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NEL ACROSS THE
ENGLISH GHANNEL

.
Big Project Revived
Once More In

France

e

0BJEGTIONS ANSWERED

Vegetarianism and Awrterio Sc-

would be crushing. “And what would all
the expense achieve? The isolation of a
few microbes. Surely it is not in the
| Academy of Medicine that one has to re-

mind people that every day one of us swal-|’

lcwa tuberculosis basilli by the myriad,
with security, because there is no soil for
their culture. But if you are going, in this
way to add to the cost of living, as you
must, the burden of an extra expenditure
of perhaps $200,000,000 you will prepare
for these bacilli good 'ground indeed. The
cost of living will become¢ more and more
e cesgive; rents more and more impos-
sible; starvation will stare the people in’
the face. In very truth, you will not free
the land from comsumption; you will de-

lerosis—French Doctors Block-
ing ‘the White Plague Fight—
Fearful Close of the.Life of a
Braggart Murderer -

& (Times® Special Correspondenog)."
Paris, Nov. 6—The entente cordiale with

/

Municipal' of Paris has just p
sport which declines any longer

i utroyth.open.pp:ouhtothemnnelon
ts side of the water. And there is an-
ther line of defence, which is much mora

i Since the system would be

be to cut off the ourrent. Alternatively,
he exit-of the traing could be banked up
i .  The invasion theory

jasion goes on to coptend, far-

; that in the face of the entente cor-

lialo between the two countries, opposi-
don to the tunnel is childish and out of

4 2, and the members beg those who still
‘lentertain the idea to “lift their eyes to
{the heavens.” They will see there cireling
" st will in the air, huge birds that defy all
. \attempt to set barriers to thefr progress—

‘Jwho «could hinder these from swooping
‘facross the channel? And it is onmly the
' |beginning. Every day brings greater per-
jon in its equipment; and adds ten-

#old to the daring snd assurance of the
man who guides it in flight. What pos-
gible value, then, have imaginary objec-

Jtions, which good sense and a ggne ap reci-

‘ e lntion of the facts and conditions

have already wiped fromr the slate?

. According to the report, if, by-the wave
. % ‘of a wand, the tunmnel were to be cut
.~ [through tomorrow and transit by land

.- _made immediately possible, It would have

‘/at once a clientele of a million passeng-

lers. .But it would be six or seven years

i,in all ‘probability before the channel tun-
nel was ¢ompleted.

. Statistics show that cross«channe) .traffic
 {increases by 56,000 passengers yearly. Con-
. 'sequently by the earliest date the tunnel

eould be ready,:it might anticipate a

clientele of nearly 1,500,000 passengers.
. |Arterio Sclerosis

At a pathological eongress here, Profes-
sor Parizot of Nancy, showed that, vegc-
tarian diet is capable of producing arterio
golerosis, which is the basis of the gravest
‘functional troubles. It causes thickening
of the arteries, with a resultant loss of
llightness and suppleness, and these or-
. |gans receive only irregularly the blood
 }that is necessary to their well-being.

' The thickening of the arterial coating is,
' {¢hen, a grave symptom which has to b¢
guardéd egainst. The flesh-eating regime
was attacked as the capse of the ill, and
for a long time it hag been held respon-
gible. Today vegetarianiam is declared to
Ibe capable of occasioning these patholog-
fcal troubles. : -

| While it seems certain: that a meat diet

“\inay bring about the worst complications,
‘4t is now established, with at least an
equal certitude, that an exclusively vege-
table diet can effect the same results. As
14 to circumvent the argument that arterio
‘| gclerosis might have been introduced into
the system of patients before their adopt-
fon of vegetarianism, the professor de-
elares that he has sought for evidences of
the discase exclusively among herbivorous
apimals, His researches prove that the
dizease is frequent among plant-eating an-
jmals, whose arterial coatings are often
thickly charged with calcareous salts, and,
in consequence, ave rigid and of a dimin-
ished calibre.

