-11 and Weet 81,

WEST. ST. JORN N B.

The Sun Life

Assurance Co. of Canada

Wil suppert you In old age or fook
after your family If you are pre-
maturely taken away. It will
cost you comparatively
little each year.

ASK OUR AGENTS FOR PRICES.
Assets nearly $35,000,000.

G. C. JORDAN, Manager for N. B.

Your Watch

Thoroughly Cleaned and Repaired.
New Main Springs Fitted. Reliable
work. Moderate charges, All work
guaranteed.

W. PARKES,
138 MIll Street.
Next to Hygienic Bakery.

Oranges! Oranges!

Landing, one car of
Oranges, “QUAIL” BRAND

A. L. GOODWIN,

Germain Street.

Herring

No. 1 Ripling and Shelburne Herring
in Bbls. and Half Bbis.

JAMES PATTERSON,
19 and 20 South Market Whart,
8t. John. N. B.

ROBT. MAXWELL

Mason and Fuilder, Valuator
and Appraiser.

Brick, Lime, Stone,
Tile, and Plaster
Worker.

General Jobbing Promptly and Neatly
done.

Office 16 Sydney Street
Res. 385 Union 8t Tel. 823

We wish to thank
the public heartily
for the most pros-
perous year in our
history.

We will begin our
44th year, Tuesday,
January 3rd.

White Horse Cellar

Scotch Whiskey 10 years old.

Just landing a large lot in cases
12 Quarts and 32 Flasks.

For Sale by All Dealers.

R. Sullivan & Co.,

Agents, 44 and 46 Dock St.

M. & T. McGUIRE,

Direc* importers and dealers In all
vne leading brands 2f Wine and Lig-
uors; we also car. , in stock from the
best houses in Canada very Oid Ryes,
Wines, Ales and Stout. imported and
Domestic Cigars.

11 and 16 WATER ST. Tal 578
WHOLESALE LIQUORS. =

WM. L. WILLIAMS, Successor to
M. A. Finn, Wholesale and Retail
Wine and Spirit Merchant 110 aad

112 Prince Willlam St. Estadlished
1870. Write for tamily wrice list

Noticew

All accounts due The New
Star for advertising or sub-
scription, must be paidat once
as the books are being closed

Moncton; E R Jones, Toronto; A M
Hathaway, Boston; E L J Stephens,
Liverpool; H Wallace, Sussex; Miss
Marion Brown, Sussex; W C Elliott,
Sussex; Miss Nellie Coggon, Bussex;
C E McNeil, Miss Margaret Emman J
P Frier, Sussex; R G DeCue, Hamil-
on.

Royal.

F C Smythe, Halifax; L P Farris,
A McBeth, White’s Cove; W L Mac.
o, B, 3 oot B

n; ry, Mon-
treal; H W Frink, Rothesay; G G
Wier, Robt Hersch, Montreal; Wm
Alston, Philadelphia; J A Morrison

Diamonds

I&ﬁtches,

Jewelry, Etc.

41 King Street.

supplies trade, we are closing out ou;
heard of in this class of goods.

and as we need the room at once, are offering bargains never before

MARITIME PHONOGRAPH CO.

GEORGE J. BARRETT, Prop.

Extraordinary Phonograph Bargains

To enable us to take better care of our rapidly growing engine and water

r ent're line of phonograph goods,

Greater Speed

STANDARD
e e

ST. JOH

Greater Accuracy

UNDERWOOD

TYPEWRITER

THE MACHINE YOU WILL EVENTUALLY BUY.
The New Brunswick.

United Typewriter Co., Limited,

N, N. B.

Office Supplies
Wire Waste Paper Baskets
Shannon Files and Binding Cases

Blank Books of every description
Typewriting Papers, Catbon Papers

BARNES & CO., LTD

84 Prince William Street. :

Clearance Sale
and Fel

SINCLAIR’S,

of Overshoes
t Goods -

We are clearing out all our overshoes, felt boots, shoes and
glippers at cost, as we don’t want to carry them over,

65 Brussels S8t.

Fresh Kille

Large, Plump and Fat.

d Chickens

Choice Roasting Birds

If interested, call

"Phone 543.

F. E. WILLIAMS CO., LTD.

BEST GRADE -
C. 0. D. or Cash with Order

SAVE $1.00 PER TON

COAL--$4.75 Per Ton--1400 Load $3.50

" ALL PURPOSES
- Phone Main 1172

The Canadian Coal Corporation of N. B. Limited.

Coal

American Anthracite,

Scotch Aanthracite,
Old Mines Sydney,
Reserve.

Low Prices, Prompt Delivery,
Modern Methods.

R.P.&W. F. STARR, Ltd.

49 Smythe 8t. 226 Union St.

Hard Wood

At Bargain Prices
$2.00 PER LOAD
Broad Cove soft, and Scotch Hard

Coal, always on hand. Good goods
promptly delivered.
& CO.

G. S. COSMAN

238240 PARADISE ROW.
Telephone 1227.

Scotch Anthracite

always on .hand, all sizes. Scotch
Splint, Broad Cove, Joggins, Mackay
Sydney Soft Coals, all good coals.

JAMES S. McGIVERN, Agt.,
Tel. 524. Mill and 331 Charlotte Sts.

" TRY

Duval’s

; WJ , N Y; B J X
B P Baker, ; J E Giles, Fred,
ericton, : :

17 WMSL

Oysters and Clams
The Very Best

Opened or in the shell, at

J. Allan Turner’s
"Phone, 1049, 12 Charlotte St.

Valencia Oranges

Are at Their Best and Prices Low
Two Dozen for 25¢.

Chas. A. Clark’s
Phone 803, 18 Charlotte 8t,

Clapboards and Shingles

R o] -] o —

Ruberoid Roofing
Murray & Gregory, Ltd.

ST. JOHN, N. B.

Ring up Main 1986-11
G W, VII:..I.IAH..

l
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When you've
a social functi
feel that sor
Perhaps the
produce the

necklet or su
bracelet. A |
a rule, what |
and compare |
reason.

Store closes

cept Saturday

A. F

WATCHMAKI
16 M

Sheep
DRIVII

Are Red
to

FRASER,
15 Mill S¢.,

s 1
For tender
frost bites, ¢
sure relief, t
B box at the

Park [
312 Brussel
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Finley—At Ingle
M. and Mrs
duughter,

Leavitt.—In this
Jean, widow
in the 75th y:

Funeral from Si
Thursday, F
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year of his a
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The member:
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Orange Hall, G
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BIR KNIGHT §
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OPTICS

Hours: 830 a.n
930 p. m,




