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Ill this essay wr shall try to sec to what oxtciu ihr

dlfticultifis iKtwccn (ircai Hritain and her North

Am«'rii:an colonics iluriii^ the second (luarter of this

century may be regarch-il a ; a dispute over the

control of certain nrveinu^s arising in tlu; provinces
;

and to what <:\tent the granting of responsible

government in 1S47 was inciilent to the surr(Muler

by Great Britain of all claim to that control.

Until the decade from 1845 to 1855 in all the

British North American provinces there existed a

distinction, more or less clearly recognized, between

the revenues which were at the disposal of the local

legislatures and those which were under the exclusive

control of the Lords of the Treasury in England or

their subordinate officers, the Governors in Council in

the di.iferent provinces. The former were expended

upon local improvements and in payment of the

ofitic( rs of the legislature, the latter for the support

of the executive. This, at any rate, was the theory^

But in practice the two funds were received and

p.'ad out by the same official and were thus very

o.'ten confused. In each of the colonies, there-

fore, the Crown Revenues formed a fund by which

• Chrislic's " History of Lower Canada" contains a goo<l many quotation»

.rom ori^in.il sources. The rest must be looked for in the Colonial and V-'xtc

papers, the journals of the Assemblies and Councils, and the public accounts..
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