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and from the depot of provisions left there by our naval

expeditions, the now diminished stock of the schooner is

replenished ; and, favoured by an extraordinarily open

season. Captain M'Clintock was able to reach Cape

Walker, and pass down Peel Strait towards King Wil-

liam Land, until brought up on August 17, by fixed ice,

at a point twenty-five miles within its entrance. Baffled,

but not disheartened, Captain M'Clintock bethought

himself of the route suggested by Lady Franklin, by way
of Prince Regent Inlet and Bellot Strait ; and with that

decision which, combined with sound judgment, forms

the most valuable qualification of an arctic navigator, ho

immediately retraced his steps, and by the 20th, or three

days later, was at the eastern entrance of Bellot Strait,

watching for a chance to push through it into the western

sea around King William Land.

The scene in that strait was enough to daunt men less

/iccustomed to such dangers. On either hand precipitous

walls of granite, topped by mountains ever covered with

snow, whilst to and fro, in the space between them, the

ice was grinding and churning with great violence under

the influence of a fierce tide. Like a terrier at a rat-hole,

the stanch Fox waited for an opportunity to run the

gauntlet through this strait. This perseverance w.'*s

partially rewarded, for on the 6th September they were

able to reach its western entrance, though again to be

brought up by a belt of fixed ice which stretched across

the path, and was held together by some islands named

the Tasmania Group. The winter of 1858-59 now set

in, and, much to the chagrin of those on board the Fox,

all hope of reaching the western sea had to be aban-


