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Mr. ROWERS-now lie knows all about flshing, MNr. FLINT. I cannot help thinkinig that the
the hon. Minister atlirns, arnd I think his word iii inister of Marine, who has charge of this Bill,
regard to Hudsons Bay was worth just as iic as showed a warimth rather lisproportionate to the
it is in regard to this tishing. character of the dicussionî in replying to the hon.

Mr. FAUVEL. We have heard several lion. Member for Bothwell (Mr. MiUls), who'e observa-
nembers fromn Nova Scotia speak on this question, tions were certainly, althougli strong. and. per-
and as I represent one of the maritime counties of haps, too strong, altogether of an abstraect charae-
Quebec I beg also to say a few words upon the ter. WVhen referring to the -Minister of Marine
subject. I an aware that for the last two yars and IFisieries lie didl not refer particularly to the
the Quebec Roard of Trade has inade representation lion. gentleman who is at present ccupying that
to the Departnent of Fisiheries asking the depart- ottice, but he referred to the otlce itself. and the
ment to put a stop to the destructive practice of power given by this House to the linister for ail
fishing with purse-seines. I nay add that as soo>n tilie to cone. It is to be regretteil that the Gov-
as the Departnent of Fisheries received these facts erunient is not legislating on thisn iatter unîder
fron the Quebec Board of Trade the departient circuistances which would enable all members of
did not believe them, and they askeil for further the House who are interested in this question to
evidence. I may remark that the Quebee Boardi discuss it more intelligently than they are able to
of Traie lias, on several Occasions, written to do. To a certain degree this legislation is beig
nie ini my county asking for facts concerning introduced ani carried through under what we
this style of fishing. I know that on the coast of Illiglit call a sort of panie. Althougli lion. mueni-
Labrador the population is in a starving condition, bers have criticised various provisions of this mnea-
froi the fact that, having beenî accustomîed to sure pretty severely they have ail, apparentily. le-
subsist on these fisheries, that these fisheries have cided to waive their views. whatever their views
so dwindled awav by reason of this engine of may be, as to the effect of purse-seines gener-
destruction. the purse-seine, that the people ally :yet the ;overnment lve not given this
are no longer able to procure a subsistence. j House or the country all the evidence that should
nay add that formnerly on the Labrador coast lhe given before such drastie and important leg-
ny tirm had two large fishing establishments islation shoull be entered into. Although I an
and since these purse-seines camne into use willing to admit that, as regards the evidence
mv fisiermnen refuse to go fishing on those coasts, preseintebtlly the Minister, the weight of evi-
stating that the time for fishing with hook and line dence is arainst the use of purse-semies, as re-
had passed, and the purse-seines were reapin the gards the eet on our inshore fisheries generally,
benefit which they had formerly lived upon. I may yet it mîust not lbe taken for granted that all in-

say also that these engines are of a %ery deadly telligent men interested in the subject agree with
nature. They take fish small and large, and of all the evidence ad<mced by t he Minister. ' There is

sorts, and the fishermen take out of the seines ;no doubt that a large quauity of evidence cau be
only what is required for the market, leavinîg the jadduced froi parties interested in the fisheries
snall species to poison the waters. I have been antagonistic to the Use of purse-semes in the
living for, twenty-five years on the Baie des Cha- fisheries,-yet, at the sane time, there is a large
leurs. Tén years ago we hadany amount of niack- and inteigent mmority who take a diametricallyhaeopoie0nly to niake tatsaerel iii ouir bays ' but for the last twoy lav'e ovew. I is fair tthat state-
not seen one.nackerel*taken .in our: waters. Iam ment to the House. .I have lbeei carried awav to
pleased that the Minister of Marine has broughtthis large extentby the statements made on the sub-
Bill before the Hoûse, ant I am- isure that he will -ject, and no dout the observations of an hon. gen-
receive the sup rt of theQuebec Board of Trade, tieman with the expberienée and weight of the hon.
which has at altimes heen alarmed'at the -deple- gentlenan who has just taken bis seat are entitled
tion of thesefisheries. I nasay, with regard to to enormpouswmeight. At the sane ntie, there are
the clause in .this -Bill;concerning the . penalty, I other gentlemen with whom I have conversed
agree .with. the-,Governmert -that· sone.drastic who statein thé mostpositive termsnthat in their
mieasures must- be resorted to,.and I think that opmhion the danagiing effect of.purse-seines bas been
when'this legislation .cones into effect offenders veryiiiuch exaggerated,am.there isreasonitobelieve

against the law should not~only be fined,.but their that thé depletion of the nshore tisheries, whieh we
nets and purse-seines should. also be confiscated. all regret-the nackerel fishery particularly-has
Why We have seen snuuggling-done in tie lower 1 not been the. result of the use of purse-senes
St. ·Lawrenc lately and have ,not these vessels to ay. very great extent. I. agree, to a large
been taken and confiscated-by thé Goverinent? extent, with the view taken by the hon. menber for

What difference. is there -between snuggling. con- Çharlotte. ß(r.. Gillmor), that -we are: not yet ac-

traband goods and Ismuggling'. with regard to the quainted withthe habits of'nigratory fish and we
fisheries.. I hold that these'offen;es are'identical. are not prepared to.say that thé decline of the im-

The fisheries in the Gulf are dwindling away' they shore fisheries, particularly mackerel, has been
must.be protected, 'and the fishermen nust also. be altogether <ue to the use of purse-semes durng the
protectet. li doing so the Government will be last few years. It would have beén much better

conferring a'bénefit on' the fishermen and also on! had the Governmient, durimg ,the last four or five
the ofittters, because the :fisheries will be con- years this subjecthas been under discussion, and
tinued as before. The fishermen will prosecute the durng whichthey have heen receivig the fuîland
mackerel fisheries; as did their ancestors, by hook able reports of .their officers, asked this Huse to
and line. Let one and all have a, chance to. catch appoint a commission or committee to gather evi-
the flsh. Let the poor man.have the advantage to dence on both sides, and sce if we are not proposing
take fishi at his door, and do not leave it solely to the Jto legislate 'to a large extent in the: dark. How-

capitalit~, with a large engine of .destructiôn. I ever, I will not dlweil further on thuis point, as -it
have muchi pleasure in supportinsg the Bill. i has~ been tacitly agreed, I think, that we shall


