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The Thumb Print Gollery-A System of Identfficoliccij
that the (riminnl U~ Tiotbscop
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leave them aD-romd ne without know
ing It.

“They may make no mark that le 
visible to the eye; and yet, when a lit
tle of our magic powder Is sprinkled 
over the place where a warm, moist 
finger tip has rested, the skin lines . 
stand out with amazing distinctness.

“Often these unconsciously Imparted 
evidences of his presence will point 
unerringly to the criminal, and state 
with a certainty that cannot be con- » I 
troverted. "Thou art the man.’ ’’
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і Boats Made of Lances£. >>ч -
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The lances used by German soldiers 
are to be turned Into framework for 
boats, according to the latest plans 
adopted by the Kaiser’s war advisers.

It has always been a matter of no 
small difficulty to provide bodies of 
cavalry with suitable vessels for 
crossing streams. Only In cases of ab
solute necessity are the horses driven 
bodily Into the water for in the lojr 
weather of winter and the torrid heat 
of summer the fording of a river is al
ways accompanied by some danger. 
The old-fashioned, cumbrous folding 
boats and their wagons have been dis
carded by the German Army for a 
more trustworthy and more easily car
ried vessel. This is the lance boat, 
so called because Its frame Is built 

of the lances carried by 
With twelve of
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-t&tStf&a&tfssüesb.T THEIR finger prints ye shall 
know them.”

So greatly Impressed are 
police authorities of the world with 
the modern system of Identification 
that It has taken its place permanent
ly by the side of the practically in
fallible Bertillon plan of measure
ments.

In Canada the finger-print system 
has been adopted by all the chiefs of 
police of all the big cities, and It Is 
soon to be placed In active operation. 
Already many of / the larger detective 
agencies are employing It.

In a little while every big city in 
the country will have a finger-print 
gallery, just as they now possess gal
leries of photographs of the faces of 
rogues and their measurements.

Regular scheols—part of the neces
sary detective curriculum—for the 
study of the art of finger-print iden
tification have been established in 
Europe—one In Paris, another at Bu
charest.

Dangerous criminals are constantly 
being traced and brought to justice 
through the voiceless witness of their 
finger prints. Last year 6,000 Identi
fications were made in England alone

В
different that It Is im- 

lmpressionSince M. Bertillon, however, has re- 
duced finger-print study to almost an 
exaet science, and has classified the 
characteristics of skin markings, more 
satisfactory results—to the police, not 
to criminals—have, been obtained.

It is for the more systematic and 
thorough study of detective criminol
ogy, of the latest methods of Identifi
cation. that the police schools in Paris 
and Bucharest have been opened.

Detectives and policemen must be
come more clever year, by year, be
cause the shrewdness of criminals is 
increasing. In fact, a contest of clev
erness is continually in progress be
tween them.

The clever criminal appreciates the 
Importance of finger-print evidence as 
thoroughly as do the police. When 
“in action many of them take meas
ures to prevent leaving any incrim
inating marks behind.

A favorite method is to treat the 
ends of thumbs and fingers'1 with sal
icylic acid. This is done to obliterate 
the distinguishing ridges, arches, loops 
and whorls of the skin surface.

Another method of trying to evade 
the silent evidence of the finger print 
is to doctor the skin with a sharp 
instrument. This is done by cutting 
or filing away the ridges, but as it is 
a painful operation, only the most 
hardy resort to it.

Obviously, protection would be af- 
fingers. The prints were photographed forded by wearing gloves; but there 
and the lines compared with those on , are many objections to this. A gloved 
the hand of a registered “habitual” hand is not at its best in a desperate 
criminal. The result satisfied the jury 0r delicate enterprise, 
at his trial. The burglar whose hand Is encased

In the case of a murder at Dept- in a glove cannot shoot as straight 
ford, England, not long ago, the crtm- when the necessity of using his weap- 
inal left finger prints upon a cash on arlsis; neither can he so effective- 
box which he opened. These were ly clutch the throat of any one who 
found to be those of a man whose interrupts him. 
finger tracings were among the police 
records, and he was convinced.

I fingers are so 
possible to mistake an 
made by the female hand for that of 
the male.

