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A wish having been expressed by a few frienils, members of the
Meehanics’. Institute, that tie dollowing should uppear in the
pages of the RMagazine, wo sulunit to thmrjudw(-nu nt and in-

rt it; knowing that papers read before the Lustitute, have a pe-
tar interest with the members 8t that body, and hopmv that
the article will not be found altogether uninteresting to the

\anq:al reader.} Ep.

HISTORY,

}emg a paper read by John S, Tlvompson, efore the Ilahfaa:
Mechanics’ Inslttulu, May 9, 1832,

!suxb up to address this company with much timidity, It is my

first attempt it such matters ; and to add to my embarrassment,
lhve been called ou through accident sowe wecks before the

e originally allotted to this subject.

; In coming farward I perform a duty, to which I did not volun-
r; and altho’ conscious that the matter and style of this paper
dkenmle it to the name or” Lecture, I rest confidently | on
dulgence of my hearers.  An indulgence which I'have found

sxignded hitherto to others, and which I greatly stamd in need ofl
My Subject is a wide one, and T searcely knew how to treat it;
iy previous rcading was deficicnt; and Mear my paper will be
und too rambling and superficial. I might have re-cast it, had
e allowed ; but under present circunistances this was im-
possible. Again soliciting indulgence, 1 sulnmt it witlrall its de-

Jos to my fcllow members. -

mﬂ‘ou,in the widest and most general signification of the termn,
fyamethodical account of the principal transactions of the human
rece; of the divisions dnd subdivisions, and various revelutions of
Bat race, from the earliest time to the present. It commences with
Man, when the garden of Paradisc contained the entire of thg hu-
mmha,bltants of our globe; traces his progress to the perivd when
the Booducieansed the carth of a guilty generation; marhs the origin
ofmarious Triles from the sons of Nouh, tlieir grow th into states,
Kingdoms and Fmpires, and their verydevious progress down the

&eat aud tumultuous stream of time,
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