
OOûxMONS DEBÀTE8.
afthe Tie*-Admiralty Court was defned and extended, and
in one ,espet the worda that are used are ambignous.
Seotion 40 of the Act saya: " Claies for seamen's wagea"
Ithas been held uy the Judge of the Court of Ontario that
the efeet of thewords I have read from the Act of 1863
s to do wway entirely with the terms of the clause

in the lechant Shipping Act, so that seamen who have a-
elaim for a mere trin, $10, $12 6r $15, or any suM
whatever, bave a right, under the decision of that Court, to
have the vessel arrested, notwithstanding the owner may
be pefectly'solvent, and there is no apeoial reasoa for the
interf.renee of that extraordinary power. Ipropose, bt
this Bill, te declare that the jurisdictio% of the Court is as
was defmed by the Merchant Shipping Aot of 1854, and
unless the amount excoeeded $200. or unless the owner should
be bankrupt or insolvent, or unless the vesoel be under
seizare, or unless the seaman has been put ashore at a
distance from the rsidence of the master or owner
exceeding 20 miles, the Court shall net have juriadiction.

B:l1 read the first time.

INSPECTION OF M:OKED IERRINGS.

Mr. MOUSSEAU moved that the House resolve itseolf
into Committee of the Whole to consider the following
resolution

Resolved,-That the Act passed in the forty-third year of Her
Mest 'reign intituled: "An Act to amend 'The General Inspection
Act oi874,suand the -%ct amending it,' be amended by repealing the
tariff of fees to be collected for the ipection of smoked herringa,
contained in the third sectio, and substituting the fàllowing:--

(a, For each box of smoked herrings-one cent.tb) For each baif box of smoked herrine-one haif cent.
(e) For each quarter box of enoked herrings-one quarter cent.

Resolution considered in Committee and reported.

Mr. LONGLEY said ho had scarcely had time to read the
resolutions, but if the intention was to reduce the fee for
inspecting smoked herrings fron two cents to one cent per
box, he quite concurred in the proposed amendment of the
Act. Ie would like to have an option, but as that might
not be the btter course and might be.considered a departure
from the principle pervading the Act, ho would offer no
objection.

Mr. GILLMOR said when the recommendation was made
last year h. was informed by the Minister of Inland
Revenue that inpection would not be compulsory. Thi»s
regulation would b. a very onerous one to his constituents.
He supposed that about 300,000 boxes of smoked herrings
were produced in bis county, and with a tax of halff
a cent per box the barden woutlI be ver: serious. Up
to the present time there had been no inspection, and he
could see ne possible good to be derived frome tan inspection
of smoked herrings. The previous Minister of Inland
Revenue Department had assured him that inspection wouldt
not b oenforWc unles the cunty decidqd that it should be
done in the publie interest. If he could have such an
assurance as that now, ho would make no objection. He
assured the lHouse that this tax would he found a serous
burden and could serve no possible purpose. Most of tthis
aish went to the West Indies and to the United States ; very .
little indeed was consumed at home. The tax would be
normous. Tho boxes cost about 5 conts each and contained
7 to -8b.. of fsh, s'> a tax of half a cent on each box would
b. Uubarable. -'He was -sre the Government would
not Impose 4his burden if they understood the circumstances,
for It wuld be one of the most unfortunate things the'
Government ever attemnim

1r. LONGLIEY aid he could appreciate the objectioni
Of"al hon. frieud. At the same time, looking at the, matter

l.

from bis own stand point, he was fiully satisfled with the
eonditions of the Bill. The only argument that could be

soed against the imposition of the- inspection fee, as relating
to the olam of ih in which his hn. iend was interested,
wohld relate to their inferiority or lesser value-than those
caught in the- county he (r. Longley) had the honor to
renresent. Possibly in relation to the particular class of

l caght in the Grand Manan, the inspection would b.eof
less value than in respect of fish worth two or three times
as mueeh. In regard to the inferior clam of lesh, the inspec-
tion would have the effect of improving their quality, and
in the end a benefit would accrue te those who eured thef fsh.
Re bad no hositation in saying, in respect to the eless of fih
caught in the Digby Basin, the inspecuon would be worth
a good deal more than it w'ould cost. There would he one
cent- per box paid for the inspection, and sooner or later
the curers of fish would reap an advantage of, perchance,
five cents per box, in conlequence of the standardof fish
boing raised. He hoped that the in-pection would be of
advantage to al emoked herrings caught througbout the
Dominion. Thei fsh caught in the Digby Basin were
known abroad, where they sometimes brought very higlh
prices, and it was an industry of such magnitude that
it deserved to ho fostered in every possible way. He
was mis-reported the other day whon this subject came up
when ho was made to say that the, annual catch of tlsh in
the )igby Basir amounted to 25,000 boxes; what he did
say was that in certain years the catch had reached that
quantity. Hle assumed that upon an average the catch of
tieh there would not exceed 12,000 boxes. When
it was considered that this fish was worth from fifty to
seventy or eighty cents per box, the House would sec the
importance of the matter. He apprchended that the inspec-
tion would raise the character of the fish to the extent of
five cents per box, and if the curers of fisb, by paying oe
cent per box, conld reap this advantake, they would have
occasion to be satisfied.

Mr. GILLMOR eaid h. *as aware that the charaeter of
the fish caught in bis hon. friend's locality was different
from that caught in his own county. They were put up in
larger boxes and were a more valuable fish. He could not
believe that the Governiment had reoeived any information
from the county he represented that this inspe.tion was at
all necessary. He thought it al came from bis hon. friend's
desire to have some inspection for the fisih caught in the
Digby Basin. In the county of Charlotte there were 300,000
or 400,000 boxes of fish put up ycarly, and the preposed tax
upon these boxes would prove an intolerable bur.
den. He would like to have an ex planation
from the Governiment of the reason of tiis tax.
The average price of smoked herrings, taking one year with
another, was not more than thirteen or fourteen cents a box,
and the box did not cost less than five cents, so that the fish
on which they were p'aying half of a cent did not bring,
on the average, more than. eight cents. The onty effct
this meaure could have waî the appointment of offieials to
go among the dhermen to annoy them. ,Nobody in the
country complained of any gr:evance, as ninety-five per
cent. ofour smoked herrings went to the United dtate3, and
from there they were exportel to the West Indies and South.
America. He thought it was a great error, and a most
ulnpopiular one, for the Government to put a tai on this
struggling industry which they ought to proteet.

Mr KILéAJ ,ogratulated the Government on the confi-
dence reposed in them by the hon. member for Annapolis.
That hon. gentleman seemed to be satisded that. although the
tax on smoked herrings was not altogether correct, yet the
matter was quite safe in the hands of the Government.

Mr. ANGLIN felt4t bis duty, as representing a eounty
interested ii herrlng Iahing, te join thei hon. member for
Charlotte (Ifr. Giflmor) in his protest against this
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