It may be assumed that this patholo-
gical state is due to the richness in lime-
stone and silica of the food eaten by the
animals. Man, .if confined to an exclus-
ively vegetarian diet, would be equally
subject to the disease. The practical side
of this communication may be said to re-

i

of meat and vegetables as a means of
avoiding this commencement of functional
| Doctors Block White Plague Fight

|

gress in France in favor of the compuls-
ory notification of consumption, but the
doctors are opposed to it. Medical asso-
ciations by the dozen have pased resolu-
‘¢ions declaring that the “scheduling” of
tuberculosis as a notifiable¢ diseass is use-
less and uncalled for. The hostility has
reached the Academy of Medicine itself.
Professor Robin, intervening in a debate
on the resolutions of the standing com-
'mittee of the Academy, calling for statu-
;tory notification, tore the proposal to tat-
[ ters amid a storm of applause. “It means,”
Robin declared, “a public uprising; for the
consumptives classified will find neither
ghelter nor employment unless the state
gives it to them.” Professor Robin
added:
i “What patient would consent to this
{@ocial quarantine? What head of any house
would so shadow with ruin the lives of
those near and dear to him? W.hat doctor
would give himself to the policeman’s
work of handing over to the sanitary au-
ithorities the patients who had reposed in
him their trust? Only in a country where
it was desired by the people would com-
{pulsory notification be even possible. In
f%rance it would provoke a revolt.”
Dr. Robin went on to develop the argu-
swrent that the cost of carrying out noti-
" fieation, with all its comsequences of sup-
'burtmg those who would be shut off from
jwork and lack the wherewithal to live,

‘ 'side 'in the advice to employ a mixed diet

| There is an agitation at present in pro-

liver it over to it.”

Judging by the demonstration, the acad-
emy would seem to be strongly against
notification.

Murderer is Executed

A murderer named Bour has paid the
extreme penalty of a peculiarly heartless
and brutal erime on the guillotine. On
May 14 last Bour, finding himself without
money, went to the house where his mo-
‘ther lived, in the Rue de Charonne, de-

* termined on theft. He found the door of

Madame Schmitt, a laundress, open. He
entered and began to ransack the room.

il gurprised by the entrance of Madame

chmitt, '?xe strangled the old woman—
she was sixty years of age—with his bare
hands. In a drawer he found a louis and
\two steel watches, which he took. He then
left the room without exciting any suspic-
ion, as the neighbors were accustomed to
his comings and goings. Arrested next
worning, he made full confession.

Qn August 23 he appeared before the
sasizes and was condemned to death, the
Jjury be}ng silent on the guestion of extenu-
ating circumstances. His advocate, Michon,

d!made a final effort to secure a reprieve for

Lis client on Saturday last, when he was
granted an interview by the president of
the republic. In view,-however, of the na-
ture of the crime and the antecedents of
the criminal, the ‘head of the state decided
that the law should take its course.

The gecret of the date.of the execution
was well kept, and only a fow newspaper-
men and officials were present when, at
five o’clock in the morning the guillotine
was erected in front of the Sante Prison.
At half past five, when M. Kiesse, deputy
procurator<general, entered the cell, the
condemned man was sleeping soundly. M.
Kiesse awakened him and told him that
the reprieve had been refused and that
the hour had come for him to expiate his
crime. Bour showed no surprise. He
dressed himself rapidly, and without as-
sistance. To the Abbe Geitpiter, who off-
eréd him the consolation of ' religion, he
np]'ied %m‘tﬁiy,,“ﬂet out; I dom’t want
you!” He also ‘refused a glass of spiri
offered him. i o .sp »hs

As}:ed if he had any-last wish to com-
municate, he turted to the magistrates
with a torrent of abuse. ‘T only regret
one thing!” he shouted, “and that is that
I didn’t kill ‘'you all, begianing with the
man who arrested me!” Bour was then
led away to the van which was to convey
him ‘to the place of execution. As he left
the door of the prison, he cried, as if in
farewell, “Vive T'Anarchie!” At five min-
utes to six the van drove up, and halted
cloge to the guillotine. Bour was helped
to descend by two warders.
ing a eigar. and showed no sign of fear.
Just before he laid his head on the block,
he cried in a loud and firm voice, “Friends,
farewell! Leonmg live anarchy!” Then the
knife fell.

SEEKS DAUGHTERS FOR 16
YEARS AKD FINIS THEN

Brookfield, Nov. 16—Mrs. Lucy A.
Barnes has just found her two daugh-
ters after a separation of sixteen years.
The children were placed in the care of
the state when her first husband, Sam-
uel 8. Warwick, left her in 1895. She
secured a divorce a few years later.

