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this war (1755) it appeared that the quantity of the fiffi

imported by the French (hips, wai i,249,000 quintals of

^ry fifli, and 3,900,000 mudH/h j the value ofboth which,

including 3,1 16 and a quarter ton of train oil drawn from

the blubber, amounted to 926,577. .10, according to

the prime coft of the fifh at Newfoundland ; which, with

the addition of the freight to the feveral markets where

it was fold made 949,192,101. ilerling : and add to this

the confumption of woollen manufadures and brandy

and naval (lores made it at leafl a million of money per

annum. And this trade employed no lefs than 564 (hips,

befides (hallops, and 27,500 fcamen. Now, if we la-

ment the growth of French power, as the-caufe ofthofc

wars that hath depopulated Europe for this century paft j

and are convinced that our own liberties and indepen-

dency are founded on the fuperiority of our naval power

over that of France, would it not, when we fee in how
great a meafure this privilege has contributed, and in

how great a meafure the continuance of it is likely to

contribute to the French power, fofar from being ** un-

*' reafonable," be unpardonable ; and the more fo, if

we condder the nature of the French claim, a matter I

Ihall hereafter attend to ? If they have the leaft (hare of

it, will they not be always encroaching upon pretence

of building huts to refre(h thieir men ? Will they not be

always encroaching on us upon pretence of building

ftages, and curing their fKh ; revoke therefore the

privileges granted them on the coaft of Newfound-

land? But, as the French likewife carried on a

great trade with mud fi(h, which were not under

a neceiHty of being cured and dried, make it a

pain of con(ifcation both of (hip and freight, if

any of thofe fi(h are found on board j and, in order to

render
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