“The hand Is one of the principal 
parts of the human body characterized 
by heredity. In my study of human 
nature, I have many times seen an 
exaot similar formation of hands and 
fingers but only among members of 
the same family; I have known bro
thers and sisters, cousins, male and 
female, all to have the exact shape of 
fingers of their parents, so that it 
would be difficult to decide the finger 
prints made by them.

"There is no essential difference be
tween the finger print of a criminal 
and an ordinary individual; In other 
words there is nothing characteristic 
in a criminal's hand. There Is, how- 

strange peculiarity In the for-

that country have been required to 
give receipts in that way. This has 
eliminated impersonation, and, it is 
said, “pensioners no longer live for
ever.”k:

First to appreciate and demonstrate 
the value of finger-print evidence in 
detective work was Professor Francis 
Galton of England. Cousin of Charles 
Darwin, the famous scientist, he was 
himself an éminent scholar, and de
voted many years to a careful study 
of finger impressions. Professor Gal
ton declared that “the change of two 
people's finger prints being alike is one 
In 64,000.000.“

"During the thirteen years it has 
been tried in England,” said Inspector 
Collins, of Scotland Yard, recently, 
“the result of identification by this 
method has not been challenged in a 
single Instance, although we have had 
as many as five thousand identifica
tions a year.

“The finger-print system has robbed 
the alias of itg utility; the man of 
many names and many crimes can no 
longer successfully plead hunger, des
peration and a first offense. His fin
ger prints betray him.”

At one time an expert cracksman

Zèt up by means 
the German troopers, 
sixteen lances six men can build a boat 
In five minutes, and In two minutes 
they can take It apart. In two mia
ules the frame Is spanned with a wa
terproof piece of canvas, and the boat 
Is ready for service. .Lances, suitably 
covered with canvas, are used as oars. 
The oar blade consists of a strip of 
canvas 2 feet long and 6 inches broad, 
upon which slats are sewn.

The connecting members and locking 
devices used In building up the boat 
frame weigh 44 pounds; the canvas, 20 
pounds; in all, 72 pounds. By reason 
of this small weight a single horsq 

carry the parts of two boats.
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ever, a
mation of the thumb in many persons 
of unsound mind. Why this should 
be so, I am unable to say.”

“Fingers prints are strange things, 
M. Bertillon reniarked recently. “We

out a particular Impression from 
among many thousand much easier 
than It would seem.

For unknown ages finger prints have 
been used as a means of Identification.
The science is of the wisdom of the 
Orient, and Western peoples have been 
laggards In taking It up.

During several centuries the wily . „ .
Chinaman has Insisted that the lines broke Into a London suburban home, 
of the holder’s hand shall be Impressed The windows had been newly painted, 
upon the government passport, thus and the police found, clear and un
blocking surreptitious transfer. mlstakable, the outline of the burglar s

In Japan, state documents bore, as 
token of Imperial sanction, the red- 
hued print of the Emperor’s thumb.
India has long employed the thumb 
print as a check to forgers and land 
grabbers. The Hindoos, when regis
tering a transfer of land, Insisted up
on affixing to the documents the un
changing attestation of their thumb 
prints. v

Not until 1S23, however, 
peans awake to the fact that there 
were definite and distinctive markings 
upon the finger tips, which arranged 
themselves In pronounced and unmls- 
takeable patterns. And it was not 
until forty years later that an em
inent English scientist and Jurist call
ed attention to the practical Infalli
bility of the finger print as evidence 
of identification.
’ The scientist of 1823 was Dr. Pur- 
ken Je, of Germany; the English jurist 
of 1863 was Sir William Herschel, who 
had been impressed by the Hindu 
custom of attesting legal documents.
The British Government also recogniz
ed the value of the thumb print, and 
for eight years or more pensioners in

provision dealer, charged with being 
an accessory.

BERTILLON SOLVED THIS MYS
TERY.

can

While M. Alphonse Bertillon is not 
the father of finger-print identifica
tion, as he is of anthropometric meas
urements, he adapted the science, so 
determined and Improved its methods 
- - to make It the present almost In
fallible detective agency of the law.

It Is much more simple of opera
tion than the system of anthropo
metric measurements. More than a 
little care Is required to obtain the 
measurements of a criminal "with any 
degree of accuracy, and the slightest 
mistake ruins the efficiency. The 
clumsiest constable could not fall to 
obtain an accurate finger print.

