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An Address delivered ander the auspices of the Y, M,
€. A, in Acadis College Hall, Wolfvills,

evening, May agth, by Rev. J; D. Brema

The question of supremie importance to. svery
being is, or ought to be, ' How shall T the | of
Afe? 1u order 1o suswor the question wisely It1s neces-

sary to earty in the soul & clear and true conviction con- .
cerning the value and design of life. No architect builds
better thau he plans ; no post sings nobler than he dreams;
80 painter puts on canvas more of besuty than his soul
concelves | and no Nfe rises in nobleness above the
thoughts of lfe which reign within the souli Sp It
seems to me that at o time and place ke this, we onn.
not be more profitably engaged thas in considering in »
serious way the theme which I have chosen ;| viz, 1 ' The
Measure and the Motives of a Noble Life.”

I weul | have you scoept ss s guiding principle,: that
the true pieasure of » noble life is first the quality and
after that the quantity of the vervice which it renders to
the world, This was the unit of measurement employed
by the Son of God, who came to set up on the safth the
standards of the skies. He gave Heaven's measuring rod
into the hands of men when He declared, ** Whosoever
would become great amoung you shall be your minister,
and whosoever would be first among yon shall be your ser-
vant." Moreover, by that same rule, He sought that men
should measure Him, ‘' He took upon Himself the form
of aservant,”” Though he dare stand up before earth’s
lordliest and ery ' {am a king," He disdained not to bend
before earth's lowliest and say, ‘I am in the midst of you'as
he thet serveth.” While he regarded it not above his right
to claim, '‘all authority in heaven and on earth,’” He

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
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Place that cosiception of deity over against the revela-
Sd of God whidh' Jessts Christ bmgll_u into the world,
and what an utter contrast you have | Take those plotures
in the is which represent incarnate delty opening
the ayes of & bllh‘:d ban;;.lov h.l“ll; l‘oothnuu. A
or'ttu wt ve of Lasaras, of dving on » Roman
Cross lo redeem -'u”lklnd from death | ,l'bcn idess of
OGodbood are ss fir a4 the poles asander, [f they move
men #t all they must move them (n opposite directions
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'aul, A ng, ching, , pennin
immortal cp&u, and ltu think of W.'.%,"p.‘ lnﬂ
poympered, with painted face and iyre in hand, drunk
with the adulations of the rabble in the thestrs, 1 will
pot ask which you consider the nobler pleture, which
comes aearer your ides!, but [ will ask you to remember
that each of ¢ men was what bis religion made bim,
Fach was true to the motto of his life, Paul's motto was,
“1 owe mywelf to the world,”" and he lived up to it.
Nero's to was, ‘' The world owes everything to me,"
and he lived down to it, Hence it came to pass that Paul
lived for achievement; Nero lived for enjoyment.
Paul's ambition was to serve ; Nero's to be served, The
one is of the essence of Christianity ; the other is of the
essgnce of heatheniam,

I have been pointing to the fact that before Jesus came
there was no place for a true measure of noblenesr in the

deemed it not beneath his dignily to wash His discipl
feet. ‘' The Som of Man,” He said, *‘ ceme not to be
ministered unto but to mimister.”” No man: ever lived
who was less s time-server than Jesus, but no man ever
lived who so grandly served his time. He was never
servile, but He was ever perving. Asa servant he taught
and healed the multitudes, As » servant He fiung upon
His cross. As a servant He sits today in the upper sanc-
tuary, at the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens,
1t {s-on the ground of service rendered to humenity He
claims the love loyaity of the ages. According to the
Christ, unquestionably the true measure of nobleness is
service,

In facing this conception it is important that we dis-
criminate intelligently between service and labor, Ser-
vice means more than labor. A man mmay 'perform
herculean tasks and yet render no true service, ' One of
the saddest things in life is the fact that so much of the
world's toil fails, from one cause and anothes, to class, ap
service, Much of the world's work for lnmnq, is done
in a carvless, slovenly, slip-shod way, The masgn daubs
with untempered mortar and the wall is ruined, 'The
physician makes a faulty diagnosis dnd the patient dies,
The machinist passes over a flaw in a car-wheel dnd the
train is wrecked, The preacher mits the vital elements
of the Gospel and immortal souls are left in darkness and
impotence. This is not service but botchery if mot
butchery. Again, many of the works of men are design-
edly destructive and devilish. Napoleon,' that fiery
prodigy of war and conquest, was the hard ki

P P of God, It should be remembered
also that there was no place for such a measure in man's
thought of man. Every doctrine of God has its con-
gruous doctrine of man., The idea of service as the
measure of tness is founded upon the conception of
the universal brotherbood of man, and that in turn, is the
product almost exclusively of the“{zo-pol of Jesus with its
revelation of the fatherhood of God. As a matter of fact,
the ides of humanity as a race of brethren was scarcely
mooted in the pre-Christian ages. Prof, Max Miiller says,
“"The word ‘ mankind ' never passed the lips of Socrates
or Plato or Aristotle,”” It is true that &s the smaller
states of the old world were gradually swallowed up in
the Roman Empire, the idea of a world state and &
world citizenship begau to dawn, and & few noble
humanitarian utterances were inspired, Cicero once said,
‘' Nature bes that 8 man consult the juterests of &
man for the reason that hie is a man.” Marcus Aurelius
Autoninus said, ' My nature id rational apd social, My
city and country, s0 faras I am Autoninus, is Rome,
but sc far as [ am & man it is the world,” And the poet
Terence once shook the Roman theatre with applause as
oried, “Iam’'a man and whatsoever concerns man
copcerns e’ Grand sayinge these, but for the most
pprt sayings only, They never became general, they
never fruited in béneficent action, they were not embodied
in bumanitarian institutions,
l;’l:gn here and there, shooting up from good seed
whlz fallen upon the rock, and because thiey had no
deepiess of eakth thiey withered away. What was needed
to {n rootage snd body and vigor to the idea of service
ap the measure of life, was an und«iylamcepuen of
the unity of the human race. This was Christ’s gift. He
taught thiat men 'were brothers and because they were
should serve each other, They were
ther, therefore they should be kind to
¢ conceived of the human family as o

