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government, and the adoption of a sound system of
colonization, the British possessions in North America
may thus be made the means of conferring on the suffering
‘ classes of the mother country many of the blessings which
' have hitherto been supposed to be peculiar to the social
state of the New World.

\ In conclusion, I must earnestly impress on Your
! Majesty’s advisers, and on the Imperial Parliament, the

paramount necessity of a prompt and decisive settlement
l of this important question, not only on account of the

extent and variety of interests involving the welfare and
security of the British Empire, which are perilled by every
| hour’s delay, but on account of the state of feeling which
‘ exists in the public mind throughout all Your Majesty's
North American possessions, and more especially the two

Canadas.
! In various Dispatches addressed to Your Majesty’s
Secretary of State, I have given a full description of that
| state of feeling, as I found it evinced by all classes and all
parties, in consequence of the events which occurred in
the last Session of the British Parliament. 1 do not allude
now to the French Canadians, but to the English popu-
lation of both provinces. Ample evidence of their feelings
will be found in the Addresses which were presented to
[ me from all parts of the North American Colonies, and
which T have inserted in an Appendix to this Report.!
But, strong as were the expressions of regret and dis-
appointment at the sudden annihilation of those hopes
which the English had entertained of seeing a speedy and
satisfactory termination of that state of confusion and
anarchy under which they had so long laboured, they sunk
into insignificance when compared with the danger arising
from those threats of separation and independence, the
{ open and general utterance of which was reported to me
from all quarters. I fortunately succeeded in calming
this irritation for the time, by directing the public mind

' These add were included in Appendix A, but have not been
reprinted.




