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'uenfm- man, -hn mlghl exh bit gruler love, |
or utter more moving words or offer greater

For the Cbnslnn Watch

bl gethan did Jesus Christ, then we might

h

THE BLESSING OF SIMEON.
No. V.

HUMAN' DEPRAVITY - BEVEALED. BY MAN'S
o' e -OF JBSUS.. . .

Simiepn  forAaw” (et THe trentaient which
Jesus should receive would reveal thie true dis-
position ' of ‘man, and bring into light the most
secret emotions and intentions of his heari.

It is of infinite importance that the real char-
acter of man should in some way be mide
known.  Men are ignorant of their own disposi-
tion. - Selfslove, together wirk ignorance of their
obligation to God combine'to mike them think
of themél¥es more ‘bighly than they ought to
think. * Hence, they are lisble to errors which
are mqst injurious to themselves-and most dis-
honoring ‘to“God. - They imagine thet their
hearts areé’ ecomparatively pure, their lives com-
paratively virtuous, that their sins are but few
and deserve but trivisl penalties. 'Hence, they

fpersevere in a career of sin, vainly dreaming of

inputiity,’ or else if they cannot forget the
diving sefitence “ the soul that sinveth. it shall
die,” they regard the Deity as harsh and even
unjust, and with hearts filled with enmity towarde
Him they plunge into sin with mingled recklesd-
ness and-terror. Besides, not unly the well being
of maén, but the glory of God requires that the
real disposition of man should be fully unveiled.
He has threatened the impenitent sinner with a
fearfol ponalty. It 18 necessary thet it should
appear that the sinver deserves the impending
doom, &0 that all may perceive that God is juat,
and even the condemned criminal himself be
constrained to acquiesce in Lhe justice of his
senténce.

Now, the true character of msn had never been
made known until Jesus came. The hesthen it
is tfue-were very sinful and exhibied great de-
pravity of heari. They sinned against the light
of nature, were evidently seifish and impure.
But to what extent were they depraved? Their
knowledge of duty, of the destiny of the soul,
wag yery imperfect. Who could tell but that
udﬁtnm light on these points would lesd toa
corresponding improvement in conduct and clla-
racter: Were the hesthen only partislly de-
praved ?' Did their conduct result form but a
partial disarrangement of the faculties? To
those dnquiries none could give a satisfaciory re-
plys - The Jews also were sinners, they violated
the revea'ed law, they lived in knowa sin ; with
theif guperior light, they exhibiied no moral su-
periority over the heathez. Certainly knowledge
of duty was greater, 8o their disobedienc gave
elearer evidence of depravity. But those Jews
were not fully ‘acquainted with God, His
love was not revealed to them in all ite fuls
ness, ‘The wey of pardon for sin committed
was but imperfectly perceived. As we regard
the wickedness of the Jews, though am:zed st
ire extent, we cannot say that it proves a total
depravity of disposition.  Might not additi \ual
informatidn réspecting the character of God, and
the way of pardon have resulted in an entire
change of conduet ? Judaism cowld not answer
this:qbestion ; neither the light of nature nor the
revealed law brought out into view the secret
character of the human hesrt. This was dis-
closed by the treatinent which Jesus has receive
ed at the hands of men.. As a eign spoken
againet,’ he has revealed the secrets of many
hesrts, .

Jesus came into the world and presented con-
clusive evidenee that he was an ambassador from
God to guilty man. ‘e exhibited a glory as of
the only begotten Son of God. All necessary
tuath. He impurted. He affectionately invited
every rebel to accept of pardon and favor
from God. He pointed out the terible conse-®
quenges of sin, and portrayed = heaven of bliss
for the boly. In order to procure for the
gulty, the pardon, and blessing which he freely
offered 1o ail, He Himself voluntarily endured
&0’ fgnomineous and terrible death. But He
was despised and rejected by men.

