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SAINT JOHN, TUESDAY MORNING, DEC. 28, 1909.

AN ANSWER REQUESTED THIS YEAR.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier has had all the time since March

to give the early answer which he promised the dele-

gation which waited on him to ask whether the Govern-
John Valley railway as part
of the Intercolonial system. The delegation took to
from the Hazen Administration an offer to
the bonds of the Valley Line on condition
that the federal Government would work the road on
the usual percentage basis. It was a definite and dis-
tinct offer, Sir Wilfrid so described it at the time.
The Premier made a definite and distinct promise of an
But he given early or

ment would operate the St.

Ottawa
guarantee

early has never one,
late.

Mr. Carvell has since made one statement, and Mr.
Pu y two. But these not the promised
answers, They evasions and excuses, showing
that Str Wilfrid's failure to reply was probably due to
the interference of his New Brunswick supporter and
determined that the
not obtain a

answer.

were

were

apparently
Valley

assistance

colleague, who was
people the St
railway

of John should
through the Mr. Hazen, if Mr.
Pugsley and Mr. Carvell could head it off, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier has evidently been persuaded to break his pro-
mise and refuse an answer, while Mr. Pugsley conducted
f campaign of humbug, delay and obstruction.

All that can be got out of these obstructive letters
§s the statement that Mr. Hazen ought to more
definite. He ought to say exactly what sort of a road
his government would guarantee. Mr, Pugsley himself
suggesting a standard higher than the Intercolonial or
the Transcontinental, or any other railway in this part
of Canada. 'This is just such a course as w ould be taken
by a volitician determined to block the whole enterprise,
but Mr. Hazen did not propose tb be held up by ZIIL\!
such tactics. He informed the representatives of the |
Valley dclegation that he was quite prepared to disvnssl
any matter of detail that the Dominion Government or
the Department of Railways deemed important. H-'l
was ready to admit that if the Department of Railways |
proposed to operate the railway in connection with the |
Jntercolonial, the department would wish to define the
Therefore he |

ot

be

standard of the line to be coustructed.
explained that the Hazen
committee of its ministers who would meet representa-
ti
te of detail. Mr. Hazen that
would meet the Government at any time and place that
might .be desired, and would go over matters that

said his
any
the Ottaws authorities might wish to have explained,

That proposition was made last summer, some half

a year ago. But neither Sir Wilfrid Lat gOVe
ment, nor the Minister of Rallways has t
or place, or showed a will n
ter. Now while the Min r of have
good reasons for to operate the proposed

not W

while and

y, and
yight to decline
1o refuse
More especially
required to reply when their leader has solemnly prom-
ised to do so. Sir Wilfrid Laurier
not allow the year 1909 to pass away without giving the
promised statement on this important public matter,

. Hazeén’s offer, they have no right

wer to a plain proposition of this kind.
they

an ans

are in courtesy and in decency

THE OTTAWA RIVER CANAL.

Sir Robert Perks is announced
Canada to take up the business of the Georgian Bay
and Ottawa River Canal. This enterprise has not been
authorized by Parliament, and the Government has given
no sign that it is to be taken up. A survey has been
made, and the report of the Government engineers
has been received, showing that the cost for the least
expensive plan proposed would be $100,000,000, Re-
membering that any of the larger public works recently
undertaken by the federal Government have cost about
double the estimate, we perceive that this canal will
cost as much as a transcontinntal railway, So far as
Sir Wilfrid may be committed to anything respecting
this project, he is pledged not to take it up until the
Transcontinental has been completed. This pledge
ought to be good even when a by-election is impending
at Ottawa. But the presence of Sir Robert Perks, as the
chief promoter of the canal enterprise may make things
run more smoothly in the campaign. Sir Robert has
told his constituents that he cannot be a candidate in
this election because the Georgian Bay Canal will occupy
the larger part of his time for several years to come.
Evidently he has been taking the matter seriously,

to be leaving for

FOOLISH REPROACHES.

The Danish court says that the United States Min-
Mr. Egan

ister Egan is to blame for the Cook tragedy.
says that he does not pretend to know about sci

{we have $71,428571.42,

administration had appointed a |

ot the federal Government and discuss these mul—t
committee}

colleagues have a perfect |

should therefore |

the records of polar navigation, destroying the

traditions of twe centuries. Why not let it go at that,
without reproaching those whose faith in Arctie explor
ers was based on history?

e s T T

THE YIELD OF PRECIOUS METALS.

The world’s production of gold in 1908 is valued at
$442,000,000, This is probably the largest product in
any year of the world's history. It exceeds the yield
of 1908 by $31,000,000. It is estimated that $327,000,000
of this gold was coined into money, and that the in-
dustrial arts called for $78,000,000 worth.

R .P. & W. F. Starr,

This constantly increasing yield of gold is evidently
one of the controlling factors in the increased price of
commodities. While the gold standard does not pre-
vall everywhere, and the single gold standard is still
loss general, there is no doubt that gold is much
more potent than silver in determining prices.

