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and, finally, the ri'.siduc of dislilhitioM <»(' tlie same lor oil for VI hours

contains, aceonlin^' to Wurtz {Dii'l, p. <3;!'.>) :

—

C. SiO... AljO;,. MnOaiidCivO. F.-jO,.

3:j-oo :3!>70 'jo-rrj oir, o-KJ = loo-oo

It will be observed that there is a decided contrast between tho rela-

tive amonnts of th(! constituents, and those of undisputed coals, and it

may be conveniently noted hero, that "almost all the more eminent

chemists on the Continent are agreed, that tho Torbanhill mincnil is a

Hhale" (Cheiiiiml Nnrn, iii, lii'.t).

The substance most analogous in character to Torbanito is, perhaps,

the stellarito of New Glasgow, in this province, which I originally

described (J'aIIii. N. I'hU. Jt^l., July, iHLiU) in lH(i(), and whicdihas been

frequently referred to since {Miiicraloiji/ i>j' Nmui Si'otiit, p 'Jt, ct W'/.

;

also Trmin. N. S. Jii.it., IHtiS—•!'.>). sonietinu'S (('ii'iilmjij nf C'lu'iili, 180:3

— ()t», p. 377, ct .fi'ij.) in connection with "oil-coals" reseiid)ling it, found

in the same district. The ash of the fii'st (|ualit,y of mineral consists

essentially of insoluble sandy clay; acid dissolves a little iron and

alumina, little or no lime, traces of sulphuric acid, ami some little mag-

nesia. The a.sli of the second quality is much more abundant, and

consists chietly of sandy clay, bat it gives to acid a notable amount of

ferric oxide ; sulphuric acid and lime aic also present in decided quantity.

The substance is called by Dawson {Aciiiliini( Ji'nln'ji/, 2nd edition, p. y3'J)

"a fossil swamp-muck or mud," and this ho speaks of in another place

(Jour. Ocoh Hoc,., xxii, p. 05) as being the nature of earthy bitumens and

highly bituminous shales of the coal-formation generally.

An examination of somo fire-clays from tho neighbourhood of tlio

New Glasgow locality of stcllarile, afforded me results (juite similar to

those from the ash of tho mineral ; that is to say, besides the sandy clay

itself, the soluble portion contained ferrous carbonate, ferric oxide, and

alumina, scarcely a trace of lime, a little sulphuric acid, and apparently

more magnesia, find this I have veiy little doubt would be found to bo

the case with tlie ash of the " oil coals" of the district generally,

except, of cour.sc, as to the ferrous carbonate.
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