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with the Imperial German Government in regard to the meaning- of
any of the articles of these treaties, or as supplementary to them. In
these circumstances, therefore, the Government of the I'nited States
declines to enter into the special protocol proposed by the Imperial
Government.

I feel constrained in view of the circumstances to add that this Gov-
ernment is seriou^Iy considering whether or not the treaty of 1 828
and tlie revived articles of the treaties of 178.=; and 17W have not been
in effect abrogated by the German Ciovernment's tlagnmt violations of
their provisions, for it would he manifestly unjust and ine(|uitable to
require one party to an agreement to observe its stipulations and to
permit the other party to di-regard them. It would ap[)ear that the
mutuality of the undertaking has been destroyed by the conduct of the
German authorities.

.\ccept, etc.,

ROBRRT La.NSI.VG.
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