19 pr the depravity of the sinner
‘lo e without limit, 1f the utnost charity could |
form any excuse for the antipsithy which sinners |
have aiways exhibited towarda the character, the|
doetrines and the claims of Jesus, we might stiil
ho'p tha! there might be some fibre of the heart
not corrupied. But Wwe ¢dh frame no wuch éxe
cusel

Here'there is displeyed a complete depravation
of character,—a wiiful blindness which will pers
cieve no light, a hardness of heart which no love
can melt, 8 Cesperatepassion for sin which yield
neither to offers of heaaen, nor threats of hell.
MATHETES,
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Jrsvs prives TRADERS 00T oF THE TrMPux.

Joho 2. 13—25.

Shortly after the arrival of Jusus at Caperna-
um, the tune for keeping the Pussover of the
Jews came round. This festival could be kept
only in Jerusalem, and Jesus who obeyed every
tittle of the lawe, went up to the holy city, there
to observe this ancient wstitution.

The Temple ineluded within its precinets not
only the sanctuary, but the surrounding courts,
and terrsces. The sanctuary was closed against
all but the priest, the courts were however fre-
quented by the people. The porches, or arches,
by which the worshippers entered these sacred
enclosiires, were desecrated by the presence of
men who sought (o make money out of those
who came bither to worship Jehovah, = Here
were sold the oxen, and sheep, and doves,which
were used in the sacnifices, Here also were the
tables of the money changers, who gave Jewish
cein in exchange for Roman—it being necessary
for every worshipper to pay a tax of half & she-
kel in Jewish money.

The, climor among the buyers and eellers, the
‘dowing of the oxen and the bleating of the vl s}
the presence of the merchants, and the jingl- of
money were strange accompaniments to the wers
ship of God, and seriously interrupted the devo-
tions of his people. Jesus came to the témple to
periorm his devotions in aczordance withthe law
but he had no sconer heard the discordant sounds,
and witnessed the unbecoming spectaele, tha
his ®sou: was vexed within him., He mades
whip of small cords, and expe'led eall these
men with their merchandis: out-of the sacred
enclosures.” He slso drové out all the sheep
and oxen, and doves, poured out in the gronnd
the coins of the muney changers, and overturned
their tables. To those who sold doves he said,
‘take these things hence, make not my fathers
house of merchandize.” This circametances
brought to the minds of the disciples in after
times the scriptores, * the szeal for thine house
hath consumed me.” (Pa. 69 : 10.)

‘vhe Jews who ‘stood by witnessing this
stiange spectacle could not deny but that the
conduet of Jesus was right. They were astons
ished at his exbibition of zeal, and the claim
t> superior piety implied in his drnving out the
money changers, and especially in calling God
bis father, i

They st once requésied a miracle, as proof
that he had beea commissioned by God to act as

a r:former, and to claii him as bis Father. But
no miracle was necessary iu the present instance,
the conecience of every Jew to1d him that the
pious zeal of Jesus was epproved of by God.

Jesus replied, I will give yon a sign. Tear
down this temple, and in three days I will re-
build it, The Jews were .astonished at this lan-
guage. ‘They replied, “this temple required
thirty and five years for Its erection, and ~wils
thou rebuild it in three days.”

Jesus however spoke of his own death -nd re-
surrection as a sign'of his divine commission.
Therefore after he had risen from the dead. his
discipl bered this prediction of their

How ge is the conduct of these unbeliev:
evé. They weré cearly slive to every intimation
of evif interest—yet when pardon and cteraal fo-
licity is offered by Jesus it is contmptuously res
joeted.—Man has ever prized liberty—yet wheo
Josua offers deliverance from the tyranoy ot sin
dn“m is7éfused. Love which executeso great
s power over the human heart is impotent only
when maoifesied in its most exsited form by
Jesug Christ. ' Still more, the natursl heart exhi-
bits @'positive antipathy to Jesus—ur antipathy
which is palpably in proportion o the readiness
"Rh 'Which reason and conseiénee acknowledge
the truthfulness of ‘his doﬂrinu, and she righte-
‘ousnéss of his chatecter and laws.-

Cén'we form the same estimate of huun
eharacter after such’ a sign has'bectt o spoken
Against, as when men rejected ' only the imper-
oot lightof nature or the ‘stern comminds of
Yaw ?'1s there not unveiled a heartfelt dishike of

T ed
-uur on this ogeasion and it strepgthened their
%ith 1n the Scriptures which he hed sanciioned
snd ia the words which he had spoken.

