
4 SILVA OF NORTH AMERICA. LILIACEjE.

Yucca, of which about eij^hteen species can be distinguished, is confined to the New World, where

it ranges from Maryland, western Iowa, South Dakota, and southern California, to Lower California,

Yucatan, and Central Anicrica, the region of its greatest developnuiit being in the territory adjacent

to the boundary between the United States and Mexico. Twelve sj)eeies' inhabit the United States,

eight of them assuming tlu' habit, and attaining the size of trees, while the others are stendess. At

least one arborescent s]iecies-' is endemic in northern Mexico, one'^ ranges from southern ]\Iexico to

Guatemala; the flora of Yucatan contains another arborcj- ent Yucca,' and several still little known

species have been found in Lower California." The tertiary rocks of western Europe contain remains

which indicate tiiat Yucca is an ancient fonn, and tliat it was once more widely scattered over the

earth's surface than it is at present."

The saponaceous root-stocks of Yuccas are used by Mexicans and Indians as a substitute for soap.'

TJie fibrous wood is occasionally sawed into lumber, and has been mam actured into paper-pulp.

The fleshy fruits of several species, wiiich contain a large amount of sugar, are edible, and in Mexico

are fre<|uently nuule into a fernuMited beverage, which is occasionally distilled." The tough fibres of

the leaves of the Bear Grass, Vucca Jilamentosa," are used domestically in the United States in binding,

aiul those of sonu? of the Mexican species are made into ropes. The leaves of most of the .species

were woven into baskets by the Indians, wiio used them also in the manufacture of mats and whi])s ; '"

and the tender ends of the growing stems are roasted and eaten in Mexico." The young stems of

'ill If

* By means «if tlie artificiiil tV<'Uiuljition of different species per-

formed in his giirilen at Mjirseilles sevenil years ago, Monsieur

Deleuil secured largo tiuautities of "eed, from whii'h be has raised

a number of hybrid Yucnis. (See Deh'uil, Her. Hurt. 1880, li'J."*. —
Aiidrtf, liev. {{art. 188;j, 109.) One of these hybrids, produced by

crossing Y'ucva UtvujiiUi^ itself a hybrid of Yucca nhufoUa and a form

of Yucca ghucot with Ywca gUiuca is now cnltivateil iu uiany gar-

dens as Yurcc Cttrrierct (Audr(^, L c. 1895, 81, f. 21-23).

- Yucca Jilifera, Cliabaud, liev. Ilort. 1870, IIW, f. 97. — Car-

riire, Rer. Hort. 1879, 202 ; 188-1, Xy f. 12, i:J.— Sargent, Garflen

and Forctt, i. 78, f. 13, 14. — Oard. Chron. ser. 3, iii, 743, f. 97,

100. — Fenzi, Bull. Soc. Tosc. Ort. ser. 2, iv. 278, t.9. — ISaker,

Bol. M ig. cxvii. t. 7197. — Trelease, Hep. Mis.^uuri Hot. (jard. iv.

193.

Yucca baccuta, $ afuttrali.'<, Engelmann, Trans. St. Louit Acad.

iii. 44 (iu part) (1873). — Watson, 2*rm: Am. Acad. xiv. 252 (iu

part). — Baker, Jour. Linti. Soc. xviii. 229 (iu part).

Yucca australis, Trelease, /. r. iii. loJ (in part), t. 3, 4 (1892) ;

iv. 19(» (iu pHvt).

Yucca Jilt/era, tlie largest of the Yiiceiis uow known, is a tree,

ofteu lifty feet iu hi-'iglit, with a trunk frecMieutly twenty feet tall

and five feet in diameter, and many wide-spreading liranehes, and

is dislin;;iii.-liable from all other .species by its pendulous panicles

of (lowers and fruit, which are often six feet in length. It forms

HpL'u forests of great extent on the plains wliieh rise from the lower

Rio (iranilc to the Sierra Madre, and ranges southward to San

Luis I'otosi. Introduced nearly forty years ago into the gardens

of Kurope, it U also occasionally cultivated iu some of the Texan

towns aloug the Uio Grande, and iu mu-theru Mexico, where it is

often used iu the neighborhood of Monterey and SaltUlo to form

stockades.

' i'ueca Guatemaletisi'i, Baker, Ile/u'fium linf.v.t. 313 (1872);

Junr. Itiiiti, Sttr. I. (-.222. — Kngelmatin, /. c. 38. — \V'atson, /. c.

251. — Ilcmsley, Bot. Biol. Am, Cent, iii. 371. —Trelease, /. c. 102;

iv. 184, t. 1, 2, 10.

This arborescent nuieh-braiieluMl .species, which is little known iu

a wild state, is said to he one of Iht- comuiou Yuccas iu the gardens

of southern France and the Hivicra, where it usually appears as

Ytu'ca Draroni.t, nlthongh it is not the Liunieaii plant of that name.

(See Baker, Kvw Bull. Misc. In/ormatiout Jainniry, 1892, 7.)

* Yucca Y'ucatana, Kugelmaun, I.e. 37 (1873). — ^Vatson, I.e.

251. — Baker, Jour. Linn. Soc. A c. 222. — Uemsley, /. c— Tre-

lease, /. c. 45 ; /. (',

^ Brandegec, Prw. Cal. Acad, ser. 2, ii. 208, t. 11 (7V. Baja

Cal.) ; iii. 175.

" Bureau, Mem. PuhUes par le Soc. PhUomathique a VOcctision du

Centenaire de sa Fondation^ 255, t. 2u {Etudes sur la Flore Fosnile

du CaUaire Grassier Parisien).

' Loew, Wheeler's Rep. iii. 009. — Palmer, .4 m. iN""/!/. xii. 040.

—

Abbott, Proc. Am. Phil. Soc. u. ser, svi. 251 (.4 Chemical Study oj'

Yucca anfjustifolia')- — Newberry, Papular Science Monthly, xxxii.

42 {Food and Fihre PUmts of the Xorth .{mtrican Indians).

" Ilavard, Bull. Tomy Bot. Club, xxiii. 37 {Drink Plants oj' the

North American Indians).

* Liuuieus, Spec. 319 (1753). — Walter, /'/. Car. 1-24.— Bot.

May. xxiii. t. 900. — UedouttS Liliactex, v. t. 277, 278.— Elliott,

S/c. i. 400. — Li)iseleur, Herb. Amat. iv. t. 258. — Chapman, Ff.

485. — Kngelmaun, /. .. 51. — Watson & Coulter,. 6'm.v''* Man. ed.

0, 524.

This stendess aiul very variable species inhabits sandy barren

sni and ahandoued fields in the neighborhood of the coast from

southern M.tryland suuthward U* Florida and westward along the

southern borders of the (julf states to Louisiana. It is the best

known of all iho Yuccas iu northern f;ardens, which it enlivens iu

midsummer with its great panicles of large ivory-white Mowers

The tough leaves of this species are twisted and used in the

southern states for hanging hams and for other domestic purposes.

Attempts have been made to utilize their fibre 'ommereially ; but,

thnugh it is exceedingly strong and cheaply produced, the shortness

(tf Yucca-tibre h.'ssens Its value, anil it has not yet been success-

fully introduced into Cinnmerre. (.See Forcher, Resource'^ of South-

,'rn Fields and Forests, 530. — C. U. Dodge, IL S. Dept. Ayric.

Fihrr Iiire.Htiyation Rep. No. 5, 70 [.1 Report on the Liof Fibres of the

Uuittd Slate.i].)

"^ Ihuard, Garden and Forest, iii. 031.

" Barllett, Ihrsimul Narrative i<l' Explorations and Incidents in


