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Gradually, however, as years passed and failure followed
failure, belief in the possibility of transmutation became less
and less and the workers turned their attention to other
things. In particular, chemistry was looked on more and
more as a valuable aid to medical men in the preparation of
substances ..sed as medicines, especially as a theory had
grown up to the effect that all diseases were caused by wrong
proportions in the chemical substances that made up the
body; and so the doctors, who were perhaps the best
educated men of the time, worked at chemistry, to the great
advantage of the science.
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Little by little the explanation of what takes place when
things burn became the great problem of the chemists. Fire
has from time immemorial been used as a test for
many things, and a rough chwsification of substances
mto (a) those that were altered in the fire, and (6) those that
were not, had long been in use. Among the things that
were altered may be mentioned wood, grease, oils, and many
metals, such as iron, lead, magnesium ; and the great ques-
tion was

:
what is it that really happens to these things

when they are burned ? As long as chemists considered only
tne Ainds of matter involved in these olianges. no Batisfac.t/)rv

explanation was forthcoming : it was when they began to
consider the quantUiea used and produced that real progress
was made. Let us examine this a Uttle more closely.
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