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Speaker's Ruling

[Englishl [English]

Having studied the circumstances of each of these cases and
having reviewed the rulings referred to by the hon. member as
well as otiiers touching on this matter, the conclusions I draw are
quite different.

The status granted to minor parties for procedural purposes in
certain of these cases was Uic resuit of Uic political exigencies of
Uic time. In none of these instances did thc Chair act unilateral-
'y.

In his ruling of September 30, 1963, at page 386 of thc
Journals, Speaker Macnaughton, whule dealing with thc status
of a New Democratic Party in Uhc House, pointed out that thc
status of a Party in the House was for the House itself to decide.

Speaker Macnaughton also made two comments which I feel
arc very important and which I would likc to quote to tic House.
He said:

It la in consequence ainong the duties of the Speaker to see that te Standing
Orders of lte House are followed in lte course of ils procedures and that the
privileges o! tbe House. once they have been dot med and recognized. are
probected. lb la also the duty o! thxe Speaker te be impartial and removed from
poliils. wbich bas already been my aim since, bonourable members, you did me
the honour te elect me as your Speaker.
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1 ami stili quoting Speaker Macnaughton.

Il scens te, me tat baving ini mind the authoribies from Sir Erskine May te
Lord Campion, from Bourinot to Beascherte. and from Anson 10 McGregor
Dawson and unany others. a situation sucb as taI o flO acing tbc House nmst tt
rcsolved by te House itscif. Il ia flot one wbcre the Speaker ougbt by bimself to
take a position where any group o! immbers rnigbt feel titat their interests as a
group or a party have been prejudiced. Nor sbould the Speaker be put in tb.
position wbere he mnust decide, to the advantage or t0 the disadvantage of any
group or parly. matters afYecting the character of existences of a party. for Ibis
surely would signify that the Speaker bas taken what ia almost a political
decision, a decision wbere the question involves the rigits and privileges of the
House itseilf

[Transklton]

In Uic Journals of February 18, 1966 at page 159, Speaker
Lamoureux, in Uic ruling on ministerial statements rcferred to
by the hon. member for Winnipcg-Transcona, was loath to
institute any change in tic practices of Uic House at that time
and indicated that lie would flot veer from the contemporary
practice until such time as thc House amcnded thc Standing
Orders to do otherwisc.

Ini October 1979, when Uic issue of party status was again
raised, Speaker Jeromie retumned to Uie 1963 ruling of Speaker
Macnugliton to reiterate that this matter is not Uic responsibil-
ity of Uic Speaker to decide but rather, a matter for the House. I
would draw Uic attention of members to Uic words of Speaker
Jerome on page 69 of Uic Debates for October 11, 1979.

In his presentation, the hon!. member for Winnipeg
quoted fromi a subsequent ruling of Speaker Jeronit
November 6, 1979, and found at page 1009 of the Dei
ruling concernied the Chair's responsibility to proteci
of members of smnall parties.

One of the portions of the ruling quoted only in 1
hon. member is worth repeating:

The House will recognize in what 1 have tried te do, 1 thiok bot
the spirit of the protection of minorities ini the House and ais'
generosity of the House, that what those inembers are entitled to ct
them with a generosity and a recognition that respects lte fact
mnembers of a political party, so long as it does flot give (hem an a
they would flot otherwise efljoy as fîin lembera anid, secondly, sO 1
flot deprive other members of their right to participate in solfie w.

[Translation]

Yet again, Speaker Jerome declined to go bcyond tt
porary practices of the House while ensuring that th,'
the individual member were protected..

This important theme was once again taken Up in 2
Speaker Fraser given on December 13, 1990 and four1
16703 to 16707 in the Debates. At that tirne th,'
declared in vcry strong ternis that the basic rights anid
of individual members of whatever political persuaSlO
protecteti by the Chair. Stating, on page 16704:
pledges to do its utmost to continue to serve this
evcn-handed and impartial a manner as possible".

[Englishj

In Uic current circumns
cratic Party caucus has
continue to ensure Uiat
fairly by the rules.

In arguing his case, Uic hon. member for
acknowlcdged Uiat his party's situation c'
without, what lic called, "an appropriate
différence between some previous situati(
wc find ourselves in at thc moment".

1 find myscîf agreeing with tUiclhon. mer
my view, what he called "an appropriate
situation must be found not in your Speakg
Uic House acting as a whole.
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[Translation]

At thi- hnn aiha.r frir 1.111T
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