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nipans to adopt fur introJuuing aiiJ ibstorinj? thn iinmifiT.itiin of a cl;is9 of Set-

tlers likrly to iinkc this ciiiiitry their hurue. Tlie oiieiiiiii? of new iiml exten-

sive niin;n<_' mi'l ii^rieiiltur;il disiricts during; tlie ]mst neas m, and also ot (iiffer-

piit lines ofaeer.s.s to them. I'll'er many and taviiral)ie indueenunts fur .settleiiiiMit

liitlierti) unkninvn. 'I'iie experieneo of tiic last year has eleail v sliitwn that the

n"ricultiiral lands of this (Joloiiy are well ailaptcd fir tln! cuhivation of cereals

and vei^etaldes of all dtjsiriptions, and larj^e tracts of tlio hest lands are for-

tunately most liivorahly situated for the snfi|dy of the principal Minini; districts.

1 am aware that a nninnrously siLined Petition will shortly bo presented to

you, enianatitif,' IV.im .\liiu'rs and 'frad'TS in the Cariboo Distr.ct, praying that

some alteratioti may hi\ made in the i^Iinin'; liaws "to jirovido for the sjieedy

hearin;,' and det(!ri..inin;4 of all di^|lutes t'oneirninir Minii'j; interests." 1 fully

a"-ree with ihe I'etitioiieis that the present expensive .system of lir-j^ition is

" iiroilui'tive of u-reat injury to the uener.il welfare, ])rii;;res-', and development

"of the whole luinin?; interests of the ('olony." A eonsider.dde portion of our

last Scs.sion was oeeupieil in consolidating; and ametidini; the .^IinirlL; Jjaws,

niore especially with a view to remedy the evil of which the I'etitioners com-

plain, tiic I>r;il't Ordinance introduced with this object liavini: been framed

under the immediate superintendciicu of the .Miniiiy; Hoard (d' ('ariboo. Al-

ihou:;li I.^ till believe the liaws at present in force are capable of mooting

cvcvv rc'iuircmcnt, I shall bo an.xious to >;ivc my most attentive consideration

to any sni'trestions you may wi.ih to oH'er on this important .subject, wlien the

Petition i before you.

The Law relation- to the I'ilotago of Vessels within the waters of Hritish

r(dumbia rofjuires immediate alteration. A liill with this object v.lll be laid

bcf )re you.

I sl'.all takfi the opportunity ai the Session progresses of bringing other

measures of importance before you by Message.

The absence of crime in the past year is worthy of uiorc than a passing

notieo. During the extended circuit of the Supreme Court, only two white

men were convicted on criminal charges, and the Indian population throughout

the Colony has been, I rejoice to say, peaceable and orderly.

llefleeting on the extent and number of our rciourccs so largely added to by

the diseoveiies of the past year, and day by day being developed, I roco-nizo on

every side subjects for congratulation and tlunkfulness, and conlidently hopo

that the year whicdi lias just dawned upon us will be one of unusual success.

I earnestly invito yonr cordial co-operation in the passego of those measures beat

calculated to promote the prosperity of the country, and I fervently trust that

lie who holds the destiny of natious in the hollow of His Hand will guide our

deliberations to a h.ippy issue.


