
PREFACE.

Having been one of the first commercial adven-

turers to the Columbia River, and having spent

fifteen years of my life travelling among the savage

tribes west of the Rocky Mountains, I was induced,

from time to time, to note down such incidents and

opinions, illustrative of savage life and manners, as

appeared to me either new or interesting.

To the characteristic details of Indian life, I have

added that of personal adventure, the trials and mis-

fortunes which the first adventurers had to undergo

among the Indians in that quarter ; connecting

therewith an account of the trade and conunerce of

the country during the early days of that bold spirit

which animated the first explorers of the Columbia.

These different subjects have been arranged and
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