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Int his first communication, M. Mercier, after asking whether His Eminence
hird . sees 14any serious objection to the Government selling the property," says that

dowthe Governrnent wouid Illook upon ti tt proceeds of the sale as &a special deposit
bUS ~ to be disposed of hereafter in accordance with the age*ments ta be entered into
thtbetwveen the parttes interested with the sanction of/t1w Holy Seo," and te lie goes

en to say that Ilas it wiilperhaps bc necessary upon this matter ta consult the
teLegislature of the province!, etc.,» ho wishes an immédiate reply. -It- ih quite ---

rider evident that the sanction of the Hioiy Se was much more important for the
S, IScarrying out of M. Mercier's designs than that of the Legislature of the province.
con-In repiy, his Holiness the Pope graciously grants permission for the sale of* the

tion property, Ilupon the express condition, however. tliat the suni ta be received be
fold deposited and lcft at the frec disposai of the Ho/y See.» This condition wvas toc,

inuche even for the Quebec Premier, who insists on his previons terrils. These
that are conccded in the next letter in the foilowing words:- " The Pope a/lows t1w
the Goiertitienit to retain the proceeds of the sale as a special deposit ta be disposed

vhat of hiereafter with the sanction of the Holy See." In the next document quoted
has authority is given by Ris Holiness to the Ilfathers of the Society of jesus"I ta
the deai irn the matter directly %with the Government of Qnebec, leaving, however,
Sts, ful libe~rty to the Ho/yý Set Io dispose of tepnrperty as it sees fit. These preiînin-

Set$ aries settled, M. Mercier then addresses the procuratar of the jesuits for the
purpose of fixing the basis of seutlement. He is, in the first place, very parti.cuýar

Ni. ta spccify that properiy authienticated evidence of the foregoing partictaia.'' is
Vith, placed in his hands, and then goes on ta say that, in consenting ta treat, " the

OUS Government does nat recognize any civil obligation, but merely a moral obliga-
tic- tion" ; tha* the compensation given shall be expended exclusiveiy in the pro-

as vince; that the Society shahl grant a complété concession of aIl property, and a
lich renunciation af ail rights, which may have belonged ta the aid Society ; that any
ing ,agreement made shahl be bindi ng only so far as ratifi ed by, the Pope arndLeoislature';
est- that the compensation fixed shall remain as a special deposit in the hands of the
the Government tilI the picasure of the Pope with regard ta it is made known, and
ed that upon it the Society shah, in the meantime, receive four per cent. interest ;

oes and -finaily, that the statute ratifving such agreement shall cantain a clause
ity, enacting that when such seftiemnent is artived at, the Protestant minority wil
the receive a grant iii proportion ta its population in favour of' its educational
me work."
îad To ail of this, clause by clause, the Procurator graciously assents, tili lie

lies cornes ta the hast, when lie very properly remarks that as this clause (that
elf relating ta the Protestant minority) does flot touch the question at issue, hie

the asks ta be dispensed froin replying thereto. Even the Procurator of the lesuits
PC, will not accept M. Mercier's inv"ttion ta legisiate for the IlProtestant n1inority,,"
ing a degree of moderation for which the said Protestant minority shouhd be duly

las grateful. Upon this correspondence, in which the leader af the Governrnent in
re- the Province of Québec so openly laye himself and the Législature of Quebec

80at the disposai of the Holy See, comment Is needîcas. The utnconstituitlonstlity
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