During the s~ason- of the fstival of the pass=
orer, and while Jesus was yet io Jerusalem he
wroogh many mirseles in the sight of v.ho peo-

| #d in acquiring great smd extems ve power over

Pn;hl‘ Wareh

Christianity of God, pwul from it
The fact that & ﬂhtx-a(ui"— has suocesd !

the minds of mes, is nopunef of it trath, yet!
there may be circumstances estmected with ite
progre<s which shail leswe ms dowle m the mind
of a candid. mee—that i is of God.
be such a relasion between a religion snd the state

of the worlll, that the swceess of the Sorwer cas |
only be explirined upse the smpposition Ml’
is divine.

1. The pragress of Christissity, in spile of uu-
exceedingly wick edmess of tive world, proves 1h|t
it 15 not of men.

Upon the supposition i it is of earthly oria
g'p, we cannot faz s socoessfal opposi-
tion to antagonistit inflsences jts brilliax trivmph |
over systems in Rarmony with the Sepravity of!
man, and rendered attrusctive by all that i ve-!
nerable in antquity, sad bresd o their hearts
by all the charms which wrt or Baerature affard.

Whean the guspel was first preached iw snccess |
seemed absolutely impossihie. i

The worfl was streped in ‘-nurxpm..‘ and m‘
corruptioa sasctinoed by religion- The holy Taw |
no longer influenced the Jew, excep: to increase |

his pride and bigetry. Romsa virme had lougi
been & subjeet upon which mome bat poets ever |
dreamed. The corrupt Remen despiced the more
wily and licentions Gresk ; both regarded the
Oriental as christisss now regard the Hindoo. Th*
gods of the pagan had been formed in accordance
with the impure imagiestion of men, and
these deities in their torn fovere] whatever was
vile in his heart. His religion sbrengthened bed
passions, snd teck from vice its dingusting de-
formities. It transfrmed creelry imte berojsm
haliowed licentionsness by the exvample of the
gods, and presented it to the Imasimetion with
all the glowing charas of ides! besuty, vnd with
all the melody of ravmautel some,

Against this universal cemsption of wes—thos
sanctioned by religive, Chistm-ity sppossd it~
self. Its anthor was the son of & carpeater. It
offered no bribe to the passions. §t folfilled not
the loag cherished hapes of the Jew To. the
Greek it could powt ont mo gode *nd in
ever breskise mvesivie

n evidence was irresistable. A true rellg;ﬂh
o could take advantage’of the impression
we mentioned, it coulf disprove false ¢laims

expose: pretended .mirmeles. Chriati ian- |

i % Japulios e a8

political or social relations.
told to serve the King,

The subject’ was

ity who would dxsbeheve it 1f rhey drenms and . visions, of v.lm Origin witnesses,
d, they would ;only acknowledge its cla' ms_“ Many . have ‘como 1o Christianity, as it were

against their will, their sffertions being suddenly
chx\nged by a certain: Bpirit, from the hatred
of fhe goapelto sueh love of it as makes them
ITeady -\o lay down. their lives fox. it, and, this

to the habits of men, eo lgnoblc through the.medium of visions. which occurted. |
o feeblé in its ‘instruments, by na to-them when awake, or in dreams.”