Since her children were taken away she
has searched everywhere for them. Her
youngest daughter, Mary B. Warwick, is
now twenty years old and is living in
Castoria, Ohio. The other daughter, Flor-
ence, is twenty-four, and her home is in
Mathews, Ind. Mrs. Barnes expects ner
two daughters to make their home with
her again. i

FORMER MAGISTRATE
IS GUNMEN'S COUNSEL

This is Charles G. F. Wahle, attorney
for the four gunmen on trial in New
York for the murder of Herman Rosen-
thal. He is a former city magistrate.

NEW MINISTER FOR GLASSVILLE

Rev, James Colhoon of Dervock, Ireland,
hag accepted the call extended to him by
the Presbyterian church of Glassville.
The induction will take place in the
ckurch at Glassville on Tuesday evening,
Nov. 19. The officiating clergymen will be
Rev. Frank Baird of Woodstock, Rev/ R,
J. Miller of Richmond and Rev. M. H,
Manuel of Florenceville, ‘

He was smok- |

L

Sketch of the Career of Hon. Mr.
Asquith Whose Government s
Passing Through Inter-
esting_Time

(Harry Jones in London Chronicle)

The prime minister was born at Morley,
in the West Riding, on September 12,
1852, His looks belie the calendar, for,
in spite of whitened hair, his aspect, sq
alert and vigorous, is that of a man in
the early fifties. It is Mr. Asquith’s good,
fortund to enjoy at the same time the de-
votion of those who follow him and the
unbounded respect .of those to whom he is
politically .opposed. is-
raeli were fiercely hated by their politi-
cal foes. Mr. Chamberlain, regarded in
the eighties by Consgervatives with intense
abhorrence, was loathed by Liberals in
the nineties.’ Unlike these older states-
men, Mr:. Asquith does not provoke \feel-
ings of bitter animosity.™ His is a per-
sonality that does not excite violent emin
Ftions, but it-is one that compels universal
respect. ; el AR
Disinterested Aims

There has been no more honorable car-
éer in our_public life than that of Mr
Asquith. At every stage of it—as a boy
at the City' of London School, as an un-
dergraduate at Balliol under Jowett, as a
| practising barrister, as a politician, as
| prime minister—there is seen the impress
of a.gingulerly noble, direct, and upright
character. A man more disinterested in
i his aims, less open to the charge. of sélf-

L

|

the cultivation of the higher virtues; but’
the firm integrity of Mr. ‘Asquith’s ebar-
acter has been “armor-proof against al
those temptations to arrogant egotiem, to

| politicians is peculiarly prone. Hig rela-
| tions with his cabinet are exceedingly
happy.

Nothing in Mr. Asquith’s career is finer
than the story of his personal association
with Sir  Henry Campbell-Bannerman.
Everybody knows that in the schism that
rent the Liberal party in twain over the
South African war, Sir Henry and Mr,
Asquith took opposite sides; but every-
body does not know that Mr. Asquith, in
spite of his' prominence in the Liberal
imperialist group, was in all hig acts and
words scrupulously considerate of the Lib-
eral leader; and kept on terms of cordial-
ity with him all through those dark and
trying years. Later, when Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman became prime min-
ister, Mr. Asquith was his right-hand
man. Great as were Sir Henry’s, gifts as
a prime minister, he was not 4 very
adroit parliamentarian; and sometimes in
the couree of a duel with so dexterous a
dialectician as Mr. Balfour, he was sore
pressed. On those occasions, if Mr. As-
quith was not on the government bench
beside him, “C. B.” would dispatch a jun-
jor minister for him with the message,
“Go and fetch the steamhammer,” with
the full assurance that Mr. Asquith would
be able to smash the opposition case with
all a steam-hammer’s massiveness and pre-

cision of stroke. .

