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TIici'C Jiro two n'ooil iihtei's tor lii'idjiiiii:,' tlii' riviT sniiic tlii'cc iiiilfs

l>el()\v the (.'iiiioc River, tlio ('(iliiiiiltiii at tlio.so two points l>ciiitj

ahout 120 and 175 foot in width ; tliiclc i^rowtli of timUer on ImjIIi

sides of river. The easterly l>aiik of river hest for a road, as with

the e.\('e[)tion of two short [luiiits of rork, a ro;ul (!an he carried over

low flats and henelics tlio wiiolo distanee. 'I'lie oiiposite side (hjes

not offer anv serious oljstaclus to road hnildinn', hut to constrnet one
aioni^ it wonid i>e much more expensive.

Thnrs'hiy, tSepteniher 18tii.— lian (h)wn to Wilson's Landing, a

distance of ahont 7 or 8 miles ; passi'd several rapids, which would
lie had for steanihoat navii;'ation, and lines would hi' recjuired toilet

steamers over them. There is a s'ecp, rocky hlulf'on the left hank
of the river, a short distance ahovo Wilson's liaiidiiii^, and would lie

expensive to take a ro.id ai'oimd. 1 took the latitude of Wilson's

Fjandiui^, which I made ol 40 X. 1 here learnt that the OfHcer ad-

niinisteriny; the (Jovernment. the Surveyor-CJoneral, and Mr. Ball

would camp this cveninn* at Kirl>y'3 Landniu;, I thorefoi'e ran down
the river to that point, where I met them.

( Exlrid-l from Ifr/iorl of Mr. Molnrl'/ on JIUeiUciCdul Jiircr,

DfL-emlirr 18/A. lH(jo.;

On ieavinu; Mr. Tiii'nhiill at the mouth of this >tream, I [iroceed

up its northerly or ri^ht liaidc, for a distance of ahout forty miles,

at which point the river divides into two streams of nearly equal

si/e, the i>;eneral hearim:; of one valley ahove the forks, as far as can

he seen from that point. I»einti," north 14 east; that of the other

nearly east. The latter valley was I'vidently the olie that, judging
from its general hearing, would lie most likely to atf'ord a jiass in

tlic direction wislied for. I therefore tried to induce the Imlians I

had with me, hy every pos-ihle iiersiiasion, to accompany me all the

way across tlie [Selkirk Ivange, and make for Wild Horse Creek.
(The Cohimhia liiver Indians would from the first oidy engage to

go as fai' as the head waters of the lllecillewaut. ) All my ett'orts

were, however, unavailing, as they atlirmed that if we went on wc
shoulil he caught in tlie snow, and never get out of the mountains.

.\s 1 now fourid it would not lie jiossihle to complete the explora-

tion of the easterly hranch so as to arrive at a definite eonelusion

as to its suitahleness for a line of road thi'oughout to the Upper
Columhia, and as a partial exploration would only he a waste of time
and money, fur should it he explored throughout at any future time,

which I would recommend, the same ground would have to he
traversed again, 1 decided to explore the northerly fork, and accord-

ingly contimied my Journey, still keeping on the riglit hand hank
until I reached a jioint ahout seventy miles from tiie mouth of the

rmun river. The valley, which had heen continually turning more
and more to tlie north, took a decided turn at the ahovc point, its


