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The friendly rdutlonH wliich now ex'iA betweon us and onr outor-

priwinj?, IntolligtMit American noi^'liborn, havo doubtleas done much

to proilucc this umalKaniation of clasacH. The gentleman no lonj^er

looks down with supercilious Belf-itnportance on the wealthy merchant,

nor does the latter refuse to the ingenious mechanic the ri.'spoct duo

to him as a man. A more healthy state pervades Canadian society

than existed here a few years ago, when party feeling ran liigh, and

the professional men and ofllce-holders visited exclusively ,'\mong

themselves, aflecting airs of aristocratic superiority, which were per-

fectly absurd in a new country, and which gave great olfence t<>

those of equal wealth who were not admitted into their clinue.

Though too much of this spirit exists in the large cities, such as

Quebec, Montreal, and Toronto, it would not bo tolerated in the

small district towns and villages, where a gentleman could not taico

a surer method of making himself unpopular than by exhibiting this

feeling to his fellow-townsmen.

I have been repeatedly asked, since the publication of •' Roughing

it in the Bush," to give an account of the present state of society

in the colony, and to point out its increasing prosperity and com-

mercial advantages ; but statistics are not my forte, nor do I feel

myself qualified for such an arduous and important task. My know-

ledge of the colony is too limited to enable mo to write a compre-

hensive work on a subject of vital consequence, which might involve

the happiness of others. But what I do know I will endeavour to

sketch with a light pencil ; and if I cannot convey much useful

information, I will try to amuse the reader ; and by a mixture of

prose and poetry compile a small volume, which may help to whilo

away an idle hour, or fill up tho blanks of a wet day.
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Belleville, Canada West,


