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great inconvenienceofa crowded steerage. Iwas therefore

much surprised to find that although a vessel of only 370
tons, she was carrying out 146 passengers in that part

ofthe ship. I had.however, no cause to regret the choice

I had made, as I found myself inan excellent seaboat with

an active and experienced commander, who had already

crossed the Atlantic seventy-six times; no trifling re-

commodation to a pleasure-seeking passenger. The
weather, for the season of the year, was unusually bois-

terous, and the wind variable ; blowing scarcely for twen-

ty-four hours in succession from any one point of the

compass : but having a good stock of provisions and
pleasant society on board, it mattered little to the cabin

passengers (who were, with one exception, old sailors)

which way the ship's head was ; but to the emigrants,

an increasmg gale was a source of great tribulation and
alarm; the deck resounding with their groans and
prayers until it moderated. The captain and myself
were walking upon deck one squally day, when seeing

several of the steerage passengers sitting on the fore

hatchway, exposed to every sea which came aboard, yet

at the same time apparently regardless of it, we had
the curiosity to ask them, what they were doing there,

and why not below in their berths ? "Why sure now,
Captain," said the spokesman, an Irishman, "and isn't

it that we are waiting here, so that we will be ready to

get into the boats, if the ship goes down ; for we know
you wouldn't wait to call us." The weather itself was
not more variable than their conduct: in a calm, the

Welch and Irish kept the whole vessel in a uproar with

their broils and fighting, which ever arose from national

reflections ; and each man having brought a store of

liquor on board with him, as part of his sea-stock, the

combatants were generally more than half intoxicated

:

while in rough weather, the self-same parties woula
be leagued together singing psalms, in which they were
assisted by the English ana Scotch, who kept aloof dur-

ing the storm of words and war of fists. Amongst the

emigrants, however, were many respectable farmers, who,

with their families, were about to seek their fortunes in

the Now World ; but the majority were artificers, and


