of the imported meal to tliec amount
of ane half the cost of freight on the
raw material. The freight from Chi-
cago to Winnipeg for instance, would
glvo about §£3.40 per ton in favor of
tmporting the moal as against the raw
materlial aglde from the tariff discrim-
ination. The relative value of the
raw mauatorial to the manufactured
product was evidently taken into ac-
count in framing the United States
tariff, for there 4ve find that the duty
on oa.moal I $0 per tom, while it
ks 59 per ton on outs. fDhis is o falr
distribution of tariff according to tho
relative value of the raw material to
the manufactured product.

AL present the outlook is very bluc
for the home milling industry. Tho
market in Manitoba and the Terri-
torles is being supplied with hnported
men), at prices with which the local
mille cannot competo on the present
bagls of prices of the raw material
here. There are six ontmeal mills in
Mamtoba and the Territories which
are now placed in this uneviable posi-
tion. besides the oatmeal milling in-
dustry in British Columbia, which is
sufferiitg In the same way. The vats
mea! milling industry; has been peac-
tica)ly killed liere for the present, aud
is linble to suffer the same way in fu-
tme years, while this discriminatmg
duty remains. A higher tax on raw
wogeriar ‘than on the manufactured
product is certainly o condition
which should not be tolerated.

S e

THE CUBAN SITUATION

If our southern neighbors are not
forced into war with Spain, It will
not be thie fault of the moare out-
spoken element in the population of
the country. The other day the
newspapers contained big headlines
announcing  that the “Methodists
Were for War!' The report was to
the effect that the New York dis-
trict conference had adopted a re-
port, by a vote of 163 to 3 demand-
ng the expulsion of the Spaniards
from Cuba. We were inlormed that
the conference had framed an indict-
ment of ten points, as reasons why
thig action should be taken. Some
of thes: so-called points were about as
unreggonable and as exgggerated as
could weli be imagined; but when
clericals-undertake to discuss matters
outside of religion, they can be just
about as unreasonable, if not o little
moro g0, than the average educated
mortal. When the teachers of the
religion of pepce and good will vie
with the music hall and dance house
mod in enfepvoring to drive the na-
tlon into war, the situation does seem
deplorable, and almost without lope.

It is « pity indeed, that religious
bodies, zocial bodles and other influ-
ences in the United States are push-
ng the exeoutive so hard in this mat-
ter. War, from whatever aspect it
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may be \'lmx'ea, is deplorable, horrible,
It these 163 tohchers and leaders of

religion, composing almost  the
unanimous  volce of the New
York conference, could be form-

ol Into a military body anad be placed
in front of the battle in case of war,
they trould get about their just des-
orts.

It is to be hoped, however, that this
erisis will be tlded over without war,
16 the hot-hends do not force the mat-
ter too fast there s stlll a possibility
of n satisfactory solution of the diffi-
culty. Every day gamed is a trinmph
for peance, and & peaceful settlement
will be a thousand times more glorious
than all that could heo achieved by
war. .

One deplorable feature of a war he-
twoen our nelghbors nnd Spain would
Le the cultivation of the war spirit,
which ouce nroused is not easily sup-
pressed, and the danger of a spreading
of ite venemous contagion. There is
stil n great deal of the savage left
in even .he most refined and eivilized
men, and the war spirit stirs up the
slumbering clements of savagery. If
this great calamity does overtake our
neighbors, they will have the sym-
pathy of the Canadian people, and in-
dead of DBritishers the world over, Weo
trust they will be spared. The Com-
merelal is for peace.

COARSE FEED SCARCE.

The rearcity of coarse feed for live
ttock in some districts of Manitoba
this sprinz. again ca'ls attention to
the enormoug waste through the burn-
ing of ¢traw after thrashing every fall.
The hay crop was short last year, and
in some sections the local supply of
hay has not been sufficieut to go
aroundd. Farmers who are obliged to
buy hayy find that the
prices are double and even
thribble the wusual value in or-
dinary years., . The scarcity of feed
may mean that cattle wi'l be turned
out in noorer condition this spring
than ucual. and this may affeet the
c¢xport trade in fat cattle as weil a3
the dairy industry. Cattle that come
out In noor condition in the <pring,
take ‘a lonz time to recover. A favor-

able season, however, may make up
for poor condition to a considerable
extent.

