
can develop a t»He for and grrow very fond of food which they at first refuse to touch.
Whether animals, unfamiliar with sweet clover, will like it or not from the beginning
M.o depends "pon what time of the year they be-'pastured on it. If turned on to it
early in the ^nng when the plants are very juicy and tender, they will have less
objection to it than later wlien the plants are better developed. This is due not only
lo the fact that early in the spring the animals arc hungry for green fcvd. but also
because that the young plant* contain a much smaller amount of cumarin than the
older ones and consequently are less bitter.

SWEET CMnKR FOR HAY AND PASTURi:.

As a hay crop, sweet clover cannot compete with alfalfa. Full crops can be relied
upon only every second year, whereas a well-established alfalfa field will yield largo
crops during many consecutive years. In feeding value it is also inferior to alfalfa,
holding less protein and less carbonhydrates than the latter. Where alfalfa can be
grown with reasonable success, sweet clover should, therefore, by no means bo intro-
duced.

The principal advantage of sweet clover for pasture lies in its ability to shoot
very early in the spring, to remain green during periods of prolonged drought, to eon-
tnue growth until late in the fall, and to stand close grazing well. As a rule there
IS no danger of sweet clover producing bloating. But even with all these good quali-
ties It IS doubtful whether it will ever be of general importance as a pasture crop in
any part of Canada. It will be useful only on soils too poor for other pastures.

The statement sometimes made that, in Europe, gweet clover has been cultivated
for hundreds of years as a staple crop for hay nnd pasture, has no foundation what-
ever. As a matter of fact, it is, in Europe, generally looked upon as a weed pure and
simple.

OB.IECTIONS TO SWEET CLOVER.

Apart from what already has been said against sweet clover, there are a few other
objections of a more serious nature, which should be given due and careful considera-
tion by farmers before they decide to introduce sweet clover ns a farm crop.

CIIAR.\CTER OF TlfR WEKD.

It is often claimed that >w,vt clover, on account of being a biennial plant, can-
not assume the character of a weed, ff properly handled. Being a biennial it lives
only two years and if the plants are prevented from going to Peed the second year,
there should be no danger of sweet clover spreading all over the farm.

Theoretically this is perfectly correct and sounds well, but in practice it turns
out to be quite differeut.

The writer goes so fur ns to say that sweet clover, when once introduced on a
farm, will prove almost iiicpos-.ihle lo Kct rid of. no matter what precaution be takenMany a farmer, believing that he had d.«tr..,vcd every sweet clover plant on his farm
before it had had any chance to set seeds, has been painfully surprised to discover
that, in spite of all. sweet clover (wddenly ni)iK-nred in the most unexpected places
In praetico even the most ciircful eradicative methods and the most careful effort to
prevent it from going to wn-d have too often proven in vain. Over and over again It
hai. been discovered that seed, in spite of the most .•arofiil attention, has been devel-
oped and drop,).»d to the ground. Only a fe«- such overlooked seeds will be sufficient
to start a weed crop which very soon will provr detrimental to a well managed farmKven grnnting that sweet clover may be clucked or quite suppressed in well euK
tivuted and clean-kept fields, there are always places on a farm where sweet clover
once iiitro<iuced. is apt to take a firm foothold. Along roadsi.les, fence* ditches etc
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