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TO V/SI TINO LUMBERMEN.

Lumbermen uisiting Toionto are inuited ta use the
office of the CANADA LUMBERMAN as thoir own. Wa
shait taha pleasuie in supplging thein with euary con-
uenience for receiuing and answeting thair correspond-
ence, and hold ourselues at their soruica in a%~ other
way thcy niay desire.

THE FORESTS 0F ONTARIO.
Pr would be diflcult to over-estimiatc the im-

portance to the province of thc preliiniinary report
presented ta Mic Lieuteîiant-Governor of Ontario
by thie Royal Commission appointed to investi-
gate and report on the subject of restoring and
presterving the growth of wvhite pitie and ailier
tiniber trecs uipon lands in the province wliich
aire siot adapted for agricultural purposes or for
seulenment. Thtis report, publislied ini our Febru-
ary nuniîber, is by no menins exhaustive, neither
does it deal vitli nîaîy of the problenis of
forestry, but it certaiîîly casts an entirely newv
lighit, to nîany, on wvlat wve are to <Jo witli our
cut-over and burnit-oiver pinie lands.

The conimoîi idea held b>' lunîberînen and
athers lias been tliat a pille forest, Once ct
down and the grouind burnt over, would flot
again re-clothe itself wvith pille tiniber. This
bas nonv been shown to bc a nîlistaken idea, and
tlîat unider certain coniditions pine w~ill agaili
beconie the diotinan-tlt WOOd of the district. If a
forest fire is sct fierce-as sonietimies happens--
as ta kill every tree in the district, thien only
those trecs ivili appcar as seconîd growtli
wbose sced cati be carricd in quantities and long

distances, suicli as poplar and asît ; but if, oui the
othuer liatid, Soule af the large pille trees escape
aind arce Icit staning, if oiîly a trce lîcre and
tuera, tliet thte secd from sucît pite trees wiil so
dissemîinatc itsel f as ta produce slowly it nia>
be, if thte parent trees are scarce another crop
of youing pine trees, wlio fund the necessar>' cai-
ditions af tîteir growvti as forest trees by conîing
up aniongst thie youing poplars. It lias îlot yet
been dctermitîed Iiaw far a pine seed wvill carry;
thc wing or tail attaclucd to eaclî seeci, meastuirinig
aibout tliree.quarters af tiii inîch long b)' onie-
quarter of an inîchi wide, will no doubt fly a
cosîsiderable distance or strike thec grouind near
at Itancl, according ta circunîstances. Tiîe collc
opens late in the flU, and as it gradually opens,
the seed will usumîli> becoîtie detaclîed dîuring a
gale of wvind, and sa from its altitude be carricci
a considerable distance awvay.

Somte districts visited by thie Conimissioners
are tîitus clescribed lit most of the burnt-over
territary examinced, pine wvas found inîterîiîixcd
îvitli atler tracs, and graduiall' mas wams no
doubt the case wiîlî thte original forest -assertiîîg
its suprergicy and doîîîinatiîig the surrounding
trces ai the yousig genteratian." A spacific case
is given oi a typical young forest in the count>'
oi Peterborought, twetity-tlî.ee years af age, the
exact date bcing vcrified b>' the postnimlstar ai
the district. IlViewed from dte Burîcîgît road
it bas the appearance of a thrifîy young poplar
force, with a fetv pine trees appeariîîg on a levai
witli the poplar ; on close examîîîatian it wvas
founci ilat the young forest wvas largely cam-
poscd of wvhite anîd red pine, paplar, wvhite birch,
balsam, spruce, îvitli some cedmîr, black asli and
spruce on the 1owv landis, as iveil as acic pine
tracs liera and tlîcre that lîad been left by thte
lumbermen, relics ai the original forest tîtat liaci
survived the fires."

Thie rata ai growth of pine timber lias been
variously estinîated, and is, af course, subject ta
nîany conditions. A young trac may begin life
iii the foreIlt under adverse circumstanccs,' gar-
minating later tlîan its near neighbors, and s0
grottv up unrder tlîeir sliade ; wvlile still young it
may miake fair groîvth, but as thea forest space
surraunding it is graduall>' taken up by the aIder
tracs, sliutting it out front thîe suinsliine, thîe
struggle for existence can oni>' end anc wvay-by
the graduai stoppage of growtlî and final death
ai tlie less fmîvored specimen.