Some years ago a mysterious assas- 
lnation perplexed the Paris authori
ties. They had arrested one innocent 
man, discharged him, and were pre
paring to arrest another, when M. Ber
tillon walked into the office of the 
chief.

"The man you want is Henri Leon 
1 Scheffer,” he said. "Here are his pho- 

» So certain and Indisputable Is fin- I tographs, past record, and descrip- 
«er-nriht Identification that not a few tlon.”
criminals have confessed when con- , knA^0UnnQ^f ’ ^«^heffeG"" he' said, 

fruntsd by no other evidence. I “Why do you accuse him?”
Bertillon exhibited sonie photographs 

of finger prints. “The marks." he 
stated, "were found In the murdered 
man’s room.”

In this instance. M. Bertillon, upon 
flashlight photograph

Rugby, Model Town, 
BoomsNo Spelling For Him:

m “No, I shan’t be looking for any 
spelling schools this Winter,” replied 
>л- drummer wtlh a shake of the head.

■Last Winter, as I was loafing 
around a country town on my route, 
or, acquaintance informed me that an 
old-fashioned spelling school was to 
be held that night at a country school 
house and I was invited to go with a 
crowd. Boys and girls piled Into a big 
sleigh filled with straw, and I natur
ally tried to make myself agreeable. 
Before we had gone a mile, one young 
fellow said that It I didn't quit grin- 
ning at his girl he’d punch my head, 
and when we got to the school house 
another put his fist under my nose 
and called me too fresh. .

“On top of that, I was ass enough 
to go In and spell the whole crowd 
down, and I had to make my escape 
from the building by a window and 
walk four miles through the snow by 
my lonesome.

“I used to be fond of old-fashioned 
things, and the spelling school headed 
the list, but I guess I shall have to 
cut It out, and be satisfied with mince 
pie and popcorn.”

At last, Rugby, Term., seems on the 
road to success, but not In the way 
that its founder, Thomas Hughes, the 
famous English writer expected.

When the author of “Tom Brown at 
Rugby” organized a company and es
tablished a model colony In Morgan 
county, yenn., twenty-five years ago, 
his plans attracted world-wide atten
tion.

Formed with a capital of $750,000, the 
company purchased 50,000 acres of land 
on the Cumberland river. The place 
was to be the location of an Ideal 
community of educated, but financially 
restricted, Englishmen.

The plans contemplated combing ac
tivity with attention to culture and 
out-of-door English sports, such as 
cricket and hunting. Settlers were to 
include the better class of English 
families—the families 
gentlemen’’—that had, however, 
the pangs of poverty, and such desir
able American families as might care 
to join them.

Social life, as it is known among 
the rural patricians of the old country, 
was to be a feature of this model 
colong in America.

Buildings were erected, the tract 
otherwise improved, and In 1880 a num
ber of English families cave over and 
settled at Rugby. They were Joined by 
several Americans, who fancied the 
novelty, but the original features were 
maintained only a few years. Since 
that time the Rugby colony has drift
ed along as an ordinary Tennessee 
community.

Of late years the coal and iron mines 
upon the property have been developed 
and an American company has made 
an offer for the property that will 
more than repay, It Is said, the outlay 
of the English originators.

as

through this agency.
Only recently two men charged with 

burglary and murder were extradited 
from England to France solely upon 
the incriminating testimony left by 
their hands at the place of the crime.

Prisons are crowded with criminals 
who bemoan the latter-day shrewdness 
of the police and the systematic re
searches of Professor Francia Galton, 
who called attention to the Value of 
this plan by asserting that the chance 
of two sets of finger prints being alike 
is less than one In 54,Ois),000.
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did Euro-
'THOU ART THE MAN.” . 