They were simply so many

s they
kinned to one
one another,

man of his day, but he was the scourge not the servant
of bis time, Or, labor may be essentially selfish and
again it falls below the rank of service. The fountsin

in which each individual was a member
with some part to perform for the common . Hence
he d.ﬁ.d to any man the right to be an idler amid the
tasks of humanity, His doctrine aims at sweeping away

ites and calla u every man,
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and the whirlpool both toil lessly but to drous!
different effects~. The fountain ylelds up its contents for
the blessing of the world, pouring forth its to
make the grasses grow and slake the thirst of man. The
whirlpool, though doomed to an endless round of action
gives nothing forth, but draws all things that come within
its reach into its own vast vortex to feed its insatiable
maw. There is an immense amount of activity among
men of the whirlpool sort, We may call it work, but it
is unworthy the name of service. 8till again, s man may
work under the sheer compulsion of uecessity apd now
he {s no more a servant but & slave, Forced Tahor is
serfiom not wervice. The unwilling toller Is & thrall,
Christ's thought for man is that he shall be neither a
drone nor a drudge, but & workman with & free spirit, o
clear vislon, an unselfish alm. Yes, service is vastly
more than labor, As one has well said, ** Service is labor
baptized, anointed, inspired, lifted wp out of
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ip the name of hu?uuy. to fill a useful place, 1o act a
noble part, to render an adequate service, It is only
when we accept the Christian ides of man that we are
ready to accept the Christian idea of service. The story
of Da)gunu and his lamp is often ?oud as indicatin
the eracy of Greece in the philosopher's day,
think it should be made to do a different duty, That old
Greece, but of a blind

o apeaks of &
I;“,onm. The secret of the pl er's difficulty lny
not in the worthlessness of the

o be met but in the
carried !
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of service as the measure of nobleness
is & banner waving far in front of our lives today, mh is
& banner which shall never be furled, nor borne k in
defest ; & blood-stained ban-
hand of the Ca

ner, nrbold by the of salva-
tion, inciting a redeemed race o even i 8
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young

men and women who are acquiriug the ability %o serve
and at the same time incurring the obligation to serve in
a special dnr:: The College exists for the development
is not & patent machine

smount of knowledge into more
or less empty teads ss one would pack sawdust into
':";‘b't the College is rather an henb-tordn Mu‘rl-,
throbbing breast the embryonic wers ¢ are
quickened and brought “to v.bop birth, m."Couqo.
because it is & Christian College, sims to do even more
than that, 1t addresses itself to the maguificent task of
uot ouly iog life to p , but i

1 regard it as a singularly beauiiful thing and the finest
compliment which the Class of '98 could pay this Coltege,
that it bas so far apprehended the relation between cul-
ture and service as to hang above our heads the motto,
“ Studemus Servire,” No coming Class can ever strike
a finer note than that. It pledges this Class to the
nmplo{num of the noblest means for the attaimment of
the lost ends, It rep a discovery which this
Class has made during its undergraduate cateer, the
discovery that culture means power to serve, and power
to serve involves obligation to serve y
Few yo\m! people enter Collcg; with a.true idea of the

ibilities of educati hey enter these halls
i

P place and
power and and pl t affinities, A great
and lasting work has been achieved if between matricula-
tion and graduation the student learns and accepts with
thankfulness the trath that education means ubligati
Np student ever graduates free of debt, You may PIJ

ouy tuition fees, your board and laundry and tailor an
ﬁook bills, but you' go out from the College loaded down
with deht, In debt to the College, in debt to the mm.rn
in debt to the world, If you want to keep out of del
stay out of College. But ‘then you would need to stay
out of everything else that has any educative or quicken-
ing influence in it. You would need to stay in your
cradle, The only absolutely debt free h beings are
new born babes ‘and idiots. Knowledge is power and
power is debt, The more you know thie more owe
to (l)od and man, An;l{ yeti, u"wo l‘l,lvt uc::h i is n:s
& gloomy prospect. erein lies the very ty a
vﬂm olyhumu existence. * To own our debt, to pay the
{nterest on it promptly and cheerfully, day by day, in
the golden coin of willing service, and then when death
forecloses the mortgage to surrender body, soul and spirit
to the God who gave them that he may do with you ss
seemeth good to Him—to do this is lo take life at its
highest and best. Culture obligates to service, but service
is the measure of nobleness.

‘ Poor vaunt of life indeed
Were man but made to feed
On joy, to solely seek and find and feast ;
Such feasting ended, then
As sure an end to men ;
Irks care the cropsull bird? Frets doubt the maw cram-
m'd beast ? .

with the thought that i

Rejoice we are allled
To that which doth provide
stake, effect and not receive |
spark disturbs our clod ;
Nearer we hold of God
Who gives, than of his tribes that take, I must believe.”

Shame on the youth who 9 out from an isstitution
ke this {nto an age like this 1o dawdie his days away ; to
stroke with soft fingers the velvet side of life; to lonnge
about in easy places; to coddle his § to nurse
wethetic fervors in life’s cosy corners!
u.‘o‘.‘:oolhﬂarn but& l: h‘:bninlnuu.omdhp
Italian, or n n but he an ignoramus .
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one hand and contempt on the other that his fou!
may be expelied and his power to harm reduced
‘the mintmum, If any man would be great among you
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eous Christ His Son," ls the first article of
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