Tribute to Loyal Friendship

Between Sir Henry and his chancellor
of the exchequer there was unreserved
confidence, and on the failure of “C. B.'s”
health, Mr. Asquith deputised for him
with a fine loyalty and a delicate consid-
‘eration that deeply touched his chief. The
friendship between them deepened and
strengthened as time went on. When Sir
Henry died, in the spring of 1008, Mr.
Asquith pronounced on him an eloquent
and touching eulogium, applying to him
thoge fine lines of Sir Henry Wotten on
“The Character of a Happy Life” begin-
ning:—

How happy is he born and taught
That serveth not another’s will,
Whose armour is his honest thought,
And simple truth his utmost skill!

That eulogium was not merely a tribute
to the grand qualities of “C. B.;” it was
the consecration of a loyal friendship that
did honor to both men.

Mr. Asquith has only held three offices
in the ministerial hierarchy—namely: —
Home sgecretary, chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, prime minister. In every ome
of them he has greatly distinguished him-
self. Mr. Gladstone, for whom he pre-
serves feelings of grati as well as deep
admiration, appointed him home secretary
in 1892. From his entry into the home
office he vitalized that department with
the breath of new life. To Mr. Asquith’s
personal initiative we owe it that women
factory inspectors were first appointed—
a fact that the champions of the women's
cause should not forget. His employers’
liability bill, a measure of considerable im.
portance, and fraught- with great bemefit

Gladstone and Dis-|*

1

to the working classes, was destroyed by
the House of Tords in 1893; and it was
Jeft to Mr. Cﬁ‘sn‘;_beﬂ.ain,‘ in ‘1897, by his
workmen’s compensatioh -act — accepted
without .demur by the House of Lords—
to place ‘ona proper footing the liability
of an employér . for accidents to those
'whom he employs. | i . il Bl

SR et

v SRR B s,
8 OASQUITH
As chancellor. of the exchequér, Mr. As

{quith Was signally successful, His' tenure

of that great, office was brief, but mem-
orable (19088), One of his achievements
as chancellor was the establishment of a
distinction for, income-tax purposes be-
tween earned and unearned incomes. The
weight of expert authority was against
any such distinetion being drawn; but Mr.
Asquith insisted that it ought to be made
in justice to the salaried” classes; and
made it was, with the result that he was
able to reduce the income tax to 9d. in the
pound ‘for they overwhelming majority of

debt: 'This decrease 'in capital liabilities
taeant, of course,,a reduction in the an-
nual charge for -interest.

By these mpans he cleared the ground

devouring ambition, to jealousy and de-\for 5 national stheme of old age pensions,
preciation of others to which the race °fzwbich he had long had in contemplation.

The credit far that most beneficent meas-
vre of social reform belongs primarily to
Mr. Asquith. He laid down the founda-
tion of it in his 1907 budget, and in his
1908 budget provided means for the pay-
ment of the first quarter’s pemsions—Jan-
uary to March 1909, It was left to Lloyd
George securely and permanenmtly -to fin-
ance the pensions act, but nothing can rob

ibeen a member of the Church of England.

THE PRIME MINISTER OF ENGLAND

Mr. Asquith of the honor that belongs to
the originator of that noble measure.
As prime minister, Mr. Asquith’s magni-
ficent work—including the successful pas-
sage of the parliament bill, with its re-
striction of the powers of the House of
Lords—is tbo recent to need recapitulation.

In the battle over the parliamient act his
splendid powers were seen at their best.
His pre-eminence in the House of Com-
mons is more marked than ever since the
retirement of Mr. Balfour from the lead-
ership of the opposition.
no such parliamentarian since Mr. Glad-
stone. Mr. Asquith is always adequate to
the occasion and he is always master of
his theme, whether it be finance or for-
eign politics, a question affecting labor or
one touching the navy, Welsh disestablish-
ment, or Irish home rule.

Solving The Irish Enigma

His next big task, one which he has al-
ready begun in most auspicious spirit, will
be to solve the Irish enigma, and to make
Ireland a source of strength instead of a
cause of weakness to the British Empire.
It is a happy circumstance for the home
rule cause that Mr. Asquith has won the
entire confidence of the Nationalist lead-
ers. Ingthe negotiations with the cabinet
that preceded the introduction of the home
rule bill, John Redmond, Mr. Dillon and
T: P. O'Connor féund that the prime min-
ister was the staunchest and -the most
generous of Ireland’s friends. Mr. Glad-
stone, who sometimes made a stubborn
etand over a mere punctilio, bluntly re-
fused Parnell’s request that the Irigsh re-
presentative chamber under the new con-
stitution should be called “the House of
Commons,” the name by which it was
known in Grattan’s time. Mr. As§uith,
when the same matter cropped up this
{year, made no difficulty whatever and in
ithe present nome rule bill the representa-

secking, bas never fought in the politi- income-tax payers, In:the three budgets tive house of the Irish parliament is de-
cal arena. The turmoil and the riyalries | for which he was responsible, Mr. Asquith scribed simply and boldly as the. house of |
of political warfare are not favorable 10 paid off mearly, £50,000,000 of the mational {commons. This incident is illustrative of