REDUCED TO AN EXACT SCIENCE Even If undisturbed, th« gloves 
Within the last few years a powder would be in the way in picking a lock, 

has been discovered which brings out Dr. Forbes Winslow, a well-known 
clearly and sharply the print of a London surgeon, while agreeing that 
warm finger upon glass or any othei : “the investigation of crime by means 
smooth surface. Prints, invisible at j of finger prints is a great advent in 
first, when dusted over with this pow- i criminal science,” does not agree with 
der come out in distinct designs. j the theory that no two persons have

At first, the police experienced some \ such markings exactly alike. He 
difficulty because of the slight dtf- ! states that there is often a close re
ference in the measurements of the | semblance in families, 
various ridges, “lakes,” “Islands,” 
arches and other skin marks, accord
ing to the amount of pressure used 
by the criminal in making the im
pression.

of “country 
felt

1-А •
“Such Investigation will prove be

yond all shadow of doubt,” he asserts, 
“whether the crime has been commit
ted by a man or a woman. The Shape 
and formation of the male and female

Not long sines two young French
man stood on the Bow Street Police 
Court In London, listening to proceed- 

"for their esLrad'tion to Paris, 
where they
charge of burglary and murder.

•What evidence have you? the 
magistrate asked the police.

”1 here," responded the oftlc 
hlbiting cards upon which were the 
prints of the prisoners’ fingers, and 
other cards containing photographs of 
impressions left by the hands of the 
murderers at the scene of the crime.

Experts swore that the prints were 
Identical, and so the prisoners were 
promptly returned tv Paris and quick 
conviction.

Early one morning the police of Pafls 
were called to the wine shop of Ma
dame Laurent, in the Rue Houdon. 
There they found the proprietor ly
ing dead upon the floor. She had 

• been strangled, and the money drawer 
In the shop had been rifled.

Before departing, the murderous rob
bers had helped themselves to wine, 
leaving upon a table three empty bot
tles In the dust upon the neck of 
one of these bottles were the Imprints 
of fingers. Every line was distinctly 
visible.

M. Bertillon, the great master of 
finger-print science, as he is of an
thropometric measurements, was call
ed upon the case. He treated the 
marks with a powder that preserved 
and brought them out even more dis
tinctly, and then carefully photo
graphed them.

Of course, they might have been 
finger prints of Madame Laurent her
mit, but more likely they were the 
Imprints of the murderers. Could their 
duplicates be found among the police 
records?

Yes, they were found. At detective 
headquarters were Impressions of the 
fingers of Jean Sauzat, a clerk In the 
neighborhood of the wine shop which 
the police declared were identical with 
the prints upon the bottles. The next 
thing to do was to find Sauzat.

This was accomplished by the Lon
don police. New Impressions were 
taken and compared -with the photo
graphs from the Laurent wine shop. 
M. Bertillon declared that no two sets 
of fingers could possibly have made 
marks so similar; and upon this testi
mony the man was held for extradi
tion; andt wttb htor we»Тієї» e-yotmg.

h STRAY BITS OF PHILOSOPHY BY 
THE OLD WHITTLER.

When you come across a man with 
a sharp krrife in his pocket, a soft 
pine shingle handy and plenty of time 
to loaf in, watch him. It he’d rather 
sit with his hands In his pockets than 
to whittle, don’t bank on him.

looking at a 
which the police had taken of the 
scene of the crime, had discovered two 
little impressions upon the edge of a 
broken pane of glass in a cabinet. 
"Perhaps they are tinge» prints,” he 
thought.

Proceeding to the place, he cut out 
the glass and returned with it to his 
office, where the prints were photo
graphed. Within three hours he had 
found among the police records fing
er prints that duplicated those upon 
the pane of glass. The murdered was 
known.

Henri Leon Scheffer had not even 
been suspected. But, when shown 
that he had left irrefutable evidence 
behind on the night of the crime, he 
confessed.

mgs
wanted upon am w era

New Method to Revive Asphyxiation Victims.ers, ex-

■

When the price of wheat went down 
to sixty cents a bushel I argued that 
there was something mighty wrong 
with this country. When the price 
Jumped to $1.20, I was honest enough 
to argue that I was a fool for going 
out of wheat and into dried apples.

Old John Williams spent at least five 
years of his life arguing as to whether 
the whale swallowed Jonah or not, and 
died undecided, 
might have caught more fish then the 
whale and Jonah put togeyier could 
have eaten and left something behind 
for his children to brag about.

Is yet alive. You can most always 
tell who has been who In this way 
while sauntering through the cities of 
the dead.

»
During that time heCLASSIFICATION OF FINGER 

PRINTS.