BSrsss proy vertior Shus wrought see
\!omover Chrisnsmty interfered with no purely’ e

The husband waa still | dlrucung and giving suceess to the efforts of the

aeema ¢ been.
ek 5
world to come.” . Those whe had peruived and |

acknowledged the power. of the Holy, Spuzit, in

to cherish his wife, ;the slave to obey his umc-lprencherl of the gospel, yet who aftrwards |

ter.

The Christian sbught not for temporal power—-
be could not be coneidered ambitions. Al other
imposters sought to establish partics for political
purposes of some  sort. - The purely spiritual
character of Christianity gave it an immense
advantage, since it heightened the ferver and
zeal of its followers, while it deprived magis-

| trates of oneof the strongest pleas for persecu-

tion. Thougfi Christians were often aceused of dis-
loyalty, the comwon people with whom they
mingled knew better—they knew that Christians
were not aiming to ‘establish a temporal king-
dom.

Again, inthe adaptation of Christianity to the
social condition of the world is seen the hand of a
divine being. Enthusiasts would have carried their
principles 107an extremo—the hushand would
have left bis 'dolatrous wife-~the slave wounld
have been freed ot once from bondage. These
evils were left for nge to come, There was
wisdom in this, very unlike the wisdomn of
man.

In the relation which we have traced between
Christiapity and tho condition of society: we
see that the former by taking advantege of cire
cumstances which would have destroyed a human
scheme, proves itgeif to be divine,

3. Wawill now glance at the character of the
early Christian.  He exceeded the wildest fanatic
in s¢ll-dasg'ion, while hie conduct was marked
by the calmness and steadfastoess of a phil.
osopher. e was dibgent in bis business, he
fulfilled the duaties of a son, hushand, and father,
with the most exemplary fidelity at’s time when

eplendid rerarare. It evald effier w0 the Roman
no amphithesire streaming with blood. Do netw
lands to conquer, mo mew somrces of weaith o
swell the treasary of the imperial city. On the
contrary, it oppesed itwelf to the bad passions
sud idolatrous worship worsbip of the prgan;
to the ‘egality snd spivitwal pride of the Jew.
Besides, it forctald pers-cution to its fo'lowen
it offered the seorm of the bitter en-
mity of iriends, exile, torture amd death. Anlyet
this religion cleiming o lutle 134 from the na
turnal heart, despisiag sifke t'e arm of the war
nor, atd the lesrming of the philosopher,
extended from tie plsce where it was first
preached, rapilly yet suzely, o from Judea to
Britain, fivs Gaul to Elbopes, it suied wahout
a rival. It was e'resger thas the arm of 'he
persecotor, more endering tham bigotry
venge, more divine tham philes phy.

We can tccoust for tiis emly apon thc suppo«
sition that Christianity comse iroan Gad.

2. We think that we cam Srace in the condition
of the world, at the time when Chnstanity wes
dnced a dirwes pa for that event,

The condition of lhng- was sach !hl
position, and esp ily wuch am & 1
Christianity, could possibly have made suy .zat
progress. While st the smme time trarh never
before bad so fair an oppertanity of exciting the
attention of men. I wosld seem as if the Go-
vernor of the uwniverse bad s» ordered events,
that as scon as the world was srepured for a re.
velation, that reveluiion wos mude.

Notice here that Rome bad been made the
mother and head of nuieoms. She bound them
together ir the closest imtinacy. Roads extended
from one extrematy of her wvast dow'wion to the
other, so that c-mmenication from place to place

culd be carried on with facility. The power of
Roge was thus comsolifeted, all its energics
could be directed mnbny portion of her

83

or rés

int

Nctice slso that istelieer bad been highly cul-
tivated among the Greeks snd Romans. Many of
their lesrned men bad pescsived the falsity of
the pagan mythelogy. Bet these plilosophers
-io hd upﬁd aveligion hallowed by such

ple. In consequence many were convi

he was the long expected Messiah, but v.hou-
belief was simply aconyictivn foreed upon them
by the miracles which they saw performed.

