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A Sure Cure. ' Oh, 1 sing a very little that 
Mary answered in a regretful tone.

A long pause followed, broken at last by Elsie, who 
asked abruptly, "Why do you live up here ? These rooms 
are not nearly as pleasant as those on the third floor."

“No, but they are cheaper."
“But you earn the same wages 1 do."
“Yes, but—"and Mary hesitated. Then something in

picked up, that's all," what that high stone structure over there is." Della and 
Harry looked in the direction in which he was pointing. 

“Oh," said Harry, “that's the old tower."
"The old tower," related Ralph.
"It was built during the war times," explained Harry 
"Father knows lots of stories about it," said Della 
"You have heard of our cousin, Captain Bell, haven't you ? 

wa-s captured by the enemy, but hr escaped, and hid 
Elsie's manner, togetiier with a longing for humsn syin-* himself up in tire top of that towef. He was there ever so

l«*ng, without a thing to cat."
“Have you < \ er Ireen up there 

must be. a fine % iew

i*y Adeiia m. host.

“No. Helen, 1*11 not go to your prayer meeting. 1 dort’t 
mean to go. to church anymore, nor pray, nor read the 
Bible I’ve lost all faith in such things. There now. 1 
hope'you’ll let me alone "

Having spoken thus plainly, Elsie jCHyim shut Ifer lips 
tight and opened her book as if she wished to eml the con
versation. Tin* truth was she wished to avoid the look 
which she knew was m her friend's ryes

The room was in the third story «if a j*•«-r but n-sjie» table 
boarding house. A few footurrs on the vLill, some Inroks 
on the table, a small, oM-fakhionvil urgati in one t orner, 
these gave to.the apartment a li«uu«- look Indeed, it was 
all if* hom. ill.it Kiwi І ІІ.-ІИІ .1.1.1 ll. Ic. I lertwri knrwt srt»“ •*» 1«“ «**>»••. «Kl U» l«»«ed to make amend».
lk>lh were alone і» ll* wot Id. and d. I*, «led on their own Uv к,ш| wu,dl »°l1 «”|к ЧиеМтп» si* showed lier sym-
eff<»rts fyr support pathetic interest, and Mary's heart was cheered and drawn

“Oh. Elsie, surely V4.li do not mean it, " Helen exclaimed. toward her. 
her voue divided bv pain ami rejwoacli.

••Yes. I sueutr rvery vv.'td of it 1 in not a child," re
torted lCI~.it- - "Haven t vve їда 11 members of the church 
ever since w. , « Інч-п in the і ity.and what good has it done 
us, l.'d like to know No.one ever comes to see us but the 
minister, and little In-knows of our real lives. They call 
themselves.brethren, they are pledged to help one another, 
yet never a hand have they-lifted to help us, when just a 
little influente might have secured us better and more con
genial work < >f course there are чоте good people in the 
church, because stoittc arc boni good and some bad' and I 
can't sec that their religion changes them in the least. Yet 
the Bible savN ‘By t heir fruits y e shall know them.’ “That 
is why 1 have h st faith in Christianity."

“It is only too true that our religion doesn't make the 
difference in us that it.slum Id . but, Elsie, if the tree-seems 
to iç. unfruitful, shall we pull it down or leave it to the 
Lord of the vineyard Did'ÿfni ever lodk, on the other 
side Youi side, 1 mean While you ate' looking for the 
Christ in dtlv i<. who. knows, but someone is looking for 
Him in vou Bf-c.iu' i no on« lias given voiga helping hand, 
is that am iris. >n \ou shuuW refus, it to tlmse less fort un- 
ate fnigive me I Ut., dv.obut vv hat aie you. as a Chris
tian, itmnjn foi' qtliejs

"V w lit no th.'t Vi t hui, cxvlaimed Elsie.-the 
.1 A ou know if f bail a bettej*. 

і in mort . I would gladly give of 
Мір В., «іти h and the poor. If | 

wen 11. її .і thi I k і1 fill I would, do - - much good 
But toil in tlif -Miii .11 daV with those hi,unless girls, and

pathy, caused Mary to open her heart.
There was a cripple brother at the. hospital, and all his 

sister's spare earnings went for his support. As Elsie lis
tened. Mary seemed suddenly exalted by her unselfish, self- 
sacrificing life, while lier own self-centered, fault-finding 
self seemed to grow smaller and smaller Her conscience

asked lier cousin. I here
from the little windows at the top/

"Gracious, no !" exclaimed I Mia, with a-shudder. "There 
winding stairway t«i tin top Wc looked up it once, 

but its so dreadfully «lark, ami there an- -to many I'ob-welx» 
and spiders !"

Hany laughed “iHdlas ач Raid of the dark as she is of 
the water."

