810

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

of membership in a large church that one may
aid so great a variety of purposes of such vast
importance, and it is of the utmost moment
that what we do should be doue systematically.
If we are to do our work satisfactorily, the
pulpit must cease tc be a “begging box.” We
must have done with “spasmeodic ” effortsand
la, ourselves out for quict, continuous and
united work. We are <hankful for the indica-
tions appearing here and there of large. liber-
ality and higher consecration, but the best of
us are very far from having * attained.” There
is not a denomination, there is scarcely a con-
gregation that has yet come up to the standard
of “ability.” Were we to expend as much
money and personal effort for the good of
others, by publishingthe “good news,” as we do
upon ourselves, there would come about such
a revolution as the world has never seen.
Where is the model congregation, such aswas
sketched by Dr. Jardine in the February num-
ber of THE RECORD, 1882? * One thing
thou lackest” is written on the threshold of
every one of our large, wealthy and influential
churches. Would that a penticostal blessing
might descend this winter upon every congre-
gation large and sma!l !
— e ao———

Acts and Lrocecdings of ssembly.

VERY valuable volume comes year by

year into the hands of our ministers

and elders, through whom, it may be sup-
posed, the substance of it finds iis way to the
members and adherents of the Church. We
refer to the “Acts and Procecedings of the
General Assembly”—a volume ot just about as
many pages as there are days inthe year. The
issue before us is the record of the Ninth As-
sembly, which met in June at London. It
says a great deal for the cleverness of the
clerks of Assembly, Dr. Reid and Dr. Fraser,
that a volume so large and complicated was
published with so little delay and with so few
mistakes init. Is it not stale and dull read-
ing by this time? No; emphatically no!
Let us run through it. It contains nothing
startling indeed, but much that should interest
every Presbyterian. The first sixty pages con-
tain the ** Minutes.” Then come Home Mis-
sion reports, carrying us over a vast range of
territory, all the way from Newfoundland to
Vancouver Island, and occcupying eighty-
eight pages. The next twenty pages givea
clear and succinct view of our Foreign Mission
operations in New Hebrides, Trinidad, China
and India. A compact dozen of pages con-
veys the story of our efforts to evangelize the
French Roman Catholics.  Twenty-six pages
are devoted to our Colleges. Sabbath-
schools, Sabbath-observance, the State of
Religion, Temperance, occupy a score m:ore of

pages. The balance of the volume is devoted
to statistics and accounts. The reader can-
not fail to perceive that our Church is en-
gaged ina work of vastmagnitude. Though our
operations ate classed under various headings,
the work is one-~the advancement of the Re-
deemer’s Kingdom. This is the “ cause of ow
existence.” This is the meaning of our Churdh
organizutions, our colleges, our boards and
committees. It is for this purpese that we
spend our strength and contribute our meney
Well ; and is there not adequate recasons for
all we do? Rather let us ask are our cfforts
at all commensurate with the mighty enter-
prise in which we are engaged? Christ Hin-
self gave His life for it; and His is our
pattern.

What are we doing? Last year, we le.un
fiom this volume, that all our contribu.
tions for all Church purposes amounted to
$1,436,811, an increase of $13,000 on any pre-
vious year. Does this sum total indicate
much sacrifice and self-denial 2 'We prefer s
leave that question to be answered by every
reader tor himself. For all purposes, tic
avcrage contribution per family was $20.07,
and per communicant, $12. This includes
stipend and all ordinary Church expen-es
For the schemes of the Church our contr:hu-
tions averaged $2.40 per family, and $1.40 po
communicant. Let us turn for a moment tv
the Church in the United States, and note
how her pcople contribute. The whole =
ziven for all objects was $9,661,473. The
average per communicant was $16.10—that is,
$4.10 in advance of us. The rate of giving
per family is not stated. The highest rate per
communicant in our Church is in Manitoha
Presbytery, $37.57. Next comes Newfound-
land with $29.13, and third in order comes
Montreal with $17.20. Among she Uniied
States Presbyteries the highest contributicn
per communicant is $27.50, from Colorade.
California gives $24.50, New York Synod, $13.
Pennsylvania $14.50. It is extremely graty;-
ing to note the fact that our contributions
show a steady advance year by ycar, from
$082,672, in the first year of our Union, to §1.-
436,811 in the last Assembly year. Everyde-
partment of the Churci’s work has shared =
this advance. Stipends are higher, missiors
are more extensive and colleges are beiter
cquipped. The table of statistics presenist?
the eye the contributions of all the churches
The largest countribution to the schen
the Church comes from St. Paul's Church,
Montreal, namely, $6,922.  Next comes Krox
Church, Toronto, with $5,298.  Then we tc
St. James's Square, Toronto, with §.508
Hamilton Central comes very clocely upea
the last named, having given $4,440. Uther
congregations, so far as we have noted, do n
rise beyond $2,500, and very few reach $2,00




