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This Bnporiority, it wan Hhown exwted, not-

with«t«ndn»K the futt—all iinportimt iu viow

<)f the nfureimntioiu d coinpiiriHonH miidt< in

Untario—that, rtiiic*- 187;i, tlu- public li«iuln of

Vuni-onvcr on the EuHt and Koulh CoaistH hud
been retterved from kuIc or alit'iiatioa iu cou-

8ei|uence of the d<>('iHiou, tLut year, of the

Muc'douald adminiNtrntion to "locutc n ruil-

wny line troni KH'^iuuitdt harbor to Ki^ynujur

Narrows."
Now inuKt briefly be noticud a tew of thi

many ninttfrH—nioHtly iii-( li.'vaui— broujjht uji

by tlie Miitdainl h'uurdiiin, in its two onx

torialK on tbut letter.

UIVAL UOUTKH.

Tbe GnardUm \ itiWH th'- Hubject of rival

ront<-H "aH worn thrcudbitrc!; uh to the uiiud

of any iutelliKent pemou, the queMtiou has
bet>n tinully Htttled." Not ho have I read the

last re))ort of Eu^ncor-iu-Chi(*f I'louiin^, uu
the Canadian Paoilic Railway, 1877. Not ho

have I nndorntood thu purpoj-t of the two last

pubUxhed dispatcheM toourOovcrnuvent froiu

Earl (.'amarvon.

ACCUKACy.

It matters not whore any particular Island-

er, or any one or mom Muiiilundevs, luiiy have
their personal intt-rcHts. All aru alike bound
to aim at sti'ict accuracy iu Htatemeuts public-

ly made on the railway terminus queuUou,
and it is the imperative duty of any c>ne,

aware that, on sucli a vitally im]>ortaut ques-

tion, inaccurate and misleadiu^^ repri^seula-

tions have been published, to call • these in

question, in order that, by free diseussion,

the ti-uth may be elicited and if necessary
"proclaimed from the house tops." There is

no ejrtbly uei d of. uh thu GuwdUtn liints,

stirring up sectional strife. Nothing is mure
undesirable or ridiculous. There need be no
strife save that of sound argiiment based on
the inexoral)le logic of such facts as "wiuna
ding and daurna be disputed."

HISTAEKS OB INACCUBACIES.
An inatx'uracy to be noted occurs in the

Toronto Weekly Globe. April 13,1877, p
25(), under the caption "Pacific Railway."
The real choice (says the writer) "will to all

appearance, lie between Bute Inlet and Bur-
rard Inlet, each of which has some advautuges
in its favor. If the railway is ever to Ik con-
structed to Esquimalt along Vancouver Islaud,

it becomes a matter of necessity to adopt Bute
Inlet OS the present terminus. As u military

rood this lipe would be the most serviceable,
since a line along the Eraser vaUey would be
for a considerable distance in close proximity
to the Canadian frontier. But the latter has
the tt<lvantage in respect both of distance and
the hurbof at its termmus." Tbe italics are
mine.
The author of.the foregoing leader in the

Olobe bad probably read a letter in the
Loadon 7\tnes of lost January or early in
FebruaiTr, dated New Westminster, British
Columbia, December 4th, 187ti, and signed
"Old Settler." The Globe scribe bad alhO.
erhaps, heard or read the statement in the
lonse of Commons, Ottawa, by Mr. Dewdney,

M. 1'., on the C.th April, 1H7('., that (his words
are (jtiotod) "the iia\ij.'atiou troui the houtli-

em extremity of Vancouver Islund to Burrard
Inlet is exeelleut,"
"Old Stttler's" Inttcr does not overflow

with the milk of httnian kindness towards
Victoiia or Victorians; luit let that alone as
fur us may be. The following quotation is,

howt ver, unavoidable. "A good route ((). S.
says) has l>een found passinx thr<iugh, or
cl..s<' to, the Hi'ltled parts of the I'n.vinee, and
teriii:n.itiug at the uni^'nitleent hartior of ibn-
rurd Inlet^-a harlmr capable of eontaining all

the navies of the w«»rld, with plenty of room
to spare; a haibor whii h Victorians in their
blind rage sti^inuitize us ditlleult and daiiKer-
ous of accesK, but into which sailing ships
have l)e<n brought under sail and without a
pilot."

AlTKMI'TKl) UORHKiniON OK MIliTAKKS.

Now will "Old Sotthr," over his "nom de
plume," or, us he may prefer, kindly inform
the naders ot The Colonist, how many sbip-
unisters.in the last twelve years he has known
to bring thtir vessels into Burrard lubt fioni
the Eucan Straits without a pilot V how many
of these to go out withf>ut u pilot, and how
many to reptat the venture of sailing in from
the Straits, through th* intricate cininui Is of
the Haro Archipelago, across the Ouh of
Georgia and through the dangerous Narrows
at the entrance of the Inlet— but JJuO yards
wide at one place V Hiuce J 871 I have sought
intormation from every source, relative to the
princii)al harbors of this Province, that prima
facie, seemed stiitable for the Western termi-
nus of the British Transcontinental Railway.
As to the sailing of ships from Royal Roads
to BniTurd Inlet with or without a pilot, two
instances thereof have come to my knowledge,
but these vessels, small in size, wore i)iloted

if not towed out. There may have been a few-

other like cases. I have been told of ship-
masters having come to grief in making the
attempt. The rule now is for vessels to be
t<)wed to and fro. Far indeed is Burrard In-
let from being the extensively capacious har-
bor ' Oid S- ttler. the Gvardian editor, and
others would have the world imagine. Instead
of, as they assert, having ro<un for the navies
of the world, it has of good anchorage at

Granville, or Coal Harbor, only about 1 stiuare
murine mile in extent, and, oft" Moodyvill*^,
north shore, only about % a 8»pmre marine
mile in extent. In English Bay there are
about 3 square marine miles; but that road-
stead is exposed from W. H. W. to W. N. W.,
whence the strongest winds blow from the
Gulf of Georgia, and, with northerly winds,
there is a Icng fetch of seu in from the Gulf.
Here ships anchor with their tugs, while
awaiting tarn of tide, ere they pass through
the Narrows to Burrard Inlet.

The remaining space or mid-channel of the
Inlet outside the second Narrows is onsafe for
anchorage owing to the strength of its tidal

corrents and eddies. It is from abont 20 to
30 fathoms in depth.
Esquimau has, with the exception of a few

spots, some day to be dredged, of safe anchor-