id Iy bei i
Imb'l“l“w-m
pndn-o‘by--huhncuitd-
There d suioent I oulv
jne tte clhims of amy religion, queonld

But they were looking for a M h who would
set up a temporal kingdom and bless the nation
with material prosperity. They had no adwira-
tion for one who was to grant righteousness and
pesce by the dissemination 'of pure doctrice. |
Hence Jesus did not put any confidenee in them
nor did he chcyse them to be his dieciples. He
foresaw that 37 soon as they bscame better ao
‘quainted with hie character and mission . their
faith would disappesr. He knew

Baial

holi and s deter jon st all hazards to

“fullow the devices and the desives uf a'depraved
& dispdaition ?'Can we limit the dvpravity of the
natural man., If we could suppose that some all-
ditional knowledge of God or duty or sslvation,
or of eterpal destiny, fitted to. eff ct a moralim-
provement could be made, we might stil be in
doubt as to the extent of his deptavity. If we

‘oould wuppose that another Saviour -ould be

)mt what their views aud feelings' in rc«l
ference to him were and did not value a faith |
which depended exclusively upin miracles. He
knew all ‘thmgs and needed cot that eny shoukl
testify as to the eharacter of those with whom
i he came in contact— for he Knew the secrets of
!l" hearts,

A. B.C

perceive the falsity of i's prevemded miracies as
well as we could at the pres o day.j

Notice again that there existed an wapression |
upon the minds of many that a great teacher
nnmmbeﬁhnﬁedw{m:nwhwh
the world then was. This impression so far as
it extended would lead men to attend to the
cliims of a pew religiom, bwt wonld hee;qnl"y\k
favorable to imgositens. We find that there|
were nuy such wm which, however, |
never ed any grex: bad

A uue religioe. would be shic @ lake advan~
tage of all these cwcwmwamces. - It could be
preached from esuatyy loau-ny bvtheco-i
munications affecded by Ressen roads. It veed
not spp-al to 3 people ahogeter ignorant. It
mwamiﬂmmmw'ﬂpm

{
{

‘?u‘o\uum of every kind excited not s blush.
“Kept his' imaginative pure while avery object
around him was adorved by the impure concep-
tions of the debauehed artist—when the most dis-
gusting images were suspended from the doors of
almost every building, and were the ornaments
of atmest every chamber. In anage when craft
and treacl.ery were of constant occurrence—~He
** faithful among the faithless,” loved ‘his
Lrethren with an undying iove, und was willing
to risk imprisomuents, torture, and death, that
the degraded crestures around him might partiei
pate ia the Elessings of Lis religioa. He kept
himseil free from the snares of the worlds
then when obliged to seal his profes-
sion with bis blood, while the amphitheatre
swarmed with his malignant enemics,—while he
hesrd the flerce howlinge of the famished tiger,
impatient for his victin—thers was no malig-
pant ecow] upon the brow of the Christian—uo
gleam ‘of fanaric fury lit up his eye—but all wee
caliness and serenity—forgiveness of enemies
faith in Christ— submission to Ged—a holy joy
that he was counted worthy to suffer, as witness
for the truth of his religion.

A mere conviction of truth could not produce
what we witness in toe early Chris:ian. He was
operated upon by truths in. which ke placed
the most implicit reliance, bat the Spirit of God
alone, operating directly upon the heert could
create what we witness in him,—He could meet
with willingness, tortures, the thought of which
makes the blood curdle in our veins, but enthusis
asts in view of certain eternal happiness have
done the same.  Chrisiianity does more than to

and

\

teach men bow to die—it teaches.them how (0 live,

Man, in his patural eoudition, no matier how
Inghly wrought dpon by enthusiasm, could not
conlorm his life to the precepts of the gospel
In was accompanied by a divine power—which
uniting the creatare to the Crentor, exalted him
above the power of pussion, infused in him a
love for the brethren wbich attracted the atten-
tion and excited the astonishment of pagans—
gent him forth to preach the gospel to those who
thursted for his blood, and enabled him to say,
“ to live js Christ, to die is gain.”” This life of the
believer proved the truth of the miragles pro
fessed to have been wrought in attestation of
Chiristinnity, it proved the purity of Christian
+doctrine, i's litness to restore man to his original
state, it also proved a divine power was present
working. in man to: will and to do the good
pleasure of Gud.

