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electibn iwas coming ou, and it nay occur that the
revising otticer is not accessible, or he may be ont
of copies of the list, and the Queen's Printer has to
le sent to. and lie shoul certify them, as lie is the i
ottieer who coipares them.

Mr. DAVIES (1. E.I.) Does the lion. gentlenian
propose that they shotuld be certitied by the Queen's
Priinter, or that Le shoulci simliply4 lbe a sulbstitute
for the revising officer ?

Sir JOHN THO\iPSON. I propose that they
mîav be certified by one or the other. Then. I thinîk
the scheduîle of fees for returnîing officers needs to
lie revised in two or three particulars. The House
bas laid the duty on the deputy returiing officer of
retuing the iballot box to the returning otficer.
but we have limited the fees to a certain uînnmber
tif miles. and I propose to allow the deputy retîurn-
inîg otticer for any actual travelling lie nay have to
un rigt under the Act, and. insteai of the presenit
rate. which I think is 11 cents a mile, to allow
him 12- cents a mile for necessary travelling. I
think also> there should ble some addition to the
remuiiiiieration of the retuning efficers. and in
reg-ard te> thiis I an acting on information I have
receivedi frimn otticers of the 9;overi1nmentt not only
as to returninîg offleers in large comnnuities. but
also in regard to information furnished lv the
AuditorI ieral, who has supervision over their
aceouits anditi is able ti speak- authoritativelv as to
the remînuieration the law allows them. I propose
therefore that, in adldition to the present allowance
t)f .6. thev shal receive the amoiunt of 2 a poll
wiei there arte more than thirty polls in the riding.
In cities like Nlontre.-al and Toronto, where the
ridings are very large. it is abnînst imupossible to
get returning otficers to serve for the reumuneration
whicl the law allows. Of course. the returning
offieeri has tno- power to increase his remuneration
Iv inereasing the number of polls.because that is I
regulated by the revisinîg otticer.

Mr. 31ILLS (Botlhwell). I would ask the linis-
ter of .Justice whetler lhe lias considered the propo-
siti)i as to the qualitication of the returning offi-
Cer-s ? Of course, where the returning officer
cccupies an important official position such as
sheriff or registrar, there is a guarantee for the dis-
charge of his luties, but we know that mianyi-
ersas have been appoiited against whomn youi

might bring an action anui get judgient, but they î
have nothing. and there is nu means by which you
can eiforce the penalties of the law against themli.
I think. as long as the Crown has unlimiited dis-
cretion in the appointneit of returning officers,
there s ou.l be some provision by which the personi
appointed should tbe amnenable to the ruirements
of the law, and, therefore, some qualiication ought
to ie required. It should be somne person holding
property in fee-sinple to a certain amuount, because
it mighît be found very inconvenient to require the
returning ofticer to give a guarantee for the perforn-
anee of his dutty. - There should be soune protection
given to the pubblie and to the candidates by provid-
ing for some qualification or other on the part of the
returning othicer. The Minister bas proposed that I
the Queen-'s Printer mnay certify to the list
instead of the reising officers. I do not
see how lie can certify to the list, especi-
ally lhe could not do so if the list was printed
elsewhere than in the public departnent. U the
County of Kent, ny attention was called to the

voters' ist in which whole pages were oniitted.
The niaines were niot there. The revising oticer
said he did not know how or wlhere the mistake
occurred. He helieved he lad sent the list pro-
perly revised to the deparitment here. but the list
was not received lack properly printed. There
were whole paires of names omitted. How couid
the Queen's Printer say that was a correct list ?
The revising otticer coud nmake a stateient of that
kind :lout I do not se what value the certiticate of
the Queen's Printer would have. I do not see how
anv une other thani the revising ottieer or his clerk
couled certify to the correctness of the lists.

.r. TROW. I hope the -Minister will see that
it is made imperative for the revising barrister to
niake these certiticates. li reference to the addi-
tional sums to bie paid to the returning officers of
.S2 per poll. it seems to me to le a large inicrease.
because in many ridings there are 60 polling sulb-
divisions. ani- that wouhl ahl 10Ù per cent. to the
salary of the returning otficer. li scores of in-
stances there are at least 50 sub-divisions, which at
$2 each, wuld make a very considerable sui.

Sir JOHN THO.\PSON. Only for the ad-
ditional number.

Ir. TROW. Suppoe there are 60 sub-divi-
solos.

-Mr. CHAPLEAU. Then lie is paid 8120 iii-
stead of 460.

Mr. CHARLTON. The history of legislation in
coinection with the Frunchise Bill, is a very in-
terestinàg one. I do not know whether we will ever
get done tinkering with it ; but I ho .the 3iniste:
of Justice will one of these days ta-e the sensible
course of consigning it to the limbllo of usess tliings.
Now, thtis proposition to give the Queeis Printer
power to certify to the list, I believe to le à very
objectionable one. Viewing the Bill in the liglt of
all its antecedents, I am very suspicious of it. This
Bill ns introduced for the purpose of oltaiingèan
unîjust advantage, it was palpably an unjust lVill.
After we iad been fighting it three or four months,
soute of the more uijust provisions of the Bill were
eliminated, but it is still essentially unjust, ani
unnecessauy, and always will be. Now, the G overn-
ment has control of the printing of these lists. It
appoints the revising barrister who mnakes th1ese
lists. The revisinig barrister holds office during the
pleasure. practically, of the Governmîîenît, lie is their
appointee and their creature. He makes these lists
which are sent to the Government printing office at
Ottawa, ;ud there is no safeguard, no cheek that
canl Ie imuposed by the public in the public interesi.
If that list is to be revised and certified by the
Queen's Printer, the whole machinery in that case
is in the hands of the Gotvernment. The Opposition
literally and absolutely are at the niercy of the
Goveruneit.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. Will the lion. gentle-
man let us go into Conmittee ?

Motion agreed to, Order discharged, and House
again resolved itself into Committee.

(In the Committee.)

On the second schedule,
31r. TROW. I think the mileage allowed secns

to be excessive. There is one item in whieh I hope
the Miinister will make a little change, that ii
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