But the silver product of the world was also large
in 1908, The gquantity mined Is estimated at over
200,000,000 ounces, worth at the average price, $108,-
000,000, This does not equal the production of some
other years, but it exceeds by 19,000,000 ounces, or more
than $10,000,000 the output of 1907.

Mexico and Canada show “the chlef .increases.
The Canadian yield for 1909 will be larger than that
of 1908. Meanwhile the silver production of the United
States grows less.

e e

THE BRIDGE.

The attempt of the Pugsley organ and of Mr. Pugs-
ley himself to stampede Mr. Hazen into an offer on
the part of the province to pay one-third of the cost

0; a harbor bridge with the comimlo)n shallk;lmy auo(hell; prices. Yours, Respectfully,
third, does not seem to e making muc " y
progress. The Attorney General has evidently no in- Slre;l, TREMA.NE GARD’

tention of trying to force on the city an enterprise of
uncertain cost, but certain to impose a heavy burden
on the taxpayers. The city itself has the largest
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interest in the project, and will have the heaviest burden
to bear if the bridge should be built. Mr, Hazen and
his colleagues have done all that is necessary to give
the city power to take action. If the city desires
to undertake the work in partnership with the Dominion
and the province, there is no law to prevent the cor-
poration saying so. It is a matter which might well
be referred to the city electors.

WHAT WILL PARENT ALLOW?

Mr. Parent, of the Transcontinental commission, is
said to be negotiating with the Richelien Steamship Com-
pany for land to be occupied for the Montreal terminal
works of the Grand Trunk Pacific. Let us hope that
there is no six hundred per cent. intermediary. It is
fair to Mr. Parent to say thate®in the only case of the
purchase of Transcontinental terminals that has come
to light no such profit was allowed. At Winnipeg the
middlemen bought the option on the terminal property
from the original owner for $99,200. Mr. Parent's
commission then came along and paid § ,000. The
profit was $122,800 or 123 per cent. Like Lord Clive
the Middlemen at St. Bonmiface should be surprised at
their own moderation.

A QUESTION OF PROPORTION.

A correspondent sends The Standard the following
problem. If it costs the Dominion $5,000 to buy a
heap of sawdust which the owner values at $700, how
much would build a Canadian Dreadnought? The Stan«

dard cannot answer this question, further than to say that a bobbin of wire and a metallic incas-
the market price of a Dreadnought seems to be over|ed cane.

$10,000,000. Multiply this by seven and one-seventh, and
But this does not allow for
the fact that there would be more than one middleman
in the Dreadnought deal.
e i —

A Moose farmer had business last week at
A part of his errand was the purchase of an
automobile. The farmers of Saskatchewan are doing
{pretty well now and this one paid $4,500 for his car. He
lobserved to the dealer that some of his neighbors had
| fancy to own motor cars, and that as a friendly
{act he had consented to select machines for them. So
{he purchased thirty automobiles, some at $5,000, some

Jaw

| Detroit.

la

If the the whole costing about $100,000

farmer ! »d in thirty drafts for the amounts
paid, ordered the cars to be sent in the' spring, and
went his way

As suggested yesterday by The Standard the British
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INVENTS POCKET
WIRELESS SYSTEM

Italian Savant Out With New
Apparatus for Transmitting
Messages---Is Good Within
Radius of 30 Miles.

Paris, Dec. 27.—The Italian savant,
Mgr. Cerebotani, papal nuncio at Mu-
nich, is the inventor of an instrument,
like a large watch, which enables n[
person to receive messages transmit-
ter from “wireless” stations.

The apparatus is merely a pocket
receiver, and the only accessories are

A person thus equipped can
at a given moment receive communi-
cation from a station within a radius
f twenty or thirty miles.

In order to do this he halts in the
vicinity of an elevator point or at the
foot of a tree, unrolls his bobbin of
wire and fastens one end to the high-
est branch or any other support; the
other end of the wire is fastened to
the apparatus which is conneécted on
the opposite side, with the cane firmly
planted into the earth. The tele-
graphic receiver is now complete, and
all that remains to be done is to watch
the movements of the single needle
stimulated by the Hertzian waves of
the transmission post.

The needle points successively to
the various letters or signs inscribed
on the apparatus, and thus messages
are formed which can easily be de-
ciphered after the fashion of the
Breguet gystem. The instrument
works rapidly, and it is expected will

And all other Re

A. R. Cam
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26 Germain

18 Waterloo Street.

BANDIT'S HAIR -TURNG
GRAY N ONE NIGHT

Man Who Tried to Kill a Ta-
coma Pawnbroker Suffers
Greatly in Dark Cell-=-De-
dares He Was Starving.

Tacoma, Wash., Dec. 27—By some
peculiar freak of nature the hair of
William Williams, a bandit, who held
up the pawnshop of Morris Bloom and
was captured after trying to kill
Bloom, turned gray in one night.