4. Again, though the world had beey prepared
for Christianity, ®hough miracles had  heen
wrough in autestation. cf its teuth, though
Christions excited aitention by their exemplary
views, though the preachers of the gospel were
devoted 10 their work, yet these consiocing as

they dre to us, would never have wrought. the !

Vast changes exhibited in the progress of primi-
tive Christianity. 'When we trace its rapid
progress, wo are compelled to admit that the
divine energies ' of the Holy Spirlt accom-
paniéd it in'an éxtraordinary manner, cirect-
ing ‘the @uéntion of men ‘to the ‘miracles

should deny it, conld hope.po more to be renewed
into repemance. 8o plain and palpahle was this
extraordiuary influence to every Christian,

We luded that the evidi from history
that Christianity is’ divine are unanswerable. . To
us it seeme os piain that the gospel was of God,
as that heis the Governor of the universe,
rapid spread of a system so opposed to the habits
of thoughts and actions of men, 1ts seizsbility to
of circumstances apparently. so unfavorable to
its progress, and to turn them to its advantage,
it capaeity to adapt itself tu the “political and
social condition ‘of society, the divine life which
it created in'meny the extraordinary phenonema
attendingats spread among the people, prove to
us thet God was its author and: constant pros
tector: X. Y. 2.

S S A
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RECOLLECTIONS OF ROME.,

NO, XVIL.

CHRISTIAN ANTIQUITIES~~THE CATACOMBS,

The attention of the visitor to Rome will at first
be engrossed by the stupendous remains of imperial
wealth and power, or by the magnificent churches
and cathedrals of mediaeval and modern Rome, But
there arc in this city antiquities which though dis
connected with pagan or pope, yet are viewed with
deeper interest by the Christian traveller than the
Coliseum or St, Peters, Here is a collection of
Christian antiquities which reveals to us a period
when the moral and religious life of Christians was
very different fiom tHat which animates the Roman
Catholic Church. These venerable remains enable
the imagination to form o distinel® view of the
Churchias it was before man corrupted it. They
carry ‘s back into a period | which antedates that
of reliable ecclesiastiedl history,and reveals to'us a
people who were ignorant. of the destinetive doc~
trines and usages of the modern Romish church,
and who also were in possession of a faith, and a
Lope of which the modern Catholic knows but lit-
tle, The Catacombs with the ingeriptions found
in them, are to be studied, as the geologist studies
those formations which reveal the history of the
pre-adamite world,The most ancient of the church-
cs will also explain or corroborate the teachings of
the ebapels, tombs, inscriptions and ornaments of
the Catacombs.
% Puris, Naples and other large cities are found to
have beneath them spacious caverns and excava-
tions which in modern times have been used as re_
cep:acles for the dead. But in no city are these
excavations so extensive as in Rome, and no where
have they answered so noble a purpose, ' The Oa-
tacombs of Rome extend for miles in every direc-
tion under the eity, dnd béneath’ the ‘surface of the

