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* ,Ta thoy Imil dorif. tlio free iiavipuion of t]\o f'n-

' liimliia rivfr. Tlir rijlit of any fKri^iirn Pnwf-r to

' the free imviirntion of juiy of our rivers, llir(iii;,'li

' ihr hi art of <>\\r fnuntry, wa-! 'in<! wliii'li I was
' iiiiwilliiiL'' to foiirfilc. I; also ciiilira'-f-'d a provis-

' ion to luak'' frf ( toCJi-tal fJritain any port or ports

• on tlir capo of Quadra and Vani'oiiver's Island,

' south of this parallel. Had this lienn a nrwfjiics-

' tion, cominir under diseussion f(U' tlic first time,
* t}iis [iroposition w oiild not have lieen niadi'. The
' eKtram-dinary and v.liolly inaiiniissilde demands
' of tho British ftovrrnnient, and the rejertion of
' the proposition uiaih' in deference alone to what
' had lieen done by niy predecessors, and tlie iin-

' plied ohiiiration wliicli their arts seemed to im-
' pose, afford satisfaciory evidence that no eompro-
' niise which the Ignited States ought to arcopt can
' !)e effected. With thisconviction, tlie proposition
' of roniproinisc which had been made and rcjeci-

' ed, was, liy my direciirm, snhsef|ueinly with-
' drawn, and our title to the whole Ore'j'on tfrrito-

' ry asserted; and, tis is Ixlieved, u\aintained hy
' irrefra2;aljle facts and ariruiuents.

"The rivilized world will s(C in these pro-
' recdinijs a spirit of liljcral conrcssion on 'he part
' of the Ignited States; and this Government will be
' relieved from all respon.siliility which may follow
' the failure to settle the controversy.

"All attempts at compromise havinp: failed, it

' becomes the duty of Coni^rtss to consider what
' measures it may lie proper to adopt for the secu-
' rity and protection of oiu- citizens nowinhabitini,%
' or who may hereafter iidial)it,Orefron,and for the
' maintenance of our Just title to that territory. In
' adoptin:^ measures tor this purpose, care should
• l;c taken tiiat nothing be thnic t'l violate the stijiu-

' lations of the convention of IH-IT, which is still

' in force. The faith of treaties, in their letter and
'spirit, has ever been, and, I trust, will ever be,
' scrupulously observed l)y the United Stater-. Un-
' dor that convention, a year's notice is recjuired to

' be given by either party to the other, before the
' joint occujiancy shall tirminate, ami before either
' can rightfully assert or exercise exclusive Jnrisdic-
' tion over any jiortioii of the territory. This notice
' it woiild, in my judu-ment, be ju-opei to give ; and
' I recommend that ]>rovision be made by law for

'giving it accordingly, and terminating in thi.s

' manner, the convention of the sixth of August,
' 1S27.

" It will become prf)per f(ir Conirress to deler-
' mine what leirislation they can in the nu'antime
'• adopt wiilifuit violating this convention. I>ey(uul
' all ([uestion, the protection of our laws and otir

'jurisdii'tion, civil and criminal, ought to be im-
' mediately extendi d over our citizens in Oregon.
' They liavc had just cause to comidain of our long
' neglect in this particular, and have, in conse-
' (juence, been compelled, for their own security
' and protection, to establish a provisional L'overn-
' ment for themselves. Strong in their alh L'^iance

' and ardent in tlieir attachments to the United
' States, they have been thus cast upon their own
' resources. They are anximis that our laws
' should be extended over them, and I recommend
' that this be done by Ci>nc:ress with as little delay
' a.s possible, in the full extent to which the Hrit-

ish Parliament I'.ave proceeded in regard to Hrit-
' ish snbjei'ts in that territory, by their act of July

' '2, 1^21, for regulatine the fur trade, and fstiib

' iishiiig a criminal and civil jurisdiction witlui
' certain [laris of Xm-th Anierieu."

Whilst, Mr. Chairnian, I do not consiih^- this

jiarty rpicstion, but a gi-cat .Aimrican rpiisiion,!

am free to confi ss tluU I do not like to see a .siii^'l'

Democrat a'.:;ainst giving tlie notice, and at the ex
(liration of twelve months, taking possessioii of tie

country; for, disguise it a.s you will, all who op
pose these measures will be tiromuinced by tie

people to be mi the British side of the (|uesiioii

.\n(i while I wmild urge- u]iiui the Whig side oi

this Ilall, by tlie cmisiderations of patriotism and
love of liberty which slunild actuate every Ameri-
can freeman, to go for extendinir the area of free-

dom over the whole of Oregon, 1 feel that all these

considerations must operate with irreater force upon
the Demoi'rniic portion of the House. The De
inocracy |:elievc that tlie people have virtue and
intelliu:encc enough to govern themselves, and that

the Representative of tlie,peoplc is bound to obey
their will or resign.

Now, Mr. Ciiairman, I am convinced that Mr.
Polk owes his elevation to the distinguished station

he now so hmiorably fills more to his opinions on

the Ti^xas and Oreixon questions than to all other

considerations united. And, sir, in his election, I

considi r that the people decided both these great

(|uestions in the affirmative. What were Mr.
P(dk's views in relation to Oregon? Let an ex-

tract from his letter of the 23d April, li-i-14, written

from Columbia, Tennessee, answer. lie says:

" Let the fixed policy of our Government be, not

' to permit Great Britain or any other foreign Power

to jilaiU a colony or to hold dominion over any
' portion of the people or ti'rritory of the United

' Slates."

The President, in his Inaugural Address, r-ays:

" Nor will it become in a less degree my duty to

'assert and H!«/)i/rtni, by all cmistitiitional means.
' the right of the United States to that portion of

' our territory which lies bcymid the Rocky moun-
' tains. Our title to the country of the Oregon is

''cliof and uniiucsliouahli ;' and already are our

' people peparinn- to perfect that title by oci'Upyinj,'

' it, with their wives and children." * * * "To
' us belong.s the duty of jirotccting them adequately

' wherever th.ey may lie upon our soil."

But, Mr. Chairman, we are asked why this "hot

haste?" They urge us to let thinirs remain as they

(in—to "bide our time"—and we will get the

wliole of Oregon. In answer, I have only to say,

that those who believe in the right of instruction

have no discretion in this matter. The sovereign

people are calling upon their puljlic servants to

.settle this vexed question, by giving notice to Great

Britain of our intention to terminate the conven-

tion of August 0, 1827, and to take active and en-

erirclic, measures to in-otect our citizens and tn

secure the territory. And if war result.s from this

course, on wlunn does the calamity f dl .- Is it no-

on the people.- Who fight the battles of our coun-

try .= Who defeiul the" national hmior? Whose
blood ami whose treasure have been poured on'

like water, in times past, to defend the nation against

the a'j-u'ressions of jiroud and haughty luigland :

.\n(i whose will again be poured out, in the even',

'of war? The people's: yes, the thousand.^? whe
' re.nain at home in time of peace, ciuiotly and in-