“You’ve not been up there, yourself, Harry Webb," said 
When Elsie rose to go she put both arms around Mary IHIa, hotly. "And anyway, a boy of fifteen years old. and 

ahd kissed her good night, saying as she did so, "Don’t stay going to a military school is not supposed to mind things
up here by yourself. Come down and Sit with us when you that girls do."
are lowly, and it you wish I will lead, you to play and , Hany laughed good humomlly, and Ralph said kindly : 
S1"K “Never mind. Della, you are not the only girl who is afraid

"Oh, will you," cried Mary, in rapture. “I would do of tin- dark." 
anything for you if you would," and catching Elsie's hand 
she kissed it, exclaiming, “You are an angel."

It proved that Mary Burns was an apt pupil, and

"It's not so much the dark, as the horrid spiders and 
things," said Della. «

"Let you and1 me go over there now, and go up it,” 
possessed a voice of more than ordinary power. By and suggested Ralph to Harry. But Della, remembered that her 
by other of the office girls were invited to join them. mother had bidden them beat home promptly at one for

It is strange what a universal power there is in music. It luncheon. She reminded the boys of it. 
awakens and inspires those to whom nature and literature "Then we had better go at once," said Ralph, looking at 

his watch, “it is ten minutes to one,now."
The days passed delightfully for the three young people, 

evenings spent in her room. She taught them hymns and There were lung rambles, and drives by the lakeside and 
simple songs. Sometimes they brought their work and long shady roads. For the boys there
Elsie and Helen were able to give them much help, both by bathing. Della did not share these last-named pleasures. ~

"You don't know how much you miss," said her cousin.

are meaningless. Elsie soon learned that some of the girls 
were giving up their dances and doubtful company, for the

boating and

example in their own dress and by timely suggestions
Sometimes Helen would read aloud to them while they Let me teach you to
worked or rested from sewing. Thus the time passed, until "I get a good deal mot, pleasure m sitting on the „h«-.rr 
one evening Elsie proposed that they join Helen and her and wQtching you ,md Hurry set out. am!
friends in their prayer service, ft was a grand meeting in 
which many of the visitors took an active part, some to 
irconsecrate themselves to the Load's service, some to con

in looking fin
іyon to come hack," returned Della 

соте Ik* fear of the 4v,«tu
They had not yet exploit*! the 

ha«l been j.rop,«Kf| |«, do ,
- 'b

feNN their faith in Him for the brut time, and still other* 
vsked to be prayed for

Mary Burns was among the first to xjteak Shesaid tluii 
she had been a Christian for a long time, but of late ii 
seemed as if God had forsaken bn, end no «me < ured whet 
lxxnine of lier. Site knew that Miss GlyOtt was 
member, and yet she seemed ач indifferent us the іечі until, 
one evening she, Elsie, had come to her, and had lwen so

to |t| -, I ! I ■ -і, І
She could W.it ...u le, suft- u«t .«.4*rj«gr .,, *H.I that ,U. k

of « «Лх wrlw ami 
4he km W that I the f-,v. e*p«wwt fhr ditto 
Harry would h« •

|*»4|llOll. W b« l* I < 
my time iitul stairway, with its d»a»x .

w il lmvit be)
t»a« her elfiwtit

.1 ,, і
l«a;ii rsllrtl |r« th , i|y

all • ■' t\ tlcii.ruiglU improve i«ie, there's ju>t 
nothing I і do l,.| IUVM M I anyl*ody else."

N u lie in cікси, H» !• n answered, І от .sure the girls
you xjwuiid І ! I « mg hcljx'd, arid m-ed it, too. . kind to them all ever since And now, sh, meant uev«, to <t«.
iVrlu.pxVH. ... i tl-.-i « ' . I twit vny putjH^e doubt another Christian, but just strive*. d«. hn pan and

'But if ! .. .ilv A«th іhi-m f shall b>' lowering 'instead •

Ami l want tut -tf#4

"I «1.*n t MW ІКгі» I
it the «чмік х aftei'iooii and ».■> nX-.v

>* 'lUfo-it Ml VV>M I ft. 

її I hi » ■ wttl hr htrust Cue Lord.
Elsie was crying when Mary finished, and Helm guessed 

the reason. As the two friends walked home together,
<we in the house

! ■- •1 j >■
of improv ing mvsrdf,’ /«ні І !че. 

"ff«- who With «МІГ l< ' til. I ither out 
to help м»т< .w. will jr.rver чіпk lower himself, for Christ 
Will draw them ImtU ii|. tor 
doing my part But, Oh, Elsie, if your faith is wavering, • 
d" 4. une set vue лі Ifis name ..nd He will reveal Himself to

van 1 we take emie «.♦ the
F.lsie said with tears in her eyes, “To think that Mary was 
looking for the Christ-spirit in me ! How little I dreamed "Why, of course wr . ,m xaid l»ell« 
of id And, Oh, Helen, I want to take back those «trend*

the ipustioii is, am I
q>- What about you, up|*r - шкмі il* m..ll*i 

“I t*n manage il wily." Mid INiJIa 
“I diould hoi* that you could," »ui<l lier father

Elsie nculc їх» lepty, and presently Helen put on her "The Holy Spirit is a great teacher, and he has l>een way, your mother is going." 
bonnet and Mnwl and went out. She had organized a teacliing you, replied her companion. Ex. When Mi. and Mrs. W’ebb had
prayer-circle among the girls who sewed with Iher in the 
shop, aud it was her invitation to join them which had led 
to the conversation just recorded. After her friend’s de
parture, l lsie tried to read, but it was of no use. Helen's

ful words I said that night. I have learned much since 
then."