{ seriptions o fhése o
e |

The..|

w
uulmu ‘and learn. to'fegard the Ounomhl a8 boly:
ground

The Lapidarian gallery is & hall of”
length. On the right; hand side and Mh

 the wall arodiscriptions tsken from tho.lll\&nf

, Pagan Romafis) on the left are innwmersble mare
 ble tablets takew from"the now empt m*l“
now line " the vatlts of r.he :

offthi faithi And-elog@ent

!t hope. ' 'Thé olive; the palms branch or the vine:

| axé rudely sodlpturéd on many of them.« Wb also
+ frequently discover & rude figure of a fish' or the
lmonogrsm. P. X. united. The fish is a symboli
f ocal confession of faith, being in Greek, "ichthlu"
and contdining  the initjals of, the , ﬂh
s ntence ¢ Jesusy Chyist, Son of God, 8.‘!0!. ‘It in
very interesting to notioe that though the Christisns
were severely persecuted, no expression of anger

seriptions, also that all express an implieit faith in
Jesus Christ, and a sure and ‘certdin hope of eter-
nal felicity.

As we contrast these inscriptions from the tombo
of Chiristians with those in the opposite side of the
wall taken from the tombs of Pagans, the signifi.
cenee of the' former becomes' wiohs " apparent. The
Pagan instriptions indicate ‘to ' faith'in a‘supreme
being, nohope of a hereafter and display & hérri-
ble recilessness and selfishness. Wll‘.mu the ol
lowing :—

* HB 1IVES FIFTY-SBVEN YEARS,
To T Diviss wauus of Tirvs Cuavervs Sy-
CUNDUS. ¥
Hery; HE HAS WiTH HIM EVERY THING |
Barus, WINE AN® LUST RUIN OUR CONSTITU
_TIONS,
BuT THEY CONSTITOTE LIFE,
FAREWELL, anw:u *
Here is another :—
+1 Procors,
LIpT UP MY HANDS AGAINST THE GODS WHO
SNATCHED AWAY ME, INNOCENT,'’
Here again is another :—
“ WHILE 1 LIVED ! LIVED WELL,
My DREAMER IS NOW ENDED ;
AND 800N ¥QURS ‘WILL. BE
FAREWELL, AND/ APPLAVD ME,”

On the other hand the Christian inscriptions ex-
press a child-like and implicit trust in Jesus as the
Savieur, an.ardens love for the brotherhood, and
an unfaltering hope of future felicity. Every in-
scription;  reveals the presence of * fhith, hope,
and oharity.” Witness the following ;—

“IN CHRisT.
Ox THE ¥IFTH EALENDS OF NOVEMBER, SLEPT.
GorGoNIUS,

FRIEND OF ALL AND ENEMY OF NONE.”

“ CECKLIWS THE HUSBAND, To CEciLia Pruer
DINA,

My WIFE OF MOST EXCELLENT MEMORY,
WITH WHOM 1 LIVED WELL TEN YEARS, WiTH-
OUT A QUARREL,
1IN sesus CHais®, SoN oF Gop, THE SAYIeUs."

It is ‘also interesting to mnotice not only the pre-
sence of the essential truths and graces of Chris .
tianity but also the absence of the peculiar doc-
frines of the Church of Rome.  "We 'notice
no expressi of religi for gaint
or virgin, nor of an \mocﬂmnl vegard for
images or paintings,nor can we discover any traces
of a belief in purgatory. ‘While they point Ultthl

p—

Campagns, and they have not only sheltered the
remains of saints and martyks, but also have af-
forded § secure refuge for the church of Christ when
its very existence was threatened. In order tosee
as much a8 possible of these caverns which have
eonnected ‘with them 80 many touching and sacred
associations, we go forth to the Basilica de 8. Se.
bastiino, beneath which is an entrance to the Ca-
tacombs. We enter the Basilica end after alittle
dolay a monk appears who learns the object of our
visit. He retires and appears again provided with
torches for the underground journey. We descend
by a side door and in a few moments find ourselves
in a lofty but narrow vault, Our guide points out
to us rows of excavated graves in the walls on
either side of the vault. "These graves are of vari-
ous dimensions, and arranged one above another
like berths in a cabin of a vessel. We proceed for
some distance along this vaulted passage until our
prayers is stopped by the brick wall which blocks
up the way; We then turn into another passage
and proceed for some distance until we come to s
listle chamber about fifteen feet,equa We were
informed that this was formerly used as a chapel,
the frescoes which once adorned it have severely
felt the combined influences of time, demp, and
torch smoke, 1f we remember rightly we spent
about an hour undergrourd traversing passages of
various altiudes and amplitudes peering into empty
graves or psusing a while in little chambers once
used as domiciles or chapels, :

