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Tlu-n it WHS that slie madf tll^ fdniili iiiul liiMt nrvni rni.stuke
«)f hir lift'. She dt'tidod to jfo to EriKhirid and take ri'lujr*' witli
(iuwn Elizabi-th. Of all poftpU' on oarth. .sht- was tfu' least wclcnr.H'
at the court of the jjreat P:ntrli.sh queen; for tlu-r.- wete Catholic
subjects in Klizabeth"s kingdom who felt that Marv should have
been tlieir (jueen instead of Klizabeth. Naturally, Kli/.abfth lr)oked
upon Mary with distaste and even with fear. After much (lei)atin^r,
Mary was made practically a prisoner and a trial was ajrreed ui)oiu
The trial was a mere farce, and Mary was convicted.

For nineteen years Mary remainetl a prisoner in Kn.rland. In
that time she was moved from p!i;ce to place, and in (v.ry place
where they put her she seemed able to make trouljle. The f nith was
that, in her desperation. Mary was ready to plot with any one to avt
back her kintrdom. and she was guilty of much that w::s unwise in
her efforts to do this.

Elizabeth's advisers tried over and over ajrain to jret the (iueen
to consent to Mary's death. I'artly because she feared her Catholic
subjects, and partly becau.se she may liave had .some reUictance
to sign the death warrant of her own cousin, Elizabeth put olf the
evil day.

At last, however, a new and more darinjr plot than any before
was brought to light. This time, Mary came to trial for her life,

at Fotheringay Castle. Some say that the trial was fair; otheis
contend that the Queen of the Scots was given no chance whatever.
The Hou.ses of Parliament asked for Mar>-'s immediate ex-cution!
Again Elizabeth hesitated, but finally she gave in, and on Febru-
ary 8, 1587, Mary, very proud and very brave, laid down her head
to receive the axe.

The world is divided in its estimate of the character of the
Queen of the Scots. Many believe that she was grievously wronged.
On the other hand, even her greatest admirers must admit t!iat she
did foolish things, and that she paid the price for her foolishness.
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