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property and said she was a widow with a young family. He 
answered her civilly and respectfully, and expressed his regret 
that his orders were to burn, but said that he would spare 
the house, which he did. . . . Very soon we saw columns 
of dark smoke arise from every building; and, of what at 
early morn had been a prosperous homestead, at noon there 
remained smouldering ruins. . . . My father had been
dead less than two years. Little remained of all his labors 
excepting the orchard and cultivated fields.”

During the lifetime of her husband, the young wife, who 
had come from New York, had yearned to return to her native 
land ; “could not relinquish the hope of emerging from the 
woods and being once more within the sound of the church
going bell," and had been promised by her husband that after 
she had for six years given “the country a fair trial, if she 
then disliked it, and wished to return to New York, he would 
go back with her; the party feeling by that time would have 
greatly subsided.”

Her daughter continues: “It would not be easy to 
describe my mother's feelings as she looked at the desolation 
around her . . . but there was no longer a wish to return
to New York.”

Captain Samuel White, of the Pennsylvania militia, who 
took part in this invasion, published an account of his experi
ences in a 12mo, Baltimore, 1830. He seems to justify the 
burning, as he claims that the houses burned belonged to 
officers who had been engaged in the expedition against 
Buffalo and Black Rock the year before.

Assuming the good faith of this claim and that it was a 
valid excuse if true, let us see what the expedition of the pre
vious year was. fn December, 1813, a British-Canadian force 
of about fourteen hundred men crossed the River Niagara at 
Lewiston, with the avowed object of attacking the American 
troops at Black Rock and Buffalo, which were assembled, it 
was thought, “to attempt the prosecution of the atrocious 
system begun at Fort George of laying waste our peaceful 
frontier.” The orders of Lieutenant-General Drummond were 
to disperse this force and destroy “the villages of Buffalo and


