
12 An Emblem of Empire

iivv not proud of the disjecta iiu'inhra, the confusion
and cii-cmnfusion in the Jnipeiial Capital of the
scattered and undif,niified representations of oin- Im-
perial life; n(»r are we the only ones to \\h(»m it has
occurred that we have condoned these unmistakable
conditi(tns of racial ineflBciency.

This one aspect of the pntject should appeal to
us, then, with the fjreater cogency, the more we
think about it. and that is the organization and cen-
tralization of headquarters as sympathetic with the
idea of the organization and centralizati<m of Em-
pire. And when I speak of the centralization of Em-
pire, I hasten in this modificati(m to insist that with
centralization nuist always be local autonomy and
Imi)erial representation. When this is ddniitted,
and understood, let us then admit and understand
that the Empire cannot exist without organization
and centralization. Perhaps, if there is any one idea
more than another which is resixnisible for the dii-ec-

tion (»f the greater movements of modern politics
and economics, as well, it is the idea of synthesis.
Everywhere we see si)ringing up as if from seed
widely sown, the practical fruits of the idea that
more is to be accomplished in the world from
uni(»n than through separation; more by working to-
gether than by working against each other; more in
the organization and co-relation and co-ordination
of parts, in the elimination of unnecessary waste,
and in the addition of that utility and efficiency
which comes from aggregation of assets, and from
united effort, than from the unintelligent methods
which for so long have found their expression in the
laisson-faire doctrines and methods of an inefficient

age which, when the rest of the world was less effi-

cient, enabled our race to "nuiddle through."


