
(fvifoncr on board his Majefty'a Ihip BcUona, I have to requeft

you will bo plcafed to dir';6l a Court Martial may be afTt-m-

bled for the purpofe of trying tl»c faid Jenkii) Ratfoid, for

the witlun (nentioncd charges of Mutiny, De/irtion, and

Conkmjit.

;. I have the honour to remain,
,

* Your mod obedient humble fcrvant,

,, :
.;'-^ \ '. J. TOWNSHKND.

2 the Ifon. G. C. Birkeleyt Vice Admiral 1 . , .

of the IVhite, and Commander in Chief, > .,

b'f. i^c. isfc. Halifax, N. S. }

The Evidence were then withdrawn. '
'

The Right Honturable Lord James Totvtifbend,fworn.

Q. Relate to the Court what comes within your knowl-

edge of the charges againft the prifoner ?

ji. At the time of the prifoners deferting, I was on board

the Mermaid ; on hearing a firing ofmufketry kept up fit)m

the fhip, about fix o'clock in the evening, on the 7th ofMarch,

1 immebiately returned on board, when Lieutenant Carter in-

formed me, that five men had rofe on Mr. Turner, midfhip-

man, and defefted with the jolly boat. The next morning, I

fent Lieutenant Marilers to Norfolk, to acquaint Captain

Holli» and the Britifh Conful of Jthc defertion of the men ;

on his return, he reported to me that he had fecn fome of

them, one in particular, Richard Hubert, parading the ftreets,

with the American flag, then recruiting for the Chcfapeake.

I then went up myfelf to Norfolk, and told the Britifh Con-
ful ; and finding that the men had entereel for the Chcfa-

peake, I applied to Lieutenant Sinclair, who was entering

men for her, and received for anfwer, that there were no men
entered for them by the names I gave ; but if any deferters had
entered, I muft apply to the magiftrates j which I did, through

the Conful, who, 1 believe, applied to the Mayor and Civil Pow-
er. I alfo applied to Capt. Decatur,who referred me, to Lieut.

Sinclair : but I met with no fuccefs in recovering the men.
I met the prifoner, with Saundersj- the Boatfwain's mate, af-

ter my application, and afked them the reafon they did not

return to the (hip. Saunders faid he would ; an'', immedi-

ately went with me about twenty yard 3, when the prifoner
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