{the intrepid spirit in which the prime min-
Iister approaches political problems. Once
his mind is made up, he moves forward un-
erringly and swiftly.. The -fact that Mr.
Asquith will himself conduct the home
rule bill through the British House of Com-
{mons is a gratifying sign of his deep inter-
jest in the Irish cause. F

| In religion, Mr. Asquith was originally a
| Nonconformist, and he derives
i Yorkshire Congregationalist stock. When
| he lived at Hampstead, thirty years ago, he
{was connected with Doctor Horton's
|church. But for some years now he has

A Butterfly on the Wheel, with a record
of one year in both New York and Lon-
don, will be the attraction at the Opera
House on next Friday and Saturday. The

theme of the play is as follows: A young,
pretty and neglected wife is' thrust into
the glare of publicity, through an unfor-
tupate incident which ghows the little girl

indiscreet, but not guilty of wrongdoing,
Hence the plot centres in & divorce court.

A BUTTERFLY ON THE WHEEL

. ...

P

There has been/

from a|

-|He belongs to no particular school in the
church, but his sympathies are with the
broad churchmen. Much ecclesiastical pat-
ronage falls to a prime minister, To this
phase of his duties Mr. Asquith devotes as
much anxious care as did Mr. Gladstone.
His appointments to bishoprics and dean-
eries have been unexceptionable.
Chempion: of Free Trade

‘This . appreciation  ought not , to, close
without ' some allusion ' to- Mr. Asquith’s
gervices to the cause of free trade. When
Mr. Chamberlain, in 1903, and 1904, stump-
ed the country in’ favor of the new protec-
tion, Mr." Asquith followed him from place
to place, confuting the gophistries of tariff
reform and setting forth the case for free
trade with unanswerable force. Mr. As-
quith is no“fanatical champion of laissez-
faire economics—his advanced views on
many industrial and social questions would
startle the old individualists. But free-
dom of trade and open ports he regards
as vital to the national well-being. He be-
lieves, in his inmost soul that protection
would be disastrous to our commercial and
industrial interests, and- that it would. in-
fallibly introduee discord into our now
harmonious empire. The idea of a tax on
food offends him on his ethical side, for
such a tax would be in the nature of a
super-tax on poverty, and would” fall with
the heaviest pressure on those least able
to bear it. Whatever the immediate fu-
ture of politics in this country may be,
free trade will always have an unsurpassed
and. an ‘unswerving' champion in Mr. As-
quith. Long may: he be: spared in health
and strength to -espouse this and other
great public causes.

DAVIE, “B0Y BROKER"
SUING FOR PARDON

Said For Him He is Very lll—
Two of His Victims Sign The
Petition :

Boston, Nov. 16—The pardon committee

of the executive council is considering a
petition for the pardon of Robert K.
Davie, known as the ‘‘boy broker,” whose
financial operations finally caused his con-
viction. Davie has served about twenty
'months of his five years’ sentence at Deer
{Island. Berious ill-health is the reason
i urged for his liberation at this time.
i Councilor:McGregor has taken a deep in-
| terest in the matter, chiefly because of the
i mother’s pleadings and the serious condi-
' tiom of young Davie, and he earnestly urged
the pardon committee to report favorably
ton the matter, - -

Davie sets forth in hig petition that

{his health has' been steadily failing apd
i that his nervous system has completely
| broken down. He states that he fully re-
lcognizes his wrong-doing and sincerely re-
{pents. He has a sincere desire to make
| restitutionand “will not leaye a stone un-
iturned until everybody has been paid in
i full.” He denies that he has secreted any
i funds and swears under oath that he jhas
| turned over every cent to his credifors.
{In hig petition, he makes the declaration
| that in the future he will lead a sober and
industrious life.
{ The petition is signed by William H.
i Jackson, who was a vietim to the extent
| of $70,000, by reason of Davie’s defalcations
jand Mrs. Hannah L. Greenwood, wife of
!a\ Somerville minister, who also lost by
reason of Davie’s transactions.

