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spirit never leaves him. The occupa ­
tion is so full of variety and interest, 
that the mind constantly reverts to 
it. He has plenty of drudgery also. 
Sitting up till midnight or daylight to 
make a good resume of some dry speech 

is not pleasant work ; digesting long 
and complicated reports, and many

WAITING FOR THE EDITOR.

His perseverance is unmeasurable, his 
tact perfect, his courage undoubted, and 
his audacity—perhaps he least said of 
this the better ! But i ust be of a 
very peculiar nature—there must be no 
swagger about it. A reporter should 
not be what is best described by the vul­
gar term “ cheeky.” Such a one will 
never succeed. He must rather have 
a quiet determination which will over- 
come all obstacles, together with a mod­
est demeanor and sufficient self-con­
fidence “ not to stand any nonsense ; ” 
be fluent of speech and speak with 
authority when he has anything to say; 
have a perfect knowledge of men and 
things of interest, and be an easy, rapid 
and fluent writer. It may be said that 
such a man would be a pa agon of ex­
cellencies. However this may be, a 
first-class reporter is not often met, and 
seldom remains a reporter very long, 
except under specially favorable cir­
cumstances, for the opportunities to 
pursue other occupations, if he be a 
man of good character, are not few. 
But once a reporter, the reporting
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other duties, are mere drudgery, and 
form no small fraction of his duties. 
To these, however, are added the ex­
citement belonging to the work of a de­
tective who is employed in searching 
out hidden things ; that of a lawyer ex­
amining and cross-examining a witness 
in order to arrive at the truth ; of a judge 
weighing the evidence from all sides to 
come to something like a satisfactory 
decision on troublesome questions. It 
may be thought that this is an ideal 
view of a reporter, and that the reality 
is never met with in real life. But the 
ideal has often been reached, and during 
the comparatively short life of the WIr- 
ness there have been connected with ft 
in this and other capacities gentlemen 
whose names rank with the highest 
in commercial and professional life. 
The ranks of the press in England, 
France, and the United States, as well as 
Canada, are constantly being infringed 
on to fill those of legislators, business 
men and authors. There is one thing
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