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doubt. On pretence of military obedience,

1 am ordered to the only part of the world in

which I can do no military fervice. An ene-

my's prifon is not the King's garrifon, nor is

any thing to be done or fuffered there, any
part of an officer's duty ; fo far from it that it

implies a direft incapacity for any military

function. What are the military orders I am
to give to men who have no arms to fight,

and no liberty to march ? Or by what rule is

my not being in the hands of rebels, under-

ftood to be a negledl of duty to my Sovereign ?

Sir, the thing is too evident ; thofe who ca-

lumniate my conduft on this account are de-

firous not of ferving the King, but of in-

fulting me, and of cftablilhing new, dange-

rous, unmilitary and unconftitutional powers
in them{elves.

While a precedent is efiablifhing in my par-

ticular cafe, I requeft it may moreover be re-

membered that 1 am deprived of a court-mar-

tial upon my condud in America, beciuife I

am not fuppofed to be amenable to the juttice

of the kingdom ; and the King is told I have

difobeyed his orders, in the very fame breath

that I am ftated not to be accountable to him .

by this dodlrine it feems fuppofed, that I am
not capable of receiving orders for the purpcfes

of public juftice or public fervice, but am
perfedly fubJL6t to all fuch as have a tendency

to my own deftrudion.

But it has been fuggeftcd when no military

duty could be devifed as a ground for this or-

der