Councilor Alexander McGregor, speak-
ing in behalf of the petition for the par-
don said that the niother of the young
man had been to se¢ him almost every
jweek, and that his interest is brought
!about by the urgent pleadings of the mo-
ther. He said that he has ascertained
from Dr. Sullivan of the Prison Hospital
that the normal temperature of Davie in
the early morning is 98 degrees, and toward
the aftérnoon rises to 103 and above, He
is subject to constant headaches and has
been in the hospital the last twelve weeks.
The consensus of opinion among the doc-
tors at the .institution ios that Davie is a
vietim of tubercwiosis. :

Councior McGregor said his personal op-
inion was that Davie would mnot live a
very long while. In consultation with
District Attorney Pelletier he is reported
to have stated that while he would oppose
the pardon if it was alleged that the sen-
tence -was excessive, he would not oppose
it if it was pleaded on purely humanitar-
ian grounds.

Winfield C. Towne, a friend and attor-
ney of Davie, also expressed the view that
Davie’s day were numbered and that he
was very sick. His conduct in prison has
been exemplary, and the prison officials
all join in the hope that a pardon will be
granted. :

BIAMOND MERCHANT 15
VICTIM OF MURDERER

Went on Hunting Trip Never to
Return—One Arrest is Made

Antwerp, Nov. 16—The mysterious murd-

|
|
|
i
i

|

It is the endeavor of the prosecuting at-
torney to prove her guilty. During the
trial the wife makes frequent appeals to
the court for mercy but instead receives
the harshest treatment., In the end she
collapees and her little body falls over the
rail of the witness stand. This concludes
the trial ecene. In the end the husband
finds that his wife is innocent and a happy
reconciliation brings this intensely inter-
esting drama to a close.

Lalbis,

er of a diamond merchant is the cause of
much speculation here. M. Provo, the
murdered merchant, was last 'seen alive
when he was leaving Antwerp in a motor-
car, accompanied by M, Gaston Vergents,
a sportsman, and another man whose name
is unknown.

Apparently they went to Brecht, where
M. Vergents has a shooting place. Here,
dispensing, it is stated, with the services
of the game-keeper, the diamond merchant
and his two companions went hunting.
M. Provo was not again seen. In conse-
quence of the statements of the gam®
keeper and other people, M. Vergents was
srrested. Two days later M. Provo’s dead
body was found roughly buried in ' the
wood.

M. Provo had gunshot wotnds in the
'head and face. Confronted with the dead
ibody M. Vergents protested his innocence.
{Here the matter stands at present. Mean-
|while the police are trying to trace the
!third man of.the shooting party. M. Ver-
igents is alleged to have called on M.
| Provo’s wife and family on the afternoon
that the diamond merchant disappeared,
and it is also alleged that later in the same
!day he tried to sell a collection of dia-
monds belonging to the merchant,

SCOTLAND OF TODAY;
A GENERATION AGO

i

Entries For Both
Sides of The
_ Ledger

SOBRIETY'S STEADY PROGRESS

Family Woership on Decline—
Labor Matters'in Britain—~Prince
Arthur of Connaught and The
Dukedom eof ‘Kent — Londor
News Letter

y

(Times’ Special Correspondence)

London,  Nov, 6—Hector Macpherson,. a
newspaper writer, has written an article
in which he contrasts the Scotland of to.
day in the social, moral and spiritual as
pects of its life with the Scotland of a
generation ago. He notes improvement in.
the social habits of the people. “Intem-
perance still casts a shadow over the
national life, but within the last genera-
tion the cause of sobriety has made
steady progress.” In this direction the
infiience of the church, 'Mr. Macpherson
says, has been highly beneficial. Working-
men as a class are soberer and steadier
than = formerly, and with the improved
housing conditions which now obtain
there is marked improvement in the social
customs of the people. Habits of thrift:
are also more general. ’ ;
The 'Other Side

