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ns a Sovoreigii, who, wishing: to show mcivy to a ciii»itiil oonvict, miiy ttillior grant liiii* n r«innil8«ii(m of all

pnniHliiiK-nt, or may Icmivc him wulijett to Hotim li^':l(;r inriu'tion. Thus, on scvoral occuHions, somo of whioh

nro of lucent date, tho Exoiutivi' of tliis I'loviiico, Iiuh coiumiiteil tho (Mipital jxiiiiHhmeut into puiial Horvitudot

for a certain period of timo. Now no one who is versiMi in tho Sacreil VVritingK, will deny that many inntances

oucur tliore of (iud'H rumitling the e^4^unt,.ll i^nilt and the uturnal puiUKliniont due to it, and yet leaving a toin-

porury pnniHhmunt to be endured by tho pen:loiit sinner. Few out of many facts of this kind, recorded in

Holy Writ, will wuHice to illustmfe this merciful dealing of <Jof] with sinful man.

Thus, for exani]>le, the tieutemu; of hpinlual doath and everjastiii;,' tormonts wa8 roiaittod to our first

fiitber, u|>on his repentance, but not that of suttbrinfjs and corporal death whioh l:an pan.^d to liis posterity.

Thus, also, when Clod reversed tho severe sentence ng.iinst the idolatrous Israelites, he nddod :
" nevertheless,

in tho day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon iIkmu."'— KjumI 'J'hus, again, when the iospirod Ntitban

said to David, that model of penitent-' :

'* the Lord hath put away thy sin, ho added :
" novorthele8.s, the child

that is born unto thee, shall die."

—

Hiir^s. Tho Catholic Oiiureh ti'ulies that the same is still tho common

course of Gtid's mercy and wisdom, in the forjfiveness of sins committed after Liaptism. Tho ossentinl guilt

acd eternal punishment of sin, she declare.^, can only be e.\[)iatod by tho precious merits of our liedoenior,

Jesus Christ. But a certain temporal punishment (iod reserves for the penitent himself U) endure, lest tho

easiness of his pardon should make him cnrele.>K about tailing back into sin. •' Hence, satisfaction for this

temporal punishment has been instituled by Christ as a part of the conditions on which wo arc to expect tho

remission of sin. And, hence, " a Christian life'' as the Council of Trent has declared, " ought to bu u peni-

tential life." ••
^

Keeping this doctrine before his eyes, no Oatliolic will be at lo.ss what to answer, when asked by our

separated brethren, why we fist in tho Catholic Church. He will, at oikw, tell them :—Wifa.st in i>rder

to mortify tbu f?ohli, the better to overoon^o sin, and ciMuiuor the tempt. ilions of tho enemy of mankind, in

accordance with tho words of our IJicssed Redeemer to his Apostles :
" This kind of devil ciuinot be cast out

otherwi.se than by prayer and fasting.'' We fast ia order to humble ourselves, and do jtenaiice for our sins,

that so, like the Ninivites, we may obtain mercy of (iod. Wo fast to subline and restrain our piissions which>

unle.s8 curbed, would soon became masters, instead of servants. " Treat thy .slave indulgently, says tho Holy

Ghost, und he will rebel ag;.i list thee." " (^Jive thy soul her desires, and she will make theu a joy to thy

enemies." liut the principal reason W(( have to fust, is to do penance for the sins wj have had the misfortunu

to commit, and by that means, avert tho wrath of (Jod, from us, as many sinners did, mentioned in Holy Writ.

For those, therefore, who do not \wm pious/1/, soix//;/, and justly, at other limes, this fast of Lent is pectdiarly

necessary. And, to all it is u.-<eful ; for let us bo as dilligent as possible, there is no one, says Saint liornard,

who.so soul, ill its inteiioiirse with the world, does not contract pomeiiiinu of its dust.

Now, Beloved Brethren, in order to enter into the spirit of the (iiiindi, during this holy season, wo

should consider that by fasting on one un'al a day, and abstaining from tlo.-h meat on certain days in the week,

wo have discharged but a small portion of the duty enjoined on us. Wo have, as yet, fulfilled only the letter

of the Law. Tho spirit is to be observed. Ft behooves us, particularly, during this penitential season, to

take great care to reform our lives, to rule our passions, and bring the tlesh under subjection to tho spirit. Let

usbowaro in those days of penance that wo fall not into sin which does not cnly annul the merit of the fast, but

brings down greater judgement upon us. As we fast in body from meat, our soul must fast from sin. This

is tfw 2}erf0:t fast tohic/i (iotl has c/iosrn, without which tho other will do us no good' What more absurd, says

a pious Author, than, while we fast to appease the wrath of God, to provoke him by now oflfences! While

we mortify the body, to permit the soul to fall a prey to tho devil by sin ! P].\ternal works of penance can

deceivo men ;
they cannot impose on Him who reject." whatever doe.s not come from a sincere a!»d pure heart.

A change of life, a passing from vice to virtue, .and from wordly to heavenly desires, behold the worthy fruits

of penance which we are to bring forth during this holy season !
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