Williams in police parlance “holler-
ed him in the dark cell. When the
tured. making a confession that has
hardly been equalled in its complete-
ness. Nothwithstanding the police plac-

i 5 a e tance for military
lelection writs will be issued on the tenth of January. It be of great impor M
3" ; sl e L O Sanae purposes. The invention has been
is not expected that many elections will come off on|g,ccessfully tested by the inventor in

the fourteenth, but Saturday
nnmber of polls will be held. Probably the London
{ boroughs, and of most of the large cities in
England will vote that day. Unless the result is very
cloge, it will be possible to estimate the general result
by the return of the Saturday polls.

on the fifteenth a large

those

Zelaya has escaped to Mexico where he may expect
to learn something from President Diaz in addition
{to what his. own e‘xpurieuc«* has taught. The President
én( Mexico never allows an opposition leader to get
;snung enough to make a fight. There is room for
only .one party in some republics.

It is now one year and two months since Dr. Pugs-
ley promised that before two years ships of ten thousand
tons would be taking and discharging cargo at the Grand
Trunk Pacific terminus at the head of Courtenay Bay.
As yet no change in the appearance of the locality is

the presence of the Bavarian court

and leading German scientists.

MARRIAGES.

Clarke—Allingham.
The marriage of Aileen, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Allingham, former-
ly of Woodstock, N. B, to Mr. Harry
Edwin C. Clarke, formerly of St. John,
N. B., took place on ‘Wednesday, Dec.
22, at St. Margaret's church, Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Mr. and Mrs. Clarke will
be at home at 318 Carlton street, Win-
nipeg, after January 1. Many friends
in this province of both bride and
groom will be interested in the an-
nouncement.
Stinson—S8yer.

The wedding took place at the resi-
dence of Mr. W. E. Earle, Lancaster
Heights, on Wednesday evening, Dec.
99 of Miss Letita Syer and Mr. Rob-

22,

since the Quebec bridge fell.
concerning the new structure is that the engineers will
b in a position to call for tenders for the superstructure
in about three months.

perceptible to the naked eye.

It will be two years and four months tomorrow
The latest announcement

ert E. Stinson, of Toronto. The ¢ere-
mony was performed by Rev. C. R.
Flanders and Rev. J. Ross. Mr. and
Mrs. Stinscn went to Toronto, where
they will reside.

P
OBITUARY
Mr. James Murray.

The death occurred on Christmas

Reports from the northwest show a great increase morning. of Mr. James Murray, third

in the value of real estate. But Richibucto beats them
all. Six hundred per cent gain in a few weeks makes
the western real estate people envious. They are
thinking of coming east to grow up with the country.

Dr. Fred Cook has not only failed to gain new

tinguished American.

but he wase informed that Dr. Cook had discovered the
orth Pole and so presented him to the king as a
But this did not happen uatil

aceepted. 7

per by out of his claim to have discovered
the Pole, but has lost some titles that he had before.
He has been expelled from the Explorers’ Club because
of his false pretence of having climbed Mt. McKinley.

The British free trade orators and pamphleteers who
teach that Canadians under protection are paying ten
mhr-bwm_mth_mmu,hm
may be telling the truth. There are camps in the
Yukon where bréead is quite dear.

Zelaya insists that any one else in his position

son of the late Mr. Edward Murray
stevedore. He is survived by his wife,
four sons, Edward, James T. Samuel
R., and Charles, all of this city, and
1 hters, Marie,

our
Immigration
tle, Wash,
home.
this morning at 9 o'clock.

Mr, 4. A. Mackinnon,

Mr.

of the
Hospital, Lilian in Seat-
Louise and Winnifred at
The funeral will take place

The death occurred at, Fairville on |p
December 24, of Mr. James C. Mac-|p,
dacki who was a

P. E. 1. man had resided in Fairville
for a number of years and had fol-
the business. He
daughters:—

ed him in the dark cell. When he
cell door was opened the next morning
it was found that his hair had turned
gray and the lines of suffering on the
man’s face caused him to be ordered
removed at once to a common cell.
The silence and isolation of the soli-
tary r’onﬂn.emenl coupled with his
hystel:lcnl condition is thought to have

e p
Williams still sticks to the story of
hunger making him desperate and driv
ing him to holding up the Bloom es-
tablishment.
“I could have begged,” he admitted,
“but I would rather steal or rob than
to beg, and I guess if it was to do
over 1 would take a chance at the
hold-up game again.,”
Williams gives no good reason for
the desperate attempt he made to kill
Bloom, after the latter had thrown up
his hands and retired to a back room
as ordered. Instead of robbing the
store after Bloom had left Williams
followed him into the rear room and
after firing three shots at him at
short range, tried to beat Bloom to
death with a;gas pipe. The police be-
lieve his condition may produced ms
hysterical and irresponsible actions.
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