Leaving out ai accaunt, hoîvever, tracs ai this
dcscriptîon, and tmîking onl>' tliose living under
fair and normal conditions ini aur nortlîarn
country, it takes, according ta the average made
b>' the Conîmissioîicrs, abouît fort>' ycars for a
yauing piste ta reach any conmmercial valuae ; at
that age it wvill make an eiglt inîch log sixteen
feet long, or sa>' si\teen feet board measure.
l-low importanît it i% lo preserve tItis sapling w~ill
be seen by coîîsidering its growth during the
nlext tlîirty ycars, w~lien, according ta thie appar-
enti>' noderate calculations mrade, anîd by actual
tests imîketi, it wvill, at the age ai scvcîîty years,
produce 164 feet ai mercliantable lumnber, and
tîtereaiter inicremîse iii growtli at tule rate ai 33/i
per cent. per anun.

AIl thte reconimeîîdatioîis nmade b' dte report
cati be carried out b>- order-in-Cauncil except
clause 5, whlich requireci thîe sanction ai Parlia-
nient, andi tîtat wvas given at thie last session b>'

the enactmlent of B3ill No. 54, " Ant Act to E,
tablisît Forgest Reserves," tvhich, bcing entireîy
away frontî the strife of parties, atrmîcle til 1e
notice, but whîlicli we consider tF.c most iniportanî
act wliicli lias passed the LegislatUre for Man).
years. Taken ini connection wvith the tecon;.
mendations tîtat ilo pille tree slîould be cut
smaller tIt 12 inches diameter îneastired tvo
feet fromt the ground, tliat thea systei off%çt.
ranging slîould bc conîpulsory on ail luinber.
mcent and adopted by te governiment for their
unsold bertîis, the system, if carried oui, îvould
introduce a new erti in forestry, wliiclî Wvould
show its efl'ects in after years.

Tîte necessity of adopting a policy of forest re.
serves hans long been admittcd by tîtose %vho
have given the conditions prevailing in our north
country any consideration. Tliere arc many
millions of acres quite unfit for settlemnent that
are admirably adapted for growing conîferous
trees, and it would seeni the height of absurdi:y
ta allow settlers ta enter an area unfat lor per.
marient cultivation, and wvlere thieir presence
leads to thte destruction of valuable tituber, as
may be seen in many sections of the province.

Tiiere is a littie over 20,000 square tuiles of
territory now under liceîîse in thîis province, and
presunîably there is as rnuch more to be sold,
altlîough not ail pinc lands ; and of this t'ast
arien a considerable proportion may be set apart
for forest reserves, as it reverts back to tht
Crown wvlien the prescrnt crop of timber lias been
taken off. It certainly looks as if no better in-.
vestmeîit could be made by the goverment look-
ing forward ta obtaining a permanient revenue
for the province. As ta those arens wlîicli have
been so completely buruît over that valuable
varieties will not immediatcly reproduce illent.
selves, it is a question on whiclî wc require
furthaf information and more compîcte investiga.
tion. Meaîîtiîiie we wvelcome the report, with
its valuable initial suggestions, and as an earnest
of wlîat may be accomplished b>' close and prac-
tical attention ta the interesting subject of re-
forest r>. ___________

TWO MAIN FACTORS IN TRADE.
IT is itot always easy ta determine just lîow

far the prica af a certain commodity ma>' advance
betore the cansumers tiiereof cast around for a
suitable substitute. The relation between price
and demand is ane wvhich slîould be carefully
studied by lumber manufacturers, as upon it de-
pends, ta some extent, the volume of cansimp-
tion. Aftr guarding against an ovcr-supply,
perlîapp , e next thing to be caret ully watclied is
tlîmt pric are not forced sa high as ta cause
substitute:; ýo be purchascd ; for it is vastly
casier to hold a nmarket after it is secured tItan to
capture it for thic first tinte. Shippers in forcign
markets ma>' continue ta advance pricas until, to
their surprise, thay find the demand tveakcîîing,
and upoti etlquiry, lcarn that other woods have
been substituted.

Twvo illustrations nma> be given, ane sltowing
the cvil effects af over-production, and the other
the necessity ai nîaintaining prices wvithin easy
reach af probable consumers. It is wvell kîiown
ta readers of this journal thut the spruce produc-
tion Of 1897, especimîlIIY in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia,greatly cxceaded thiat afany'previous
year. The resuit wvas the averstocking ai our
principal market, Great Britain. Early in the
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