The insgriptions which were found in these fombs
now enrich the left wall of the Lapidarian gallery
in the Vatican.* One cannot but feel peculiar emo-
tions of wondersand awe while silently traversing
the gloomy passages of these Catacombs., We won-
der how so many thousands managed long to sur-
vive in guch a dreary region, in caverns dark and
damp aiid close, The innumerable littls excava-
tion tor the bodies of infants till how fdtal' the

many who were driven here by the persecutor were
as truly martyrs 8¢ though they had met a mnre
rapidend violent death in the areng of the Colie
seum, ;
Though but little is now'to be seen in the Cata-
combs and that little by iteelf not yery -intelli-
gible ;yet when we visit them after a study of the

insoriptions in the Lapidarian gallery in the Vati-

whehi ‘were ‘W ought—the purity of the gose| .., o ;ow interest is lent o every vault and chapel
pel precepts, the exemplary lives' of its Pro- and gravein these caverns, We now become ac-
fessors, and compelling them to admit its truths. | quaintzd with the faith, the virtue and the heroism
Many ¢tme to the truth through the influence of ]. of thgee who onoe lived or died in these dresry

place was to these young suferers, and doubtless |

pr of Christianity they

protess against those doctrines ' which. in the Ro-
man Ostholic Church have come to be regarded as
of the higheu xmportlnfo A,

A Govenant-Keepmg Gol

[n'the city of . , Ohio, was" s young
man wﬁo had lett 8 qtuqv. home .and godly. par-
erts, in'T y to the trials
and temptations which clyster so thickly around
city life. During kis absence, a friend, who
visited thecity of C————, took ocoasion to call
at his place of basiness, and inquire concerning
his health and suceess. Insiead of the pleacing
intelligence that he hoped to .receive, he  was
surprised and shocked to leats th-t,unong o(hnr
bad habits, he had b P
to the awful erime of profanity,

With this sad:inforaation he returned to the
home of his youag .friend's parents. So dis-
tressed was he at the painful duty that seemed
(0 impress itself upon. him tn’ communieafe it to
his.family, that he could not sleep, and at last
resolved to siate to them, in a faithfal manner,
what he had learned - concerning their érrifdg
child., He went to their home snd relucllnﬂy
told the sad news of his profenity.

Equslly surprised was he, at the close of thé
sad story, te hear no expressian of grief or con-
¢arn at such unwelcome news as he inevh.n.{

be tothem. _He retarned home, but so distui
in mind, and so fearful thet he had failed to
make himeelf driderstood, that' he eould nof
rut 1i}l he determined to  repeat his visit, and
make his errand unmuuhbly plain, He accorde
ingly returned the next day, and infcrmed theth
oflhe ohject of his vis't. " With remarkable
gthe father replied, * No, we
you list evening.

Myself and wife took no rest
last night, and epent it npon our knees é)ludm‘
with God in his behalf, and about da;
graciously Jistened tu our prayer, and mnfed &n
answer. James Wwill never swear agaio.”!

Two weeks from that time the son returned
to confess his singand tell of the hsm

that God had wrought for him, iare
ents inquired how he had folt # lhlllgh ied
that just one ' fartnight ago he had such overs

whelming con iction of his guilt that he could

, but.epens the.night in tears and pray~

:.: ;«l)r venmf which, he trusted he had
obtained. 1hus did those prayers. wdrm “from
:ht altarof fnith, bring u the distant child
the desired blessing: Truly our.God 1s .5 cov-
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