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•* ing the parochial or clerical duty thereof, two rcgifters, of
** the fame tenor, each of which lliall be reputed authentic,
•* and Ihail be equally confidered as legal evidence in all

•* courts of juftice, in each of which the liiid reftor, &c,
** fliall be held to enregifter regularly and fucceflively all bap*
•* tifms, marriages, and burials, fo foon as the fame fliall have
« been by them performed." Thefe regifters, as before ob-
ferved, page lo, the one to be renewed annually, the other,

a !>ound volume, to ferve until the fame be filled, mnft by
the rep.ulations of the a£t, be figned in every leaf by a Judge
of the Court of King's Bench.

The provilions of this ftatute are fan«nioncd by a penalty,

which is a funi not lefs than two pounds, and not exceeding

twenty pounds, ciuTcnt money of this Province.

I fiippofe from thefe quotations, lliort as they are, every

mm of common Ajdic v/ill perceive,

Firll, that this act is penal, obliging all minifters of every

dcrcription, to keep figned regifters, without forbidding any
"perlbn to do the iamc, though none is obliged to have them
ligncd fave minifters of congregations or churches.

Secondly, that no excluiion is made of any minifter of re-

ligion whatfocver, and if no excluiion be exprefled, none
could be intended.

Thirdly, that the ?tCt was not defigned to give validity to

marriages, baptifms, and funerals, nor to prefcribe who fhould

perform them, its object being to fecurc and legalize evidence

of births, marriages, and deaths.

Fourthly, that neither the fpirit nor letter of the act ex-

cludes the kind of evidence obtainable of fuch events before

the paffing of it into a law. To prevent any fuch weak con-

ftruition of a ftatute defigned for general benefit, an exprefs

provilion is made in the 1 3th fe£tion ; " Provided a/ways^

** that in a// cafes where the regifter of any Proteftant church
** or congregation cannot be found, or where none has ever
** been kept, nothing in this aft fliall be conftrued to prevent

« the proof of baptifms, marriages, or burials, being made
*' and received, either by witnefl^s, or family regifters, or

" p.ipers, or other means allowed by law."

The aft is evidently nothing more than the regulation of

a circumuance, namely, the mode of enregiftering baptifms,

marriages, and funerals. Where the legiflators found reli-

gious liberty, there they left the invaluable blefling. He that

mi^jht baptize, cScc. previous to the exiftence of this law, may
do lb Hill i nothing in the ftatute forbidding fuch aftions in