Statistical Position of Wheat

Tor some time during the wlnter
just closing the prices of wheat at
Chicago, and, indeed, at most other
American markets, were relatively
higher then abrond, and the result
whis o perceptible check to our export
trade In that cereal. The visible sup-
ply of wheat in the United States and
Canada, east of tae Rocky mountatns,
o8 reported Ly Dradstreet's op Janu-
ary 1, this year, was 54,173,000 bush-
els; adding the stocks of the Pacific
coast of 6,601,000 bushels, a grand
total was secured of 60,834,000 bush-
els gvallable at the opening of the
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year, agalnst 77,459,000 bushels tho
year before, o dlscropancy of 16,625,-
Q00 bushels, Twade recognition of
this apparently serious deficlency .
available supplies sought expression in
predictions of +Yyery high prices for
wheat during the balance of the coreal
year. The high pricew reached in Chi-
cago were merely regarded ay o emall
sample of what swould be realized later
on, when the producers or holders of
tho cereal awpoke to the advantages
they possessed over cousumers at home
and abroad. Saunguine expectations
have, however, not been realized, and
tlhiere appears to liave been enough
wheat to go around avithout any ab-
normally large advance.

The totnl stotk held in the TUnited
States and Canada, cast and west of
the Rockies, en April 1, this year, was
44,367,000 bushels, against 57,0670,-
000 bushels on Aprl‘l 1 a year ago. It
will thus be scen that stock available
in this country nnd Canada decreased
during the past three months to tho
extent of 16,467,000 bushels. A year
ngo, however, they fell off to the ex-
tent of 19,783,000 bushels, The ex-
port movement of that period amount-
ed to 51,301,000 bushols, or 20,000,
000 bushels more than in the same
period a year ago. Details of stock of
wlieat available in this country and
Cenada on  April 1, compare with
those on like dates in preceding years
as follows:

Totalsa
April 1, 1898... o 44,3867,00d
1, 57,676,000

9'.2,978.000

April 1, 1895 e eedt e 1015742,000
April 1, 1894 ... w0 .« o .. 98,367,000
April 1, 1893 ... .. v e e 118,179,000
April 1, 1892 e e e e 61,334,000
April 1, 1891, % v we oo o 47,636,000
APril 1, 1890 e e v oo e 45,219,000

‘The total stock in Europe and afloat

therefore on April 1, 1898, was 69,
900,000 bushels, against 64,700,000
bushels n year ago, an excess of 5,-
200,000 bushels. The total quantity
of wheat avallable in the United
States and Canada, plus the quantity
nfloat for Europe from all exporting
countries, on April 1, added to avail-
able stock in Turope, as reported to
Bradstreet’s, is as follows:

. Grand totals.
ADril' 1, 1898 1o e cie e o 2145267,000
APril 1, 1897 vuv v vie e oo 122,376,000
APril 1, 1896 ... we e oo ... 161,978,000°
ADrIL 3, 1895 <vv cr e sen e 181,442 00X

The total stock in Europe and afloat
therefor on Jamary 1 this year was
71,600,000 bushels, so it will bo seen
that the European stock has decreased

only 1,700,000 bushels in  three
three months. One yéar ago, be-
tween January 1 and April 1, the

European stock fell off 14,500,000
bushiels.

Dairy Trade XItems.

It Is sajd the Tudson’s Bay Co. con-
template estadlishing a creamery in
one of thelr buildings at Lower Fort
Garry, Man.

The Brasndon creamery operated last
summer by the Whitelaw Trading Co.,
lhas been leased for this season to the
R. A. Lister Co. Ltd., Mr. Whitelaw
will act 8o agent for the creameory in
the west and British Columbia. Dairy
butter and farm produce will also be
handled.

The Manitoba @ovarnment dairy
scliool has closed after a very success-
ful session ot three months. In the
farm dairy course, there were fifteen
pupils in attendance. ‘The first of the
the professional course began on the
Ist of Felr. and ended on the 24th.
There were twenty-two students in
attendance during this course.



