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li PREFACE.
As I have, with fome feventy, animadverted on the

Americans retaining^ Botwithftanding their own cry for

liberty, their fellow-creatures in perpetual Jlavery, I

thought it highly neceiTary, n6t only to decry this

evil, but to point out a remedy, and one of fuch a na*

ture, as fliould not claih with the intereds of thofe

whom the laws allow «:o opprefs a part of their fpecies

;

for this reafou, I have added an Appendix on the Mauu-

miflion of Slaves, which, without this obfervation*

might appear foreign to the fubje^ of this treatife—

Should this mode of emancipation take place, even only

in a few plantations, I fhall efteem myfelf happy in

being the fortunate means of promoting the liberty ot

fuch a part of my fellow-creatures.

I am not confcious of being prejudiced in favour of

tlie one party or the other in the prefent unhappy con-

tell with our Americ.in Colonies ; at lead I have endea-

voured to be impartial, and believe I am actuated by a

fmcere love of my country, and earned regard for the

well-being of the whole empire.

I will not venture to fay this treatife is free of errors,

but hope that a variety of other avocations which de-

nianded my attention will be a fufiicient plea in my fa«

vour for any midakes that naay be found.

Since this book went to the prefs I have perufed
•' Governor Pownal's Letter to Adam Smith, L. L. D.
•• F U.S. on the fubjeft of his Enquiry tatt the natural
•' Caufes of the Wealth of Nations," ^ow as I have

made the free import and expert ofprovijions the bafis of

many advantages to be derived to the empire, I am
forry, that although in mofl other points I agree with

the Governor, we Ihould in this fo widely differ.

In page 29 of the Governor's Letter we read, •« You
•' think the reftraints on live cattle and com an unrea-
" fonable and ungenerous monopoly, in that the grazing
«« and farming bufinefs of Great Britain could be but
•• little affefted by a free importation of thcfe, and not
' in the leaft hurt. As, on the contrary, I think, any
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