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cvnded by the Americnns, and to nnforce them wtis thn con-

Btarit rndenvour of ihe Briti«h Parliament. Severe rules were

pRHsed for ihii^ puriiose, nnri henvy peiifillies; imposed upon all

who should discdiey liiem, Init with little or no effeci. "The
laws of Navigation were n<i where so opiMily disobeyed and

contemned as in New England. The |)eopl<; of i\Ias.sachiisetts

Bay. havin<^ a (rovernor and m»i;;istrales of their own choice.

it was difficult to enforce any reifulation whitrh came from the

English Parliament adverse to their ititerests."

Virginia petitioned n/a^ainst the act ; but receiving; only s»rit;ter

injunctions to comply with it, r(>sorted to evasion. But in

Massachusetts a declaration of rights was published. '' in which

are distinctly shadowed out the three v'i'<'at doctrines on wliich

their soverei»fnty rested :

—

1st. A positive denial of tin; rijrhl

uf appesil. 2n(!. A declaration that airts of ParliauMMii re::u-

laiin<r their trade were iinconstitutional. 'ird. An asscriion of

their peculiar privile<;e of manaifiri:; tjicir own internal aO'iiirs.

These three principles, accompanied as they were by a dir(;ct

avowal of tht; lejiality of mairttainin^ tliem by force of arms,

comprise absolute independence. Tlu^v are wholly iireconcil-

able with any thit:^ like im|ierial cmtrol, and leave to the Kiti;;

nothing; but an <;mpty title. It is theseftM-e absurd to it.scribi:

thti ori:;in of these pretensions to the llevohition of ll^'-i. Tiiey

thus early asserted and contended for unmixed and uncont rot-

able Republicanism.'*

Diitit^s however were now levied upon c(!rtain «>iiuin(!raled

commodities; and the m)tnu*^<Mnent of >he revenue entrusted to

local otlicers appointed by the Comuiissioners of Customs in

England, and a Custom House OtHcer 'ip[)oinle(l for iMii>> i-

chusetis. But encoimterin*; obstruction and insult from the

people, he returned unsuccessful; and when a^ain sent out,

was uf^ain forced to return. He, however, laid serious coin-

plaiuis ajjainst the colony ; tind as the Kin^ was already

greatly irritated at their non-compliance with certain instruction!)

rec«Mve<i from him, (one of which was that they should admit

episcopalians to the enjoyment of the same political rights as

were exercised by themselves,) a (fuo uarrantu was issued,

whi<;h put an end to their charter in 1G84.