"Any-

gone, Ralph suggested
“Let's spend the afternoon on the east veranda . 
opened the new magazines yet."

"And," added Harry, “have 
on the water.

we haven't

The Old Tower. early supper and go out

words kept ringing in her ears. "What are you doing for The younger members of Mr. Webb’s family rejoiced ex- 
others Perhaps someone is looking for the Christ in you. ceedingly when he bought Brook Farm.
The question for me is, Am 1 doing my patt ? She rose 
and went to the organ to try and drown her thoughts. She
had learnr.1 v mg nul pl»> quit.- young, and the organ as we used to do." “Perhaps so," answered Della, "but I prefer to watch vou
which w .i4 allth.it a - ftheiMitr childhood home,-had “There’ll bç a chance for you," laughed her brother, two set out, and to look for you to return. "I'll sit on th< 
a!w.«v> been lier a«« But tonight « ven the organ kept teasingly ; the place overlooks the lake, you know ; you can shore till you come back."
rep- «ling Helen vv.m.K learn to row and swim." Della ensconced herself comfortably on a rock with i

\ th. j ium‘ «I - i^iig like .« deep sigh was Della reddened. An angry reply rose to her lips, but she book. She became engrossed in the story she was readin »
“'1 1 “'ill! 1 I"- «i'.mr wide open. A repressed it If Harry saw that she was vexed lie would but and she did not heed the passage of time, nor did she notice

tiguo- that і ; ‘ of idling there sprang up tease her the more. But it was mean of him, she thought, that the sky was
glide.! «1 it*. 11 - f ,v ' ! the stairway, l lsie "1 can't help being so afraid of the water."
knêw il w . M.m Bui.- ! v Hi- « girls who roomed
'•n I hr Ik хм ііі'нп -- Her iiîiihe ’.4àd f.ue yiere familiar to 
her, b«l th,.! ми ll Vm<»m«Mit slu hesitited, then act-

The plan was carried ont. Win-,, they were starting for 
the lake Ralph said, T ou'd better conic w-ith us, Delia 

"Just to think," eaclaimed Della, “of our spending all the Try to overcome your fear of the water. You miss so mm h 
summer in the country, instead of three or four weeks only, pleasure."

becoming gradually darkened bv cloud-.
1 leavy splashes of rain in her face mad. her look up Then 
she saw the dark sky. “Oh, she exclaimed, "there is going 
to be a storm." *

On morning in June, after their installation in their 
country home, Della, Harry and their cousin Ralph, who
had come to spend a month with them, set out to inspect She looked ont on the lake. There was no sign uf |, r 

f 4. \v«-<! the retreating the place. After visiting the barns, the flower garden, brother and cousin. “They ought to be back," she -n
shark s і 1 * ih« k «I .«t Sl.iry>, donr. There where were blooming many varieties of roses, with pinks, mured. The rain began to fall faster and heavier ‘ M
wav n«. I.gl ' ,iv«• wliat came fi<>in the.street sweet-williams and other old-fashined flowers, and the better run up home."
lamp win, " 1 1 !. irnt to show how bare and orchards, they came to a little strip of woodland where they When she reached the house she lit the
,w,! »’* ‘ii.ant v- ,. found an abundance of wild strawberries.

Млі) gave hr і « на ("I the
яміііЦЦ heiself . мі tl • -.Igr і.( the bed, said tremulously*

«ouldn і Ьє!|єііч|«ііііц;
"You Ilk*- III USD tin'll

and sitting room. "It won't be so lonesom,'" will", Іі'!і!к ' 

she thought. But indeed, it soon became so dark that a 
"I.et's make cups of some of these large leaves ; we’ll fill light was necessary. The rain increased in violence Dell 

them, and sit down under that clump of willows to eat ongoing to the window that overlooked the lake coul«i 
them." suggested Harry. not see the faintest gleam of water—it was obscured ЬИо*

Hie companions agreed, and they were soon at wprkpick- How would the boys find their way back5 
ing the bright red fruit.

« hair m the roomt an* "I wish that we had a pail to gather some," said Della. #

" . I d wtttL «tv. Mies Glynn ; 1 just

I Kir .1.4кічі
"I ike 4 I l*»v« it .«i'wfit•! M.iry, almost passionate- Della began to feel frightened. If only the house 

nearer the lake, so that the lights might 
them. But it was too far away for the

serve as a guide to 
rays from the

ty A little later when they were comfortably seated under 
tlie willows eating strawberries, Ralph said : “I wonder**Смр >"u В**у "• wng vvi« livi visitor’s next question.
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