Since the police have made this sys
tem of detection such an important 
feature in ferreting out crime the 
English authorities have collected 
about eight hundred thousand Impres
sions at Scotland Yard, while the 
French have as many more in Paris. 
Nearly every person who is arrested 
Із "Bertlllonized and finger-printed.”

Similar work has been done by the 
German, Austrian, Italian and authori
ties of other countries, but nowhere 
with the same thoroughness and effi
ciency as In France. While the police 
of many American cities have adopted 
the system to greater or less extent, 
It Is not as yet so generally employed 
In this country as abroad.

At first glance, It appears a gigantic 
task to search through several hun
dred thousand cards to find a parti
cular finger print, but the system em
ployed has simplified this work.

While no two finger prints are alike, 
there are certain general characteria- 
tics’ that can be assorted into types. 
These depend upon the. arrangement 
of the curves, circles and whorls of 
the fine lines of the finger tips.

M. Bertillon has classified such im
pressions into five general and twenty- 
three subordinate types. This classi
fication. together with the, knowledge 
or suspicion that the police may direct 
toward any Individual or class of 
criminals, makes the task of hunttiig

Hometown HappeningsV
t.. We regret to learn that Mr. Htram 

Livingston, one of our foremost mer
chants, absentmindedly put a lighted 
cigar In his coattail pocket the other 
day, and a few minutes later the cloth 
blazed up and blistered him so badly 
that he will be among the stand-ups 
for the next two weeks. His death 
would have been a loss to be felt by

SSS:І
around on stilts after a fall.

While Mrs. James 
holding an at-home last Thursday af
ternoon some fiend incarnate broke in
to the cellar and stole a jar of peach 
Pickles and got safely away. Can such 
things be in this twentieth century.

The Banner wants wood on subscrip
tion-wants It bad—beech, maple, elm, 
ash basswood, pine—any old wood. We 
will even take stumps and roots and 
fence rails. Our office is so cold for
th e want of wood that we write this 
with a bed quilt wrapped around us.

K

I Shannon was

all.

The principal feature of the appara- this motion of the abdomen the more 
tus Is a kind of the thorax, and which effectively is drawn into through and 
can be made air-tight. A space is left expelled from the lungs, 
between tlie vault of the shield and The rhythmical control 
the surface of the body, and into this pheric pressure given by Dr. 
space air is alternately forced and monger's machine not only pumps air 
withdrawn by means of a bellows. into and out of the lungs, but the recl- 

With the partlv asphyxiated person -procal motion Imparted through the 
lying supinely upon his back this con- ; walls of the abdomen and the 'dia- 
trlvance Is fastened over his abdomen. ; phragm gives a regular and effective 
When the pump is worked air is forced massage to the heart, which is found 
Into the shield and then expelled, the ! to respond promptly to the treatment, 
action being carried on regularly and By such action upon the respiration 
at natural Intervals. and the circulation of the blood the

Every one kj'tows how the abdomen best results so far known In the treat- 
expands and contracts during, the pro- ment of asphyxiated, persons iwve 
cess, -of -breathing. The- more perfect-Irbeon obtalned.

While society In Hometown has ta
booed russet shoes for the winter, an 
exception has been made ‘in our case. 
If it hadn’t been, we should have been 
obliged to attend functions 
stocking feet, 
only things we’ve got.

I New Method to Revive auseecatnvb 
When physicians are called upon to

of atmos- 
Etsen-

restore victims of asphyxiation, their 
first efforts are directed toward se
curing a resumption of the functions of 
the heart and lungs.

Such efforts are made, usually, with 
more or less laborious detail, pressing 
his sides, rolling him on a barrel or In 
other ways attempting to start off the 
suspended Internal machinery.

An apparatus Intended to attain such 
an end more speedily, invented by Dr.

Is just now attracting

In our 
as a pair russete are the

t

We are informed on reliable author- 
Mrs Thomas Jackson returned home lty that Mr. James Blunt, the Justly 

from a visit to Chicago the other day, popular blacksmith, is writing a com- 
and she informs the Banner that In edy drama during his leisure hours, 
matters of social etiquette Hometown and those who have had the privilege 
is far ahead of the Windy City. For of looking over the first act say that

t

R. Eiaenmenger,
cone іüerable attention in the world- of 

Science.
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