8o much for the profit side of -the ac-
count. The other side, as Mr. Macpher-
son points out, is not so satisfactory. The
lower-class workers, the casual rers,
the slum dwellers, and those whose only
idea of home is the model lodging-house,
are the despair of. social reformers. Mr.
Macpherson complains, too, of the conges-
tion of public-houses in the lower, parts
of the cities and towns. “So long, he uays,
‘as we place temptation in the way of:
the classes least able to resist it, Beot¥
land will be afflicted with social plague-
spots of the most degraded type. It is
surely cause foy despéndency that in Scot- -
land the drink bill is $80,000,000 per an-
pum. It has been stated on high author-
ity—the late Lord Ardwell—that but for
drinking in Scotland ‘there would be al-
most empty prisons,’ and Lord Guthrie
has spoken in the same strain.’ In two
directions great changes have taken place
—widespread education and ingreased Jeis-
ure. ; 5

In answering the question, How is the
increased leisure of the people in Scotland
bedng utilized, Mr. Macpherson fears in-_
tellectual improvement does mot hold the
place it once did. “Solid reading and study
are not holding their own, even among
the professional classes.”” Mr. Macpher-
son says that the music-hall tends to sup-
plant -the- mutual improvement society,
and makes the statement that in Glasgow
alone there is spent in this form of en-
tertainment $390,000 a year. “The sad
feature of the businesseis that Scottish
gongs, the native product, are now being
driven out by drivelling doggerel, import-
ed from England, rhyming rant which,
when not bordering on indecency, is with-
in measurable distance of idiocy.” ;

On this point, Mr. Macpherson writes!”
not very hopefully.  Young men are drift-
ing away from the churches. The Sun-
day-schools are well attended, but when
lads reach the age of sixteen or seventeen
they tend to lapse. . Mr. Macpherson adds:

“There can be no doubt that, as re-
gards Sunday observance, a marked change
has ‘taken place in Scotland. ‘Fa.mily wor-
ship, which is a kind of spiritual barom-
eter, is on the decline. Here and there
one does come across a family where the
old custom- is held in honor, but in the
hustle and bustle of modern life the hour
once set apart for meditation on the un:
seen and eternal is encroached upon by
the increasing demands of a materialistic
age. Attendance at church shows a fall-
ing off. A generation ago both diets of
worship were well attended . Now a mere
handful turn out to the evening service.

He asks his readers, however, to guard
against despondency in this matter. Non-
church going is not a new problem In
Scotland, nor anywhere else for that mat-
ter.

Laber Matters

The situation in the South Wales coal
fields is said to be again causing anx-
iety to the officials of the Miners’ Federa *
tion. There is resentment over the de-
lay in settling points in dispute under the
Minimum Wage Act, in regard to the in-
clusion or exclusion of certain classes of
workmen from the provisions of the act.
Under Viscount St. Aldwyn’s award, pro-
vision .was made that differences which
could not be settled should be referred to
umpires, but in nearly every case of dis-
pute there has been failure to agree upon
an umpire, and hundreds of men are un-
able to ascertain their position. Lord Al-
dwyn will probably nominate the umpires
himgelf, but the number of accumulated ™
disputes to be disposed of is so great that
many months must elapse before they can
be settled. !

By an agreement arrived at with the
Rhympey Iron Company’s miners &
threatened strike has been averted along
the whole «of the company’s properties
within the upper districts of the Rhym-
ney Valley. The workmen threatened a
general - stoppage . in consequence of the
non-payment of arrears due under the
Minimum Wage Act. Difficulty was exe
perienced by the men in proving their
claim, and Mr. Rutherford, the general
manager, has offered to pay half the
amount of the claims sent in without the
necessity of proof. This has been ac-
cepted by the men. ;

About 1,000 men employed at Ynysfeio
Colliery, Treherbert, struck in conee;
quence of a dispute with regard to back
payments under the Minimum Wage
award.

Village vs. City

The Hon. Edward Lyttelton, head mas-
ter of Eton College, in opening a new
college hall at Horton, said people €ome-
times complained that village life was
dull. He only wished they had g little
more dullness of that kind in England,
because it was the village life that had

(Continued